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AffALTm Of Bo<« L 

The uilNriiiVDlraf the Emnal spirit toiMpiraldii 
that IM nay idng "THe OcMinwof Time,** The sei 
Uttb, and final doom of man/* " the enefitial tratlh— 
rime |oiie,the richteftoa MTed, tiie wicked damned, and 
pTOTidence approved. 

Long after time nad eeased and Eternity had loDed on ili 
perioda, numbered only by €k)d alone, a i trang er 
nirit arrivee **higb on theUUsof immortaUty.aadia 
there met by two other BpirittL*' youthful lona of Pam> 
^lee,'* who f reet Um with " Well done thou good and 

• 4|ltlmil Mr]raiit,**,and inyi|e^^ to aeeond to the thion« 

^Am Mnjifipr ii^onniApfli, thft,* w$en lie left hie naavn 

* *#oAd, dn hi9 way loward»heai^ he camo to a lealn 

of dirtaiem> wnere he. saw beioKB of ^ all shi 
aU formie alhmodee «f/wieicbedneaa," In a i 
of tvn^bnt, **hnhiU anft&nully," and dylfig peiy.,- 
■ailrt wtf BMMV mw n g and hiaaphemiea : the meaainf 
of irhtoh he rviueite.tbem to unfold to him : bat 
IlKW being aniMe^tauplli^ Mm to an ancient baid of 
fh< e^^,. and uM tlira» refjaeet him, to explain io 
than the woadns*ortllcrplace of torments, and ptiioa 
tif tlie damned. 
TIm bavd infocme them, that "The place the itranger eaw 
wae Bdl; ** the groans he beard, the wailings of thn 
damned, and that he will have hie asiilng, and that, 
" wondering doubt, shall learn to answer,*' while h« 
flvei them in brier the history of Man. 
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COURjBS: OF TIBIB. 

jB.OOK I. 

fivSRirAL SpniT ! God f^-lratli ! to whom 
An fbkagB Sean uAltkby are ; *Fhoii, who of old 
The prophet's eye iii»calpd,.th9t oightly nw 
"While heavy alecp mfiayn oo oHier^neD^ , .^ 
In holy vinon traiitea,,the fajmre pass >»»\ \ * 
Before him, and to Jadah^ harp attiiaod 
Burdens wlidch made ^e pagKn.vA>aixtfHiis 

And Zion^s cedars bqw^-riosp^e my s<SQg; 
My eye tinscale ; me::whi^t ii(^|^])iBt&n&e^tMic!^ 
And shadow what, ttrhife X d^thiti^ 4L6 tome. 
As past, rehearsing) sing: the Course of time^ 
The second birth) and finid ^qovfi of man. 

The mwe, that tolt and sidily wooes the ear 
Of lore, or chanting: loud in windy rhyme 
Of &bled hero, raVieS'throug^h gaudy ^e 
Not overfraught with sense, 1 ask not : such 
A strain beAts not argument so higH* 
Me thought, and phrase severely sifting out 
The whole idea, grant, uttering as *tii 
The essential trutii— time gone» the rigbtMitt 
saved. 



H TBS C0VR8K OF TIMS. 

The wicked damned, and proyidence approred. 

Hold my right hand, Jklmighty ! and me teaeh 
To strike the lyre, but seldom struck, to notes 
Harmonious with the momiog stars, and pure 
As those by sainted bards and angels sung, 
Which wake the echoes of eternity— 
That fools may hear and tremble, and the wise 
Instructed listen, of ages yet to come. 

\ Long wa^ tlie da^r^ sa loqgwexpected, past*' _ 
f}(f)^^\.iram doom^t&at*|w^to each 
* Of^li tin? human race ht»<ldetreward 
The «itB^anh'8|un^aBd moon, and stars, 

hadCoeasec^* j? **•? 
To nid&berfieasda$,*days, and months, and yean 
Tol'tt^CfstA xa^ khope^v^as ^rgotten, and fear , 
And'^tiiqiiEg ^^ y\ it^c^^anfie and cl^ange^ and 

•hnfil«s; •♦*•••- ^ 

And frequent tears, and deeds of vjllany^ 
Or righteousnesB-once talked of much as things 
Of great renown, was now but ill remembered ; 
In dim and shadowy vision of the past, 
Seen far remote, as country, which has left 
The traveller's speedy step, retiring back 
From mom till even; and long, eternity 
Had rolled his mighty years, and with his years 
Men had grown old : the saints, all home 

returned 
From prilgrimage, and war, and weeping, kiig 
Had rested in the bowers of peace, that skirt 
The stream of life; and lone, alas ! how long 

Ta th«ia it 8oeme4 the willed who r«liv«4 



TBK COITRSE or TIME, . 12} 

To be redeemed^ had wandered ia the dark 
Of hell's despair, and drunk the baming; cup 
Their sins had filled with everlasting wo. 

Thus far the yeort had rolled, whidi none bi^ 

God 
Doth number, when two sons, two youthful 8009 
Of paradise, in oooYersation sweety 
(For thus the heavenly muse instructs me, 

wooed 
At midnight hour with coring sincere 
Of all the heart, poured out in holy prayer,) 
High on the hills of immortality, • - 
Whence goodliest prospect looks beyond the 

walls. 
Of heaven, walked, casting oft their eye &r thro* 
The pure serene, observant, if returned 
From errand duly finished, any came, 
Or any, first in virtue now complete, 
From other worlds arrived, confirmed in good. 

Thus .viewing, one they saw, on hasty wing 
Directing towards heaven his coarse j and qoWf 
His fiig^t ascending near the battlements 
And lofty hills on which they walked, 

approached. 
For round and round, in spacious circuit wide/ 
Mountains of tallest stature circumscribe i 
-The plains of Paradise, whose tops, arrayed 
]n uncreated radiance, seem so pure. 
That naught but angel's foot, or saint's elect 
Of God, may venture there to walk; here oft 
^hfi «m oCblin ^e mom or eveiupg; pastimei^ 



If vaRB jDomriK or vniip* 

DcUg^M to behold Un tluMMUid woridi 
AtoSbA ^eir mxu reyolving in the vast 
EiAiBnal q>aoe, or listen the hajmioaief 
That each to other in its motion sin^, 
An4 h«)^ jp JBid^ heaven mqotoi It ee 
Tlie meant of God in awful g^lory bright 
WiUqUy DO.orb fireate, of moon, or itar. 
Or sun g;iTe8 Ijg^t ; ioar .God^ own 001 
Beamii^ eternally, gives Ijgfatto all ; 
But fiirther than these sacred hills his wfil 
Forbids its flow— -too bright lor eyes beyond. 
This is (he last asDent of V ictne ; Jiere 
All trial ends, and hope; here perfeet joy. 
With perfect J3|^teoilBntts,wl|ioh>to these heights 
Alone can rise, begins, above all fidL— >] 

And now on wing of holy ardor tiKOOft 
Hither ascends th^ stranger, bome.upnght ; 
For stranger he did seem, with curious eye 
Of nice inspection round surveying all. 
And at the feet slights ofthose tluit stood 
His ooming, iwho the hand of weloome gave« 
And.the embrace sinoece of holy love t 
And thus,.witlLa»iely .gBeetiQg kiiid, b^gan. 

Hail, brother ! hail, thoa son ef happiness ! 
Thou s(Hi beloved of God I welcipme to heavea I 
To bliss that never fiides ! thy day Is past 
Oftrial,landoffeartofall. WeUdone, 
Thou good and &ithffil servant, enter now 
Into ^ej«yy jstemal of tl^ Lqi^* 
Coiji^eiiHthnSf.and bj^ldlsrlui^ar.s^hl 
TMn f^^ tliy.JJw^t i?c»f r^ii^-Jigfeft conceive}^. 



See; yoBdM^it ttw glorioQB hiU ofOadi 
*BoYe an^^ers gaza in brightness rising higiu 
Gome, join our wing, and we wiU guide thy 

flight 
To mysteries of everlasting bliss ;-* 
The treO) and fount of lite, the eternal throne^ 
And presence-chamber of the King of kings. 
Bat what concern hangs on thy countenance^ 
Unwont wittiin this place? perhaps thou deem%t 
Thyself unworthy to be brought before 
The always Ancient one ? su are we too 
Uaworlhy ; But our God is an in aU, 
And gives us boldness to approach his throne 

SonsoftheUigliestt eitiaeBsofheATeal 
Began the new arrived, right have y<Hft judged 
Uawortky, most unworthy it your servant^ 
To stand u presence of the King, or hold 
Most distant and umsI hup>ble i^ace in thia 
Abode of eseelieot glory unrevealed. 
But God Almighty be tbrever praised* 
Who, efhiB fulness, fills me wkb aU gnwM 
And omamenti tosMtoe me in liis n|^ 
Well pleasing, aodaoo^ptedinbu ot^iuit 
But Hyoar Imaure waits, sbort narrative* 
Will tell« why strange oonoena thos o'VW^liaBga 
Myiacoi iUseemiBghere-. and haply too» 
Your elder hnowle^ can instruet mj yeollH 
Of what seems dark mi dovbtful naeKp laitted i 

Oar leisiure wait! the^ i sp^fOt-^todwlipl m 
can* 
IMighM molt to give del^t, WO wm } 

1 m 



19 THB C017BIB OV TIMB* 

Though much 6f myttery yet to at remftiiii. 

Virtue— I need not tell, when preyed, and fuU 
Matured — ^inolines ua up to God, and beayen. 
By law of sweet oompulsioo strong, and sure. 
As grayitation to the larger orb 
The less attracts, thro' matter's whole domain. 
Virtue in me was ripe— I speak not this 
In boast : for what I am to God I owe, 
Entirely owe, and of myself am naught. 
Equipped, and bent for heayen, I left yon world, 
My natiye seat, which scarce your eye can reach. 
Rolling around her central sim, far out, 
On utmost yerge of fight : but first to see' 
What lay beyond the yisible creation 
Strong curiosity my flight impelled. 4 
Long was my way and strange. I passed the 

bounds 
"Which God doth set to light and life and loye ; 
Where darkness meets with day, where order 

meets 
Disorder dreadful, waste and wild ; and down 
The. dark, eternal, uncreated night, 
Ventured alone. Long, long, on rapid wing, 
I sailed through empty, nameless r^ons yas^ 
Where utter Nothing dwells, unformed and yoid. 
There neither eye, nor ear, nor any sense 
Of being most acute, finds object ; there 
For jaught external still you search in yain. 
Try touch, or sight, or smell : try what yon wiU^ 
You strangely Aod nought but yourself alone. 
Bat why should I in words attempt to tell 
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What that is like which is— and yet^s not ? 
This past, my path descendiDg^ still me led 
O'er unclaimed continents of desert gloom 
Immense, where gravitation shifting, tnms 
The other way ; and to some dread, unknown, 
Infernal centre downward weighs : and now, 
Far trayelled from the edge of darkness, far 
As from that glorious mount of God to lieht's . 
Remotest limb— dire sights I saw, dire soundu 
I heard ; and suddenly before my eye 
A wall of fiery adamant sprung up- 
Wall mountainous, tremendous, flaming high, 
AboTe all flight of hope. I paused, and looked ; 
And saw, where'er I looked upon that mound, 
Sad figures traced in fire — ^not motionless— 
But imitating life. One 1 remarked 
Attentively ; but how shall I describe 
What nought jresembles else my eye hath seen ? 
Of worm or serpent kind it something looked, 
But monstrous, with a thousand snaky heads. 
Eyed each with doable orbs of glaring wrath ; 
And with as many tails, that twisted out 
In horrid revolution, tipped with stings ; 
And all its mouths, that wide and darkly gaped. 
And breathed most poisonous breath, had each 

a sting, . 
Forked, and long, and venomous, and sharp ; 
And in its writhmgs infinite, it grasped 
Malignantly what seemed a heart, swollen, blaek, 
And quiTefing with torture most intense ; 
And still the heart, with anguish throbbing high, 
Made ^bft to etfBupe, but could not ; for • 
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Howe^«r it turned, and <^ it Tminly tafBed» 
These cmnplicBted foldings held it fast. 
And still the monstrons beast with sting of head 
Or tail transpierced it, bleeding eycrmore. 
What this could image, much I tesrdied to knoWy 
And while I stood, and gaied, and wondered 

long, 
A voice, from whence I knew not, for no one • 
1 saw, distinctly whispered in my ear. ^ 

These words-^fais b the Worm that nevordni. 

Fast by the side of this unsightly thing 
Another was portrayed, more hideous still ; 
Who sees it once shall wish to see't no more. 
For ever undescribed let it remain ! 
Only this much I may or can unfold — 
Far out it thrust a dart that might have made 
The knees of terror quake, and on it hung, 
Within the triple barb?, a being pierced 
Thro' soul and body both : of heavenly make 
Original the being seemed, but fallen. 
And worn and wasted with enormous wo. 
And still around the everlasting lance 
It writhed convulsed, and uttered mimic groans ; 
And tried and wished, and ever tried and wished 
To die ; but could not die— Oh, horrid sight ! 
I trembling gazed^ and lislMied^ and heard thia 

voice 
Approach my eap<— This is Eternal Death. 

Nor these alone— upon that buifiiag WttU, 
In horrible emblanmry^ were liaiaed 
AU shap^aU fomii, aM.tttfJp <f ww ttfl wdi m , 
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And agony, and grief, and desperate wo. 

And prominent in characters of fire, 

Where'er the eje could light, these words yoa 

read, 
** Who oomes this way— behold, and fear to tin !" 
Amazed I stood ; and thought such imagery 
Foretokened, within, a dangerous abode. 
But yet to see the worst a wish arose : 
For Tirt«e, by the holy seal of God \ 

Accredited and stamped, immortal all, 
And all invulnerable, fears no hurt 
As easy as my wish, as rapidly 
I thro' the horrid rampart passed, unscathed 
And junopposed ; and, poised on steady wing, 
I hovering gazed. Eternal Justice ! Sons 
Of God I tell me, if ye can tell, what thenr 
I saw, what then I heard^Wide was the plaoe« ' 
And deep as wide, and ruinous as deep. 
Beneath I saw a lake of buming fire, 
With tempest tost perfietuaUy, and still 
The waves of fiery darkness, 'gainst the rocks 
Of dark damnation broke, and music made 
Of melancholy sort ; and over head, 
And all around, wind warred with wind, storm 

howled 
To storm, and lightning, forked lightning, crosBOd, 
And thunder answered thunder, muttering sounda 
Of sullen wrath ; and fiir as sight could pierce, 
Or down descend in' caves4>f hopeless depth. 
Thro' all that dungeon of unfading fire, 
I saw most miserable beings walk, i 
Burning continually, yet u&coosuiiied; 
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For ever wasting^, yet enduring stiU'; 
Dying perpetually, yet never deed. 
Some wandered lonely in the desert flames. 
And some m fell encounter fiercely met, 
With curses loud, and blasphemies, that made 
The cheek of darkness pale ; and as they fought. 
And cursed, and gnasheid their teeth, and wiuied 

to die. 
Their hoUow eyes did utter streams of wo. 
And there were groans that ended not, and sighs 
That always sighed, and tears that ever wept, 
And ever fell, but not in Mercy's sight. 
And Sorrow, and Repentance, and Despair, 
Among them walked, and to their thirsty lips 
Presented frequent cups of burning gall. 
And as I listened, 1 heard these beings curse 
Almighty God, and curse ihe Lamb, and curse 
The Earth, the Resurrection mom, and seek, 
And ever vainly seek, for utter death. 
And to their everlasting anguish still 
The thunders from above responding spoke 
These words, which thro' the caverbs of 

perdition 
Forlornly echoing, fell on every ear— ^ 
" Ye knew your duty, but ye did it ndl,'* 
And back again recoiled a deeper groan. 
A deeper groan I Oh. what a groan was that I 
I waited not, but swift on speediest wing, 
With unaccustomed thoughts conversing, back 
Retraced my venturous path from dark to light ; 
Then up ascending, long ascending up, 
I. hasted on ; tho' whiles the chiming spheres, 
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By God's own finger touched to bannoiiy, 
Held me delaying— till I here arrived, 
Drawn upward by the eternal love of God, 
Of wonder full and strange astonishment, 
At what in yonder den of darknesa dwells. 
Which now your higher knowledge will unfold. 

They answering said ; to ask and to bestow 
Knowledge, is much of heaven's delight ; and now 
Most joyfully what thou requir'st we would ; 
For much of new and unaccountable, 
Thou bring'st; something indeed we heard 

before, 
[n passing conversation slightly touched, 
Of such a place ; yet rather to be taught 
Than teaching, answer what thy marvel asks. 
We need ; for we ourselves, tho» here, are but 
Of yesterday— creation's younger sons. 
But there is one, an. ancient bard of Earth, 
Who, by the stream of life sitting in bliss,, 
Mas oft beheld the eternal years complete 
The mighty circle round the throne of God ; 
Great in all learning, m all wisdom p-eat. 
And great in song ; whose harp m lofty stram 
Tells frequentiy of what thy wonder craves, 
WhHe round him gathering stand the youth of 

Heaven 
With truth and melody delighted both ; 
To him this path directs, an easy path. 
And easy flight wiU bring us to his seat. 

So saving they linked hand in hand, spread out 
Their golden wings, by living breezes fanned. 
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O'er IvU and "njtUiy^ elotfatod witb TeiAore gnm 
That nevw ftdiM; wd tree, and herb, and flower 
That i|«fer Meif and maay a riTer, ncfa 
With neelar^ winditi^ pkamOy, tlwy paved s 
And aaiiiieci of celestial nioalif, and work 
Divine. And oft deUciooA music, sung 
Qy saint and angel bands that walked the valeti 
Or mountain tope, and harped upon their harp0« 
Their ear inclined, and held by sweet oonstraint 
Their wing } not long, for strong desire awaked 
Of knowledge that to holy use might turn, 
(Still pressed them on to leave what rather 

•seemed 
fleitsttrei due only, when all'duty^s done. 

And BOW beneatk them lay the wished for tpot. 
The sacred bower of that remywaed b«rd } 
That ancient bard, aneunt kk days and song } 
But in iramortrt vigor ^eimg, and young 
In rosy health-— to pensive solitude 
lletiring eft, as Was hii went on earth. 

Fit was Ike place, most, fit for holy musing, 
Upon a little mount, that gaady rose, 
He-sttt, clothed in white robes ; and o^er hii head 
A laurel tree, of lustiest, eldest growth, 
stately and taH, and shadowing far and wide-^ 
Not fruitiest, as on earth, but bloomed, and rich 
With fhequent clusters, ripe to heavenly taste*^ 
Spread its eternal boagl^s, and in its arms 
A ttiyrtle of unfading leaf embraced ; 
The rose ^i^ lily, fresli with fragnuit <l«w« 



And nfissf ftyirer 4if ftumC cIiimIei smind 
HinvHiliiig: flocked; beae^th lustet, fritl>y. 
And round Jus snorad faiU^ a BtMomlet imlkedy 
Warbling^ the holy ipelodies of heaven ; 
The hollowed zephyrs brought him locense 

sweet ; 
And out before him opened, in prospeiit 1oD§, 
The river of life, in many a wkMliag maie 
Decending^ finom the lofty throne of Crod) 
That with exeesaiTe glory fllosed the soentk 

Of Adams race he was, and lonely sat, 
By chance that day, in meditation deep 
Reflecting much of Time, and Earth, and Mans 
And now to pensive, now to cheerful notes, 
He touched a harp of wondroqs melody ; 
A ff olden harp it was, a precious gift. 
Which, at the day of judgment, with the crown 
Of life, he had received from God's own hand, 
Rewanl due to his service done on earth. 

He sees their coming, and with greeting kind) 
And welcome, not of hollow Ibrgedimilei, 
And ceremonious compliment of phrase^ 
But of the heart sincere, kto his bower 
Invites. I^ike greeting they returned ; net bent 
In low obeisancy, from creature most 
Xhufit to creature ; but with manly £9rm 
Upright, they entered in ; though high hii rank^ 
His wisdom high, and mighty his renown. 
And thus deferring all apology. 
The two their new companion mtrodueea. 

. Anm«Ot in knowledge !-«bard of Adam's raoe! 
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We brings thee one, of us inqniriiig what 
We need to leans, and with him wish to 
His askings will direct thy answer beet. 

Most ancient bard ! began the new arriTed. 
Few words will set my wonder forth, .and golds 
Thy wisdom's light to what in me is dark. 

Equipped for hearen, I left my natire place* 
Bat first beyond the realms of light I bent 
My coarse ; and there, in utter darkness, iar 
Remote, I beings saw forlorn in wo, 
Barning continually, yet unconsumed. 
And there were groans that ended not, and li^ 
That always sigKed, and tears that ever wept 
And ever fell, but not in Mercy's sight ; 
And still I heard 'these wretched beings carse 
Almighty God, and curse the Lamb, and curse 
The Earth, the Resurrection morn, and seek. 
And ever vainly seek for utter death : 
And from above, the thunders answered still, 
*^Te knew your duty, but ye did it not." 
And every where tlu-oughout that horrid deD« 
I saw a form of Excellence, a form 
Of beauty without spot, that nought could sea 
And not admire— admire and not adore. 
And from its own essential beams it gave 
Light to itself, that made the gloom more dark • 
And every eye in that infernal pit 
Beheld it still ; and from its face, how fair ! 
O how exceeding fair ! for ever sought. 
But ever vainly sought, to turn away. 
That image, as I guess^ was Virtae, for 
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Nought elie hath God giFon eonntonanoA so 6nr. 
But why in such a place it should abide ? 
What place it is ? What beings there lament ? 
Whence came they? and for what their endleai 

g^oan? 
Why cane they God? why eeek they ntter 

death? 
And ehie^ what meant the Retmrectioinmonii? 
My youth expects thy reyerend age to teU. 

Thon rightly deem'st, fair youth, began the 
bard; 
The form thou saw'st was Virtue, oyer fair, 
Virtne, like God, whose excellent majesty, 
Whose glory virtue is, is omnipresent ; 
No being, once created rational, 
Accountable, endowed with moral sense, 
With sapience of right and wrong endowed. 
And charged, howerer fallen, de^ed, destroyed. 
However lost, forlorn, and miserable ; 
in gailt*8 dark shrouding wrapt however thick; 
However drunk, delirious, and inad, 
With sin's full cup ; and with whether dammed 
Unnatural diligence it work and toil, 
Can banish virtue from its sight, or once 
Forget that she is fair. Hides it in night. 
In central night ; takes it the lightning^' wing, 
And flies for ever on, beyond (he bounds 
Of all ; drinks it the maddest cup of sin } 
Divee it beneath the ocean of despair ; 
It dives, it drinks, it flies, it hides in vain* 
For^still the eternal beauty, image fair, 
Once Btampt upon the soul, before the eye 



AfllM-el9riteodi,norwifiae{i»it; ftoGod i 
Ordatn j mo A lo^elf to tiw trorit the fleemsi 
AndemBeeoM; and as they loel^ and ttOI 
M«9t CTvr i«ok upon ber loyHnesB, 
Remembrance dire of what they were, of whst 
Thegr fl3i|[ht hame been, and bittier eense of tHMt 
They are, polluted, ruined, hopeless, lost, 
With tMst xvfMotiiig tormant rendiheir Jieafti 
So God ordiiina— tiuir {ranidBBeiit BeT«i«i 
Stemally inflicted by themselves. 
Tis this — this Virtue hovering evermore 
Before the vbion of the damned, and in 
Upon their monstrous moral nakedness 
Casting unwelcome light, that makes their vro. 
That makes the essence of the endless flame. 
Where this is, there is Hell, darker than aught 
That he, the bard three- visioned, darkest saw. 

The place tfaoA jaixat was kell ; Use groaa 
ahouheacdet 
The trailiagB of the damned, of tboM who would 
Not be redeemed,' and at the judgment day, 
I^oBg pest, for unrepented adns were damned. 
The seven loud (himdec8wfcichtfai>a heacdM, de- 
dare 
The eternal wvaMi of the Ahnigfaty God. 
But whence, or why they came to dweH in W0| 
Why they oarseGod, what means the glorimtt 

motn 
Of resurrection, these a loi^ger tale 
Demand, and lead the moomfiil lyre far badic 
Through memory of sin and oiortal man. 
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Tet haply not rewardless we shall trace 
The daxk duastrous years of finished Time. 
Sorrows remembered sweeten present joy. 
Nor yet shall all be sad ; for God gare pecuM, 
Much peace, on earth, to all who feared his name. 

But first it needs to say, that other style 
And other lang^aag^e than thy ear is wont. 
Thou mOBt expect to hear, the dialect 
Of man. For each in hearea a relish holdf 
Of former speech, that points to whence he came* 
Bat whether I of person speak, or place, 
Event or action, moral or divine ; 
Or things unknown compare to things unknown } 
Allude, imply, suggest, apostrophise ; 
Or touch, when wandering through the past, on 

moods 
Of mind thou never feltst; the meaning stilly 
With easy apprehension, thou shalt take. 
So perfect here, is knowledge, and the strings 
Of sympathy so tuned, that every word 
That each to other speaks, though never heard 
Before, at once is fully understood. 
And every feeling uttered, fully felt. 

So shalt thou find, aa fi-om my yarieus song, 
That backward rolls o'er many a "tide of years, 
Direetly or inferred, thy asking : thou 
Aad wondering doabt, ihalt leam.to UiWirff 

while 
I iketch in briefi the hiftory of Man* 
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BOOK a. 



AviLTiu or BooftiL 

*A doolptiOD of the ««itb when fbit craatad; waA ttMi 
Ibnntdoa of man ; a reaaoDable free agent, upriglit and 
tmmortal. Tbe command given was a test or filial 
love, loyaltjr, obedience and faitb* Tbe tempt tion.rin 
and fail of man, and redemption from deatb by tba 
death of Ctariit. Many would not accept tbe free ottK 
of life and salvation, and in consequence^ incurred tba 
pnnisbment of tbe second deatb and bell.— That they 
acted thus, and thus perversely cboMi, well assored 
of tbe consequence, by the Information contained and 
given them in the Bible ; which was a code of law% 
eontaining tbe will of heaven, and defined the bounds 
of vice and virtue,^ and of life and death. Mankind 
were required to read, believe, and obey, and although 
nany did so believe, and were saved, yet many 
turned the ttiith of God into a Uei traaslbnttfiqi ibe neav 
log of the text to suit their own vUe and wl^ed p«i« 
poses, " deceiving and deceiv ed* That the voice of 
Qod, against wmch nodhiag cdold "bribe to sleep** 
Uw truths of ''Judgment, and a Judge,** caused Ui« 
wicked to be ** in at eSke:** on which aocoont m an yra a 
into im|rfous Idolatry, and worshiped ten tliousand 
deities. ** Imagined worse than he who craved their 
peace." 

The Magistrate often turned religion Into a trick of state« 
demlnnf the truth, and forcing the consciences of men : 
while the enslaved "mhnlcking the follies of thU 
great, desplsnl her too. The other influences which led 
to error, are mentioned ; short sighted reason, vanUy, 
ladolence, and finally "Pride, self idomim| pilda 
was primal cause of all stai past, all pala, aU wo lo 
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BOOK II. 



This said, he waked the golden harp, and thnsi 
While on him inspiration Iveathed, began. 

As from yon everlasting hilU, that gird 
Heaven northward, I thy course espied, 1 judge 
Thou from the arctic regions came ? Perhaps 
Thou noticed on thy way a little orb, 
Attended by one moon — her lamp by night ; 
With her &ir sisterhood of planets seven. 
Revolving round their central sun ; she third 
In place. In magnitude the fourth ; that orb— 
Kew made, new named, inhabited anew, 

gPho' whiles we sons of Adam visit still, 
ur native place ; not changed so far but we 
Can trace our ancient walk^the scenery 
Of duldhood, youth, and prime, and hoary age- 
Bat scenery most of suffering and wo,) 
That little orb, in days remote of old, 
When ■{S^ y«t were yonDgy was made for muif 
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Aad titled Earth— rber primal rirgin name ; 

Created first so Ipvely, so adorned 

With hill, and dale, and lawn, and winding yale ; 

Woodland and stream, and lake, and rolling; seas ; 

Green mead, and froiifal tree, and fertile grain. 

And herb and flower : so lovely, so adorned 

With numerous beasts of every kind, with fowl 

Of every wing and every tuneful note ; 

And with all fish that in the multitude 

Of waters swam : so lovely, so adorned. 

So fit a dwelling place for man, that as 

She rose complete at the creating word. 

The morning stars— the Sons of God, aloud 

Shouted for joy ; and God, beholding, saw 

The fair design, that firom eternity 

His mind conceived, accomplished, and, weU 

pleased. 
His SIX days finished work most good pronounced. 
And man declared the sovereign prince of all. 

All else was prone, irrational, and mute, * 

And nnaocountable, by instinct led : 
But man He made of angel form erect. 
To hold communion with the heavens aboTi, 
And on his soul impressed His image fair, 
His own similitude of holiness. 
Of virtue, truth, and love ; with reason h%k 
To balance right and wrong, and eonscienoe qai<bk 
To choose or to reject ; with knowledge gr«at| 
^rodence and wisdom, vigiUac* and itreDitlih 
To guard all |orce or guile ; and last of all. 
The highest ^ of Gt^'i abudant grace. 
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WiXtk perfect, free, tinbi&Med will.— ThtM mail 
Was made upright, immortal made, and crowned 
The king' of all ; to eat, to drink, to do 
Freely and soTerei«;nly his will entire : 
By one command alone restrained, to prove. 
At was most just, his filial love sincere. 
His loyalty, obedience dae, and faitfa. 
And thus the prohibition ran, expressed. 
As God is wont, in terms of plainest truth. 

' Of erery tree that in the garden grows 
Thou may est freely eat ; ' but of the tree 
That knowledge hath of eood and ill, eat noti 
Nor toudi ; for in the day thou eatest, thou 
Shalt die. Go, and this one command obey 
Adam, live and be happy, and, with thy Eye 
Fit consort, mnliiply and fill the Earth. 

Thus they, the representatives of man. 
Were plai^ in Eden— choicest spot of earth; 
With royal honor, and with glory crowned, 
Adam, the I^ord of all, majestic walked. 
With godlike countenance sublime, and form 
Of lofly towering strength ; and by his side 
£ve, fair as morning star, with modesty 
Arrayed, with virtue, grace, and perfect love; 
In holy marriage wed, and eloquent 
Of thought and comely words, to worship God 
AAd sins: his praise — ^the giver of all good. 
Glad, in each other glad, and glad in hopei 
Rejoicing in their future happy raoe. 

O loTely» happy, bleiti iiiunortal pair ! 
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PlMfledwith the presoit, full of glorious hope. 
Bat thort» fllas, tbe soDg that siogB their blitt I 
Menceforth the history of man grows dark : 
Shade after shade, of deepening gloom descends 
And Innocence laments her robes defiled. 
Who farther sings, must change the pleasant lyre 
To heavy notes of wo. Why— dost thou ask« 
Surprised ? The answer will surprise thee mora* 
Man sinned— tempted, he ate the guarded tree. 
Tempted of whom thou afterwards shalthear; 
Audacious, unbelieving, proud, ungratefol. 
He ate the interdicted fruit, and fell ; 
And in his fall, his universal race ; 
For they in him by delegation were, 
In him to stand or fall— to live or die. 

Man most ingrate ! so full of grace, to sin ! 
Here interposed the new arrived — so full 
Of bliss — to sin against the Gracious One ! 
The holy, just, and good I the Eternal Love ! 
Unseen, unheard, unthought of wickedness ! 
Why slumbered veogence ? No, it slumbered not. 
The ever just and righteous God* would let 
His fury loose, and satisfy his threat. 

That had been just, replied the reverend bard ; 
But done, fair youth, thoo ne'er hadstmet hm' 

here : 
I ne'er had seen yon glorious throne in peace. I 

Thy powers are great, originally >great ; 
And purified even at the fount of light 
Exert them now ; call all their vigor out ; 
Take room i think Tastly ; meditate intsONly ; 
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Rdafon profoundly ; send ooojectore forth ; 
Let fiuBcy fly ; stoop down ; ascend ; all lengthy 
AH breadth explore ; all moral, all divine ; 
Ask prudence, justice, mercy ask, and might ;• 
Weigh good with eyil, balance right with wrong, 
' "With virtue vice compare — ^hatr^ with love ; 
God's holiness, God*8 justice, and God's trath. 
Deliberately and cautiously compare 
With sinful, wicked, vile, rebellious man, t 

And see if thou can*tt punish sin, and let 
Mankind go free. Thou fail^st — ^be not surpmed 
I bade thee search in vain. Eternal love-~- 
Harp lift thy voice on high— Eternal love» 
Eternal, sovereign love, and sovereign grace. 
Wisdom, and power, and mercy infinite. 
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God, 
Devised the wondrous plan — devised, achieved ; 
And in achieving made the marvel mora 
Attend, ye heavens! ye heaven of heavens, at- 
tend ! 
Attend, and wonder ! wonder evermore ! . 
When man had fallen, rebelled, insulted God ; 
Was most polluted, yet most madly proud ; 
Indebted Infinitely, yet moat poor ; 
Captive to sin, yet unwilling to be bound ; 
To God's incensed justice, and hot wrath 
Exposed ; due victim of eternal death 
And dtter wo — Harp lift thy voice on high I 
Te everlaitting hills I — ^ye angels bow ! 
Bow ye redeemed of men ! God was made flesh. 
And dwelt with man on earth ! the Son of God, 
Adv begotten, and well beloved between ^ 
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Men and his Father's justice iaterpoied : 

Fut human nature on ; His wrath sustained i 

And in their name suffered, obeyed, and died^ 

Making his soul an offerings for sin ; 

Just lor unjust, and innocence for f^uilt, 

B7 doin^, suffering, dying unconstrained, 

Sare by omnipotence of boundless grace. 

Complete atonement made to God appeased: 

Made honorable his insulted law, 

Tumiug the wrath aside from pardoned man. 

Thus Truth with Mercy met, and RighteoOi- 



Stooping from highest heaven, embraced hir 

Peace, 
That walked the earth in fellowship with Lore* 

O love divine ! O mercy infinite ! 
The audience here in glowing rapture broke— 
O love, all height above, all depth below, 
Surpassing far all knowledge, all desire, 
Ail thought, the Holy One for sinners dies 
The Lora of life for guilty rebels bleeds— 
Quenches eternal fire with blood divine. 
Abundant mercy ! overflowing grace I 
There whence I came, I something heard of men; 
Their name had reached -us, aud report did speak 
Of some abominable, horrid thing 
Of desperate offence they had committed ; 
And something too of wondrous grace we heard 9 
And oft of our celestial visitants 
What man, what God had done, inquired ; but 

they, ' 
Forbad, our asking never met directly, 
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IbdiortiDgf still to pereeyere upright. 

And we should hear in heaven, tho^ g;reatl j blett 

Ourselves, new wonders of God's wondroas lov«k 

This hinting^, keener appetite to know 

Awaked ; and as we talkjed, and much admired 

What new we there should learn, we hasted aaoh 

To nourish virtue to perfection up. 

That we might have our wondering resolved. 

And leave of louder praise to greater deeds 

Of loving kmdness due. Mysterious love I 

Ood was made flesh, and dwelt with man on 

earth ! 
Blood holy, blood divine for sinners shed — 
My asking ends— ^but makes my wonder mor«. 
Saviour of men ! henceforth be thou my theBM t 
Redeeming lore, my study day and night. 
Mankind were lost, all lost, and all redeemied 1 

TboQ err*Bt again — ^but innocently enrlt % 
Not knowing sin's depravity, nor man's 
Sincere and persevering wickedness. 
All were redeemed ? not all»-or thou had'st hMfd 
No human ^iee in hell. Many refused, 
Altho* beseeched, refused to be redeemed ; 
Redeemed from death to life, from wo to blks I 

Can'st thou believe my song when thus t singf 
When man had fallen, was ruined, hopeless, lost l 
Ye choral harps ! ye angels that excel 
In strength ! and loudest, je redeemed of men . 
To God — to Kim that sits upon the throne 
On high, Hud to the Lamb, sing honor, sing 
Dominion, glory ; blessing sinp^, and praise : 
TVhMi man had Men, was rumed, hopeless, loil« 
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Messiah, Prince of peace, Eternal King^, 
Died, that the dead mig^ht live, the lost be sared* 
Wonder, O, heavens ! and be astonished, earth I 
Thou ancient, thou forgotten earth ! Ye worlda 

admire ! 
Admire, and be confounded ! and thou Hell ! 
Deepen thy eternal groan — ^men would not be 
Redeemed — ^I speak of many, not of all — 
Would not be saved for lost, have life for deaths 

Mysterioua song ! the new i^rrived exdaimtd; 
Mysterious mercy ! most mysterious hate ! 
To diFobey was mad, this madder &r, 
Inettrable insanity of will. 
What now but wrath could guilty men expect? 1 
What more could love, what more oould mi&nj 

. dof 

No more, resumed the bard, no mora tiief 
could : 
Thou hast seen hell— the wicked there lament ; 
And why ? for love and mercy twice despised ; 
The husbandman, who sluggishly forgot 
In sprinjg to plough and sow, could censure Bomi, 
Tho* winter clamored round his empty bamt ; 
But he who having thus neglected, did 
Refuse, when Autumn came, and fomine threat- 
ened, 
To reap the golden field that charity 
Bestowed — nay, more obdurate, proud, and blind« 
And stupid still, refused, the* much beseeched. 
And long entreated, even with Mercy's tears. 
To eat what to his very lips was held 
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. Cooked tempting^ly — ^he certaial^r, at leait* 
Dosenred to' die of hangar unbemoaned. 
So did the wicked spam the g;race of Ood ; 
And to were punished^with Uie second death. 
The first, no doubt, panition less severe 
iDtended, death belike of all entire ; 
Bat this incarred, by God discharged, and life 
Freely presented, and again despiMd, 
Despised, though bought with Mercy's proper 

blood— 
Twas this dag hell, kindled all its bounds 
With wrath and inextinguishable fire. 

Free was the offer, free to all, of life 
And of salvation ; but the proud of heart, 
Because 'twas free, would not accept ; and still 
To merit wished ; and choosing — thus unshipped^ 
Uncompassed, unprovisioiied, and bestormed, 
To swim a sea of breadth immeasurable, 
They scorned the goodly bark, whose wings the 

breath 
Of God^s eternal Spirit filled for heayen. 
That stopped to take them in — and so were lost. 

What wonders dost thou tell ? to merit, how ? 
Of creatur^meriting in sight of God, 
As right of service done, 1 never heard 
Till now : we never feU ; in virtue stood 
Upright, and persevered in holiness ; • 
Bat stood by grace^ by grace we persevered ; 
Ourselves, our deeds, our holiest, highest deedt - 
Unworthy aaght— grace worthy endlesi praiic. 
If we fly swift, obedient to his will, 
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He giT«8 UB win^ to fly r if we resist 
Templatioa, aod ne'er fall, it is his shield 
Omnipotent that wards it off; if we, 
Wiih love unqaenchable, before him bum, 
'Tis he that lights and keeps alive the flame. 
Men surely lost their reason in their fall, 
And did not understand the ofier made. 

They mig^ht have understood, the bard 

plied-* 

They had the Bible — ^hast thou ever heard 
Of such a book ? the author God himself; 
The subject God and man ; salvation, lift 
And death-»-etemal life, eternal deaih — 
Dread words ! whose meaning has no end, no 

bounds- 
Most wondrous book ! bright candle of the Lord! 
Star of eternity ; the only star 
By which the bark of man could navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Securely ; only star which rose on Time, 
And, on its dark and troubled billows, still, 
As generadon drifting swiftly by 
Succeeded generation, threw a ray 
Of heaven*s own light, and to the hills of God, 
The eternal hills, pointed the sinnerS eye : 
By prophets, seers, and priests, and sacred bardf« 
Evangelists, apostles, men inspired, 
Andt»y the Holy Ghost anointed, set 
Apart and consecrated to declare 
To earth the counsels of the Eternal One, 
This book^^this holiest, thii sublimest book. 
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Was sentr— Heftven's will, HMven's eode «f Iswi 

entire 
To men, the book contained ; defined the bounds 
Of rice and yirtue, and of life and death ; 
iUid what was shadow, and what was substance 

taught. 
Much it revealed ; important all ; the least ' 
Worth more than whiat else seemed of highest 

worth 
But this of plainest, most essential trutb*^ 
Tha t God is one, eternal, holy, just, ' 
Omnipotent, omniscient, infinite ; 
Most wise, most good, most merciful and true ; 
In all perfection most unchangeable : 
That man-^that every man of every clime 
And hue, of every age, and every rank, 
Was bad— by nature, and by practice bad; 
In understanding blind, in will perverse. 
In heart corrupt ; in every thought, and word 
Imagination, passion, and desire, 
Most utterly depraved throughout, and ill. 
In sight of Heaven, tho* less in sight of man» 
At enmity with God his maker bom. 
And by his very Ufe an heir of death 
That man-^that every man was further, most 
Unable to redeem himself^ or pay 
One mite of his vast debt to God— ^nay, moreif 
Was most reluctant and averse to be 
Redeemed, and sin*s most voluntary slave 
That Jesus, Son of God,*of Mary bom 
In Bethlehem, and by Pilate crucified 
On Calvary— for man thus (alien and lost. 
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; and, by death, life and salration bought, 
And perfect nghteousneflB', for all who should 
In his great name believe — ^that He, the third 
In the eternal Essence, to the prayer 
Sincere should come, should come as soon u 

asked. 
Proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
To giTO faith and repentance, such as God 
Accepts — to open the intellectual eyes 
Blinded by sin ; to bend the stubborn will, 
Perversely to Uie side of wrong inclined. 
To God and his commandmente, just and good; 
The wild rebellious passions to subdue. 
And bring them back to harmony with hearen ; 
To pnriiy the conscience, and to lead 
The mind into all truth, and to adorn 
"With every holy ornament of grace. 
And sanctify the whole renewed soul. 
Which henceforth might no more fall totally 
But persevere, though erring oft, amidst 
The mists of Time, in piety to God, 
And sacred works of charity to men : 
That he who thus believed, and practised ihviM, 
Should have his sins forgiven, however vile ; 
Should be sustained at mid-day, mom, and even. 
By God's omnipotent, eternal grace : 
And in the evil hour of sore disease, | 

Temptation, persecution, war, and death,— 
For temponi death, sdthough unstinged, re- 
mained,-— 
Beneath the shadow of the Almighty's wingi 
Should sit unhurt, and at the judgment-day. 
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Should f hare the rerarrectioii of thejuttf 
And reign with Christ m bliss for eyermore : 
That all, however named, however great. 
Who would not thus believe, nor practice thus, 
But in their sins impenitent remained, 
Should in perpetual fear and terror live ; 
Should die unpardoned, unredeemed, unsayed 
And, at the hour of doom, should be cast out 
To utter darkness in the nig^ht of hell, 
Bj mercy and by God abandoned, there 
To reap the harvests of eternal wo. 

Thb did that book declare in obvious phrase, 
In most sincere and honest words, by God 
Himself selected and arrang^ed, so clear. 
So plain, so perfectly distinct, that none 
Who read with humble wish to understand. 
And asked the Spirit, given to all who asked, 
Could miss their meaning, blazed in heavealy 
light 

This book, this holy book, on every line 
Marked with the seal of high divinity, 
On every leaf bedewed wiUi drops of love 
Divine, and with the eternal heraldry 
And signature of God Almighty stampt 
From first to last— ^is ray of sacred Ught, 
This lamp, from off the everlasting throne, 
Mercy took down, and in the night of Time 
Stood, casting on the dark her gracious bow ; 
And evermore beseeching men, with tears 
And earnest sighs, to read, believe, and live : 
And many to her voice |paye jeaf, luad read* 
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Believed, obeyed t end now, ai the Amem 
True, Faithful Witness swore, with snowy robei 
And branchy palms surround the fount of life, 
And drink the streams of immortality, 
For ever happy, and for ever young. 

Many believed ; but more the truth of God 
Turned to a lie, deceiving and deceived ;-'- 
Each, with the accursed sorcery of sin. 
To his own wish and vile propensity 
Transforming still the meaning of the text. 

Hear I while I briefly tell what mortals proYed, 
By effort vast of ingenuity. 
Most wondrous, though perverse and damnable ; 
Proved from the Bible, which, as thou hast heard, 
So plainly spoke that all could understand. 
First, ana not least in number, argued some. 
From out this book itseli^ it was a lie, 
A fable framed by crafty men to cheat 
The simple herd, and make them bow the knee 
To kings and priests, — ^thes^ in their wisdom left 
The light revealed, and turned to fanoiea wild ; 
Maintaining load, that ruined, helpless man. 
Needed no Saviour. Others provod that men 
Might live and die in sin, and yet be saved. 
For so it was decreed ; binding the will« 
By God left free, to unconditional, 
Unreasonable fate. Others believed 
That he who was most criminal, debased. 

Condemned, and dead, unaided might aedftd 
The heights of Virtue; to a perfeet law 
Giving a lame, half-way obedience, which 
By useleis efibrt only served to show 
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B^iuelesB efforts only served to show 
The impotence of him who vainly strove 
With finite arm to measure infinite ; 
Mo6t uselera efforts ! when to justify 
In sight of God it meant, as proof uffiuth 
Most acceptable, and worthy of all praiae* 
Another held, and firom the Bible held. 
He was infallible^— most fallen by loch 
Pretence— that none the Scriptures, open to all* 
And most to hnmble^hearted, ought to read. 
But priests ; that all who ventured to disclaim 
His foiged authority, incurred the wrath 
Of heaven ; and be who, in the blood of such. 
Though &ther, mother« daughter, wife, or soii« 
Imbrued his hands, did most religious work. 
Well pleasing to the heart of the Most High. 
Others, in outward rite; devotion placed ; 
In meats, in drinks ; in robe of certain shape- 
In bodily abasements, bended knees ; 
Days, numbers, places, vestments, word0» and 

names— 
Absurdly in their hearts imaginingt 
That God, Like men, wbs pleased with ontwtfd 

show. 
Another, stranger and more wicked still ; 
With dark and dolorous labor, ill applied. 
With many a gnpe of conscience, aiid with mort 
ynheaithy and abortive reasoning. 
That brought his sanity to serious de«bt« 
*Mong wise and honest mm; maiBlufied thet Bi 
first Wisdom, Great Messiah, Prince ef Pmm^ 
Thn lecond of the uncreated Three, . 
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Wms noQgkt bot man — of earthW origlii ; 
Thus making^ void the sacrifice Divine, 
And leaving; guilty men, God's holy law 
Still unatoned, to work them endless death* 

These are a part; but>to relate the all 
The monstrous, unbaptised phantasies. 
Imaginations fearfully absun]. 
Hobgoblin rites, and moon-struck reTeriea« 
Distracted creeds, «nd visionary dreaxns. 
More bodfless and hideously misshapen 
Than ever fancy, at the noon of night, 
Playing at will, framed in the madman's bTaiii« 
That from this book of simple truth were proredf 
Were proved, as foolish men were wont to 

prove-^ 
Would bring my word in doubt, and thy bdkf 
Stagger, though here I sit and sing, within 
The pale of truth, where falsehood never eaae. 1 

The rest, who lost the heavenly light reveatod* 
Not wishing to retain God in their minds. 
In darkness wandered on : yot could they not» 
Though moral night around them drew her piJl 
Of blackness, rest in utter unbelief. 
The voice within, the voice of God, that nought 
Could bribe to sleep, though steeped in soroeriai 
Of Hell, and much abused by whisperings 
Of Evil Spirits in the dark, announced 
A day of judgment, and a judge—a day 
Of misery, or bliss ;— and being ill 
Ataase, for godi they chose them itooki tad 
ftonei^ 
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lU ft PM , a^d weedi, «iid beasts, and creeping 

things, 
And Spirits aceaned— »teii thoonmd Deities ! 
nmagined worse than he who craved their peace,) 
And bowing, worshiped these as best beseemed^ 
With midnight revelry obscene and loud. 
With dark, infernal, devilish ceremonies, 
And horrid sacrifice of human flesh. 
That made the &ir heavens blush. So bad wai 

Sin. 
So lost, so rained, so depraved was man l«» 
Created first in God*s own image fair I 

Oh, cursed, cursed Sin ! traitor to God, 
And ruiner of man! mother of Wo, ' 

And Death, and Hell,— wretched, yet seeldng 

worse : 
Polluted most, yet wallowing in the mire ; 
Most mad, yet drinking Frenzy's giddy cup ; 
Depth ever deepening, darkness darkening stiU | 
Folly for wisdom, guilt for innocence ; 
Anguish fi>r rapture, and for hope despair ; 
Destroyed destroying ; in tormenting pained i 
Unawed by wrath ; by mercy unreclaimed ; 
Thing most unsightly, most forlorn, most sad*-" . 
Thy tinie on earth is past, thy war with God 
And holiness : but who, oh who shall tell. 
Thy unrepentable and ruinous thoughts ? 
Thy sighs, thy groans f Who reckon thy bam&qf 

tears. 
And damned looks of everlasting grief, 
Where now, with those who took Umr pirttritk 
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Thou ntt'dtin Hell, gnawed by Uie etettial 

Worm — 
To hart no UMve, on all the holy hills ? 

That those, deserting once the lamp of truth. 
Should wander ever on, from worse to worse 
Erroneously, thy wonder needs not ask : 
But that enlightened, reasonable men, 
Knowing themselves accountable, to whom 
God spoke from heaven, and by his servaote 

warned. 
Both day andnighti with earnest, pleading voice, 
Of retribution equal to their wor^, 
Should persevere in evil, and be lost — 
This strangeness, this unpardonable guilt. 
Demands an answer, wbich my song unfolds 
In part directly, but hereafter more. 
To satisfy thy wonder, thou shalt learn, 
Inferring much from what is yet to sing. 

Know then, of men who sat in highest place 
Exalted, and for sin by others done 
Were chargeable, the king and priest were chief. 
Many were faithful, holy, just, upright, 
Faithful to God and man — ^reigning renowned 
In righteousness, and, to the people, loud 
And fearless, speaking all the words of life. 
These at the judgement-day, as thou shalt hear, 
Abundant harvest reaped ; but many too, 
Alas, how many ! famous now in Hell, 
Were wicked, cruel, tyrannous, and vile ; 
Ambitious of themselves, abandoned, mad ; 
And stitl from servaati^iiastiBg to be gods. 
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Sacih godi as now they serve in Erebos. 
I pasB their lewd example by; that led ' 
So many ivrong, for comrtly fashion lost. 
And prove them guilty of one crime alone* 
Of every wicked ruler, prince supremet 
Or magistrate below, the one intent. 
Purpose, desire, and struggle day and nightf 
Was evermore to wrest the crown from aS 
Messiah^s head, and put it on his own ; 
And in His place give spiritual laws to men ; 
To bind religion — ^free by birth, by God, 
And nature free, and made accountable 
To none but God — behind the wheels of state; 
To make the holy altar, where the Prince ' 
Of life incarnate bled to ransom man, . 
A footstool to the throne ; for this they met« 
Assembled, counselled, meditated, planned, 
Devised in open and secret ; and for this 
Enacted creeds of wondrous texture, creeds 
The Bible never owned, unsanctioned too. 
And reprobate in heaven ; but by the power 
That made, (exerted now in gentler fonn« 
Monopolizing eights and privileges. 
Equal to all, ana waving now the sword 
Of persecution fierce, tempered in hell,) 
Forced on the conscience of inferior men : 
The con'scienee that sole monarchy in man, 
Owing allegiance to no earthly prince ; 
Made by the edict of creation free ; 
Made sacred, made above all human laws ; 
Holding of heaven alone ; of most divine^ 
And indefeasible authority ; 



An indinftul aovterngptyi th«t none 
Created migbl, uapunished, bind or toneb | 
Unbound, Mve by the eteraei lews of God, 
And aniMnen«ble tp itli below. 

Thus did tlie tmcircuxncised potentates 
.Of earth debase relig^ion in the sight 
Of thoie they ruled— -who, looking up, beheld 
The fikir celestial gift despised, enslaved ; 
And fflimichiDg' the folly of the great, 
With Ivompt docility despised her too. 

The prince or magistrate, howeyer named 
Or praised, who knowing, better, acted thus. 
Was wicked, and receiyed, as he deservedp 
Damnation. But the unfaithful priest, wbut 

tongue 
Enough shall execrate ? His doctrine may 
Be passed, tho' mixed with most unhallowed 

leaven. 
That proved to those who fo<)^8hly partook^ 
Eternal bitterness : — ^but this was still 
His sin— beneath what cloak soever veiled. 
His ever' growing and perpetual sin. 
First, last, and middle thought, whence every 

wish, 
Whenoe ewiry action rose, and ended both-* 
To mount to place, and power of worldly 3ort » 
To ape 'the gaudy pomp and equipage 
Of earthly Aate, and on his mitred brow 
To place a. royal crown : for this he sold 
The saoted truth to him who moat would givn 
Oflitlw, beoeiloee, hoDorv nam^e ; 



FortliiilMtni7«dkiaMa8t«r; udlbrtliii 
Made merohmdwe of the iminortal lonlt 
Committed to hb eare-^tiiis wu hit an. 



Of all who office held unfiiirlf, none 
Could plead excuse ; he least, and last of alL 
By solemn, awful ceremonj, he 
Was set apart to speak the truth entire, 
By action, and by word ; and round him stood 
The people, from his lips expecting^ knowled^ ; 
One day in seven, the Holy Sabbath termed. 
They stood ; for he had sworn in face of God 
And man, to deal sincerely with their souls ; 
To pntneh the gospel Sat the gospel*! sake ; 
Had sworn to &te and pat away all pridUi 
All ranity, all lore of earthly pomp ; 
To seek all mercy, meekness, truth, and gnoe. 
And being to endowed himself^ and taogliSt 
In them like workt of holiness to more ; . 
Dividing faithfully the word of lifis. 
And oft indeed the word of life he taught ; 
But practising, as thod hast heard, wIm odoU 
Believe ? Thus was religion wounded tore 
At her own altars, and among her friends. 
The people went away, and Ske the priett^ 
Fulfilling what the prophet spoke before^ 
For honor strove, and wealth, and place^ at if 
The preacher had rehearsed an idle talf. 
The enemies of God rejoiced, and loud 
The unbeliever laughed, boasting a lift 
Of &irer character than his, who owned, 
For kiqg end guide, the undefiled One, 
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Most giiflty, TiUttiioos, diaiioaett waat \ 
Wolf in the dothing of tbe gentle Umb i 
Dark tndtor in Meesiah't ImIj camp ! 
Leper in saintly garb I — assassin masked 
In Virtue^s robe ! vile hypocrite accursed ! 
I strive in vain to set his evil forth. 
The words that should sufficiently accurse. 
And execrate such reprobate, had Deed 
Come gluwiog from the lips of eldest hell. 
jimoDg the saddest in the den of wo, 
Thou saw'st ^him saddest, 'mong the damned, 
most damned. 

But why should I with indignation bmit. 
Not wdl faefteeming here, and long fergot f 
Or why one censare for another's sin ? 
£acii had his conscience, each his reason, will. 
And understanding, for himself to search. 
To choose, reject, believe, consider, act : 
And God proclaimed from heaven, and by an oath 
Confirmed, that each should answer for himself; 
And as his own peculiar work should be. 
Done by his proper self^ should live or die. 
But sin, deceitful and deceiving still, 
Had gained the heart, and reason led astray. 

A strange belief, that leaned its idiot back 
On lolly's topmost twig—- belief that God, 
Moet wifte, had made a world, liad creatures 

made. 
Beneath his care to govern, and protect, — 
^Devoured its thousands. Reason, not the true. 
Learned, deep, sober, comprehensive, sound ; 



\ 
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Bat bigotai], ooe-eyed, short*righted Rmsou, 
Mo6t retiloas, and sometimes, no doubt, sincere-*- 
Devoured its thousands. Vanity to be 
Renowned for creed eccentrical—- devoured 
Its thousands : but a lazjr, corpulent, 
Ahd over-credulous faith, that leaned on aU 
It met, nor asked if 'twas a reed or oak ; 
Stepped on, but never earnestly inquired 
Whether to heaven or hell the journey led— 
Devoured its tens of thousands, and its hands 
Made reddest in the precious blood of souls. 

Tn Time's pursuits men ran till out of breath 
l^e astronomer soared iip« and counted stars, 
And gazed, and gazed upon the Heaven^s bright 

face. 
Till he dropt down dim^eyed into the graya : 
The numerist in calculations deep 
Grew gray : the merchant at his desk expired : 
The statesman hunted for another place. 
Till deatli overtook him, and made him his prey : 
The miser spent his eldest energy, » 

In grasping for another mite : the scribe 
Rubbed pensively his old and withered brow. 
Devising new impediments to hold 
In doubt the suit that threatened to end so soon : 
The priest collected tithes, and pleaded rights 
Of decimation to the very last. 
In science, learning, all philosophy, 
Men labored all their days, and labored hard. 
And dying, sighed how little they had done : 
But in religion they at once grew wise. 
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A ejrtd in print, tbo* never undenUMid ; 

A Iheolo^e sjitem on the sfaelf. 

Was spiritual lore eoaug^i and served tlieir tnm; 

Bat served it ill. Tb^ sinned, and never kaew ; 

For what the Bible said of good and bad, 

Of holiness and sin, they never asked. 

Absord-^prodigiottdy absurd, to think 
That man's minute and feeble faculties, 
Eveft in the very childhood of bis being, \ 

With mortal shadows dimmed, aud wrapt around. 
Could oom prebend at once the mighty scheme. 
Where rolled the ocean of eternal love ; 
Where wisdom infinite its master stroke 
Displayed ; and where omnipoience, opprert. 
Did travel in the greatness of its strength ; 
And^verlnsting justice lifted up 
The sword to smite the guiltless Son of God 
And mercy smiling bade the sinner go ! 
Redemption is the science, and the' song 
Of all eternity: archangels day 
And night into its glories look ; the saints, 
The elders round the throne, old in the yean 
Of heaven, examine it perpetually ; 
And every hour, get clearer, ampler views 
Of right and wrong— 4ee virtue's beauty mm; 
See vice more utterly depraved, and vile ; 
And this with a more perfect hatred hate } 
That daily love with a more perfect love. 

But whether I for man's perdition blame 
Office administered amiss ; pursuit 
Of pleasure ialse s pet verted reason Uind ; 



Or ladoleiMe tfatit ii«'«r inquired ; IbteBM 
^SAxst and conseqaeoce ; thei>ranch« the lea£ 
W&o fiads the fouot and bitter root, the iliat 
JMi guiltiest cftuse whence sprang thie 

wo, 
Matt deep deveend into the haman heart, 
Aad £ad it there. Dread pasiioa ! making 
On earth, and even in hell, if Merey yet 
Woald 0toop so low, anwiliiog to be Mtred, 
If saved hy grace of God—Hear, then i& brief 
What peopled hell, what holds its prisonert^wM. 

Pride, self-adoring pride, was primal causey 
Of all sin past, all pain, all wo to come. 
Unconquerable pride ! first, eldest sin- 
Great foantain-head of evil— highest sooroe. 
Whence flowed rebellion *gaiost the OmnipotenI, 
Whence hate of man to man, and all else ill. 
Pride at the bottom of the human heart 
Lay, and gave root and nourishment to all 
That grew above. Great ancestor of vioa ! 
Hate, unbelief, and blasphemy of God ; 
Envy and slander ; malice and revenge ; 
And murder, and deceit, and every birth 
Of damned sort, was progeny of pride. 
It was the ever-movin?, acting force. 
The constant aim, and the most thirsty with 
Of every sinner unrenewed, to be 
A god :•— in purple or in rags, to have 
Himself adored : whatever shape or fiarm 
His aetions took : whatever phrase he thraw 
About his thoughts, or mantle o'er his life. 
To be the highest was ^he mward eaoM 



SB THB COtTRSB OV-VIMB* 

Of all-4iie purpose of the heart to he 

Set up, adxmred, obeyed. But who would bo# 

The taoee to one who senred and was dependent ? 

Hence man^s perpetual struggle, night and dtsft, 

To prove he was his own proprietor, 

And independent of his God, that what 

^e had might be esteemed his own, and praised 

As such — He labored still, and tried to stand 

Alone unproped— to be obliged to none ; 

And in the madness of his pride he bade 

His €k)d farewell, and turned away to be ' 

A god himself; resolving to rely, 

Whatever came, upon his own right hand. 

O desperate frenzy ! madness of the will ! 
And drunkenness of the heart i that nought could 

quench 
But floods of wo, poured from the sea ofMrrath, 
Behind which mercy set. To think to turn 
The back on life original, and live— - 
The creature to set up a rival throne 
In the Creators's realm — ^to deify 
A worm^-«nd in the sight of God be proud—- 
To lift an arm of flesh against the shafts 
Of the Omnipotent, and midst his wrath 
To seek for happiness— insanity 
Most mad ! guilt most complete ! Seest thou those 

worlds 
That roll at various distance round the throne 
Of God, innumerous, and fill the calm 
Of heaven with sweetest harmony, when saints 
And angels sleep— as one of these, from love 
Ceotr^tal withdrawing, and frbm light, 
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And heat, and nouruhment cut off, ihoidd nuh 
Abandooed o*er the line that runs between 
Create and increate ; from ruin driven 
To ruin still, thro' the abortive wute : 
So pride from God drew off the bad ; and so 
Forraken of him, he lets them ever try 
Their single ann against the second death ; 
Amidst vindictive thunders lets them try 
The stoutness of their heart ; and lets them try 
To quench their thirst amidst the unfading fire ; 
And to reap joy where he has sown despair : 
To walk alone unguided, unbemoaned. 
Where Evil dwells, and Death, and moral Night, 
In utter emptiness to find enough ; 
In utter dark find light ; and find repose 
Where God with tempest plagues for evermore : 
For so they wished it, so did pride desire. 

Such was the cause that turned so many off 
Rebelliously from God, and led them on 
From vain to vainer still, in endless chase. 
And such the cause that made so many cheeks 
Pale, and so many knees to shake, when men 
Rose firom the grave ; as thou shalt hear anoo, 
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BOOKUL 



Analtsu of Book» UL 

la this book the bard ahows that, howerer man diaobey 
ed the command to love God, tratb, and virtue, tbejr 
atiil strove to gain happiness : but which could only be 
gained by ol>edience to the command, for the attainment 
of whicli men pursued many strance and crooked paths, 
in none of which could it be found ; as happiness was 
indissolubly united to virtue. Yet men pursued the 
phantom Hope, which danced before them in ev9ir 
path, and eyer mocked their gra8n,"tlll theearth,beneatn 
them, broke and wrapt them in the grave/' 

Many sought for happiness In the enjoyment of pleasaree, 
but it ever proved vain, in hope, or in possession. Many 
sought for happiness in the attainment of riches. Thfai 
ateo mostly ended in bitterness and wo. Many pursued 
the phantom Fame, that fame which raised not in the 
resurrection morn, " Earthly fame,** but all in vain.— 
Many sought happiness in dissipation, in inebriation; 
** deliberately resolving to be mad ;" some in hawking 
and fanntingi some in the search after curiosities, ana* 
some evet in hottfcleM aoepttciim songbt kappiiMM^ 

And thus mankina followed vanities in despite of wis- 
dom's warning voice ; in despite of the teaching of all 
animated and unanimated nature, in despite of the of- 
fiua of mercy continually held out to them:inapl|e, 
even, of the threatnings of death, to " mtMe repentance 
vain." " men rushed on determUied, to ruin, and shut 
their ears to all advice, to all reproof, tiH death ^*The 
great teacher*' convinced ench, too bite, that ** Eternity 
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BOOK III. 



Behold'st thou yonder, on the crystal sea, 
Beaeath the throae of God, an image fair, 
And in its hand a mirror lar^e ani bright ! 
'Tis truth, immutable, eternal truth. 
In figure emblematical expressed. 
Before it Virtue stands, and smiling sees, 
Well pleased, in her reflected soul, no spot. 
The sons of heaven, archangel, seraph, saint, 
There daily read their own essential worth ; 
And as they read, take place among the just ; 
Or high, or low, each as his value seems. 
There each his certain interest learns, his true 
Capacity ; and going thence, pursues, 
Unerringiy thro* all the tracts of thought. 
As Grod ordains, best ends by wisest means. 

The Bible held this mirror's place on earth : 
But, few would read, or, reading, saw them- 
selves. , \ 
The cha^e was after shadows, phantoms strange, ' 
That Id the twilight walked of Time, and mocked 
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The eager hunt^ escaping evermore ; ' 

Tet witii so many promises and looks 
Of gentle sort, that he whose arms returned 
Empty a thousand times, still stretched them oat. 
And grasping, brought them^back again unfilled. 

hi rapid outline thou hast heard of man ; 
His death ; his offered life ; that life by most 
Despised ; the Star of God— the fiible, soomed. 
That else to happiness and heaven had led. 
And saved my lyre from narrative of wo. 
Hear now more largely of the ways of Time ; 
The fond pursuits and vanities of men. 

Love God, love truth, love virtue, and he 

happy: — 
These were the words first uttered in the ear 
Of every being rational made, and made 
For thought, or word, or deed- accountable. 
Most men the first forgot, the second none 
Whatever path they took, by hill or vale, 
By night or day, the universal wish. 
The aim, and sole intent, y99L» happiness ; 
But, erring from the heaven*appoiuted path. 
Strange tracks indeed they took throqgh barrca 

wastes, 
And up the sandy mountain climbing toiled,^ 
Which pining lay beneath the curse of God, 
And naught produced : yet did the traveller look. 
And point his eye before him greedily, 
Ai if ne saw some verdant spot, where grew 
The heavenly fiower, where sprung tl^well of 
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MThere undistorbed felicity reposed ; 

Though Wisdom's eye no yestage could disoern. 

That happiness liad ever passed that way. 

Wisdom was right : for still the terms remained 
Unchanged anchangeable ; the terms on which 
True peace was given to man ; unchanged as God, 
Who, in his own essential nature, binds 
Eternally to virtue happiness ; 
Nor lets them part through all his Universe. 

Philosophy, as thou shalt hear, when she 
Shall have her praise- her praise and censure t00| 
Did much, reilning and exalting man ; 
But could not nurse a single plant that bore 
True happiness, — From age to age she toiled ; 
Shed from her eyes the mist that dimmed them 

still. 
Looked forth on man ; explored the wild and 

tame. 
The savage and polite, the sea and land, 
And starry Jieavens ; and then retired far back 
To meditation^'s silent shady seat ; 
And there sat pale, and thoughtfully, and weigh-. 

ed 
With wary, most exact and scrupulous care, 
Man^s nature, passions, hopes, propensities, 
Relations and pursuits, in reason's scale ; 
And searched and weighed, and weighed and 

searched again, 
And many a lair and goodly rolnme wrote, 
That MMoed w«U woided too, whareia won 

*«M0 8* 
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Uncountable receipts, pretending; eacb, 

If carefully attended to, to care 

Mankind of folly ; — ^to root out the brien 

And thorns, and weeds that choked the growth 

of joy;— ' 

And showing too, in plain and decent phrase, 
Which sounded much like wisdom's,, bow to 

plant. 
To shelter, water, culture, prune, and rear 
The tree of happiness ; and oft their plans 
Were tried ; but still the fruit was gveeD and seur. 

Of all the trees that in Earth's vineyard gjrew, 
And with their clusters tempted man to pull 
And eat, — one tree, one tree alone, the true 
Celestial manua bore which filled the soul. 
The tree of Holiness — of heavenly seed, 
A native of the skies ; tho' stunted much, 
And dwarfed, by time's cold, damp, ungenial soil. 
And chilling winds, yet yielding fruit so pure. 
So nourishing and sweet, as, on his way. 
Refreshed the pilgrim ; and be§;ot desire 
Unquenchable to climb the arduous path 
To where her sister plants in their own dime, 
Around the fount, and by the stream of life. 
Blooming beneath the Sun that never sets,— « 
Bear fruit of perfect relish fully ripe. 

To plant this tree, uprooted by the fall. 
To earth the Son of God descended, shed 
A ^ts precioas blood ; and on it evertnore, 
From off his living, wings, the Spirit shook 
The dews of heaven, to nurse and Instoa iti 

. growth* 
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Nor HM tbJ* oai«, jQut infinite «Kpeaie, 
Not needed to secure the holy plant* 
To root it o«t^ and wither it from earth, 
QeU strave with all its atreogtb, aad blew with all 
Its blasts; and Sin, with cold ooDsamptiyebreKth« 
Involved it still in clouds of mortal damp* 
Yet did it grow, tiius kept, protected thus ; 
And bear the only fruit of true delight ; 
.The only fruit worth plucking under heaven. . 

But, few, alas ! the holy plant could see 
For heavy misb that Sin around it threw 
Perpetually ; and few the sacrifice 
Would make by which alone its clusters stooped. 
And came within the reach of mortal man. 
For this, of him who would approach and eat, 
Was rigorously exacted to the full : — 
To tread and bruise beneath the foot, the world 
Entire ; its prides, ambitions, hopes, desires 
Its gold, and all its broidered equipage ; 
To loose its loves and firiendships from the heart, 
And cast them off; to shut the ear against 
Its praise, and all its flatteriers abhor ; 
And having thus behind him tiirown what 

seemed 
So good and faiiv— then must he lowly knee 
And with sincerity, in which the Eye 
That slumbers not, nor sleeps, could see no ladt, 
Vbn prayer pray :— >*Lord God ! thy will b« 

' done; 
Thy holy will, howe'er it cross my own." 
Hard labor this for flesh and blood ! too hard 
Formoit it seemed :' soi turning, they the tree 
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«t in«Te bramble, Uiat eooid bwi> 
No fruit of >p«ei«l taste ; and so set eot 
Upon tea Uiousand differeat route« to 
What they had left behiod ; to aeek what'thejr 
Had le«t— lor still as soiAelhivg onoe poisestt 
And lost* tr«ie ha|»piness appeared : idl thought 
They eooe were happy ; and even while thej 

smoked 
And panted ia the chase-^belieTed themndYes 
Mure miserable to-day than yesterday — 
To-morrow thau to-day. When youUi con- 

plained 
The ancient sinner shook his hoary head 
As if he meant to say : Stop till you come 
My leB§;lh, and then you may have cause te«ig|i. 
At twenty, cried the boy, who now had seea 
Some blemish in his joys ; How happily 
Vlays yonder child Ihut busks ihe mimic babe» • 
And gathers gentle flowers, and never sighs. 
At forty in the fervor of pursuit. 
Far on in disappointment's dreary vale, 
The grave and sage-like man looked back upon 
The stripling youth of plump unseared hop«. 
Who galloped gay and briskly up behind-— 
And moaning wished himself eighteen agaio. 
And he of tlireesoore years aivl ten, in whose 
CUiilled eye, fatigued with gaping after hop#t 
/£arth*s freshest vecdure. seemed but bMpA 

leaves,— 
Fraiied childhood, yonth and masbood, indd»- 

oounced 
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Deciskre proof that men had left behind 
The happiness they sought, and taken a meat 
Erroneoos path ; since ereiy step they took 
Was deeper mire. Yet did they onWard 
Pursuin^: Hope that danced before them stiN, 

And^beckooed them to proceed— and with th«lr 

hands, 

That shook and trembled piteonsly with af^ 
Grasped at the lying: Shade, even till the Eafth 
Beneath them broke, and wrapt them la the 
fffare. 

Sometimes Indeed when wisdom in their ear 
Whispered, and with its disenrhantiB|^ waod 
Effectuafly touched the sorcery of their eyciy 
Directly pointing to the holy Tree, 
Where grew the food they sought, they tamad^ 

surprised 
.That they had missed so long what now the^ 

found. 
As one upon whose mind some new and mr» 
Idea glances^ and retires as quick. 
Ere memory have time to write it down 9 
Stung with the loss, into a thoughtful cast, . 
He throws bia fece« and rubs his Texed brcnv >' ' 
Searches each nook and comer of his soul 
With frequent care ; reflects, and re-rafleets« 
And tries to touch relations that may start 
The fugitive a?ain ; and oft is foiled ; 
Till something like a seeming chance, or iijglit 
Of random faney, when expected least) 
Calls back thc^ wandered thought— ioi^ w^n^fd 

in vain. 
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TiMn do€B UDeommon joy fill all his mind ; 
Aii4 ctfl] he wonders, as he holds it fast. 
What \kj so near he could not sooner find : 
So did the man rejoice, when from his eye 
The film of folly fell, and what he day 
And night, and far and near, had idly searcbedy 
Sprung; up before him suddenly displayed ; 
So wondered why he missed the tree so long. 

' Beit, few returned from folly's giddy chaie* 
Few heard the Toice of wisdom, or obeyed. 
Keen was the search, and various and wide ;' 
Without, within, along the flowery yale, 
And up ihe rugp^ed difi', and on the top. 
Of mountains high, and on the ocean ware. 
Keen was the seardi, and various and wide, 
And ever and anon a shout was heard : 
Ho ! here's the tree of life ; come, cat, and live ! 
^AaA round the new discoverer quick they flocked 
In multitudes, and plucked, and with great hastia 
Devoured ; and sometimes in the lips 'twas sweet, 
And promised well ; but in the belly, gall. 
Tet after him that cried again : Ho ! here's 
The tree of Ufe ; again they ran, and pulled. 
And chewed again, and found it bitter stilK 
From disappointment on to disappointment. 
Year after year, age after age pursued : 
The child, the youth, the hoary headed man, - 
Alike pursued, and ne'er grew wise : for it 
Was lolly's most peculiar attribute. 
And native act, to make experience void. 

But hastily as pleasures tasted turned 
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To Mrthiiig; and disgust, they need not 
Even such experiment to prove them yain. 
In hope or in possession, Fear, alike, 
Boding disaster, stood. Over the flower 
Of fairest sort, that bh)omed beneath the sun. 
Protected most, and sheltered from the storm, 
The Spectre, like a dark and thunderous cloud. 
Hung dismally, and threatened, before the hand 
Of htm that wished, could pull it, to descend, 
And o^et the desert drive its withered leaves ; 
Or being pulled, to btast it unenjoyed. 
While yet he gazed upon its loveliness, * 
And just began to drink its fragrance up. 

Gold many hunted, sweat and bled for gold ; 
Waked all the night, and laboured aU the day ; 
And what was this allurement, dost thou ask f 
A dust dug from the boweb of the earth. 
Which, being cast into the fire, came out 
A shining thing that fools admired, and called 
A god ; and in devout and humble plight 
Before it kneeled, the greater to the less. 
And on its altar sacrificed ease, peace. 
Truth, faith, integrity ; good conscience, friends. 
Love, charity, benevolence, and all 
The sweet and tender sympathies of Ufe ; 
And to complete the horrid murderous rite. 
And signalize their folly, offered up 
Their souls, and an eternity of bliss, 
To gain them — what? an hour of dreaming joy; 
A feverish hour that hasted to be done, 
And ended in the bitterness of wo. 

B 4 



H THX C0VE8X Ot TUUb 

Most, for the luxuiies it bought, tb« p9m9» 
The praise, the glitter, fashioo, and renowi^ 
This yellow phuQtom followed and adored. 
But there was one in foJiy larther gonci 
W'lih eye awry, incurable, and wild. 
The laughiog-slock of devils and of men, 
and by hb guardian angel quite given up,**- 
The miser, who with dust inanimate 
Held wedded interaourse. lU guided wroich ! 
Thou mighti>t have seen him at the midnight 

hour, 
When good men slept, and in light winged dreami 
Airceuded up to God,— in wasteful haU, 
'Wiih vigilance and fasting worn to skin 
And boue, and wrapped in most debasing rags,— « 
Thou mighlst have seen him bending o^erhis 

heaps. 
And huluing strange ^pnmnnion with his gold ; 
And as his thievish fancy seemed to hear 
1'he night-man's foot approach, starting alarmed, 
And in his old, decrepit, withered hand, 
' l*hut valsy shook, grasping the yellow earth 
Tu make it sure. Of all God made upright, 
Aud m their nostrils breathed a living soul, 
Must la 11 en, most prone, most earthy i most de» 

debased ; 
Of all that sold Eternity for Time, 
None bargained on so easy terms with death, 
lUusirious fool ! Nay, most inhuman wretch! 
Me 8:\t among his bags, and, with a look 
Which hell might be ashamed of, drove the poor 
Away unalmsi^, and midst abundance died, 
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Sorttt of oTfls ! di^ of otter want. 

Before this Shndow, in the vales of earth, 
Fools saw another gli<le, Tvhich seemed of more 
Intrinsic worth. Pleasure her name ; g^nod name. 
Though ill applied. A thousand forms she to<A| 
A thousand grarbs she wore ; in every age 
And clime, changing, as in her votaries ^changed 
Desire ; huU inwardly, the same In all. ' 
Her most essential lineaments we trace ; 
Her general features every where alike. 

Of comely f<irm she wa«, and fair of face ; 
And underneath her eyelids sat a kind 
Of witching sorcery, that nearer drew 
Whoever with unguarded look beheld ; 
A dress of gaudy hue loosely nttired 
Her loveliness ; her air and manner frank, 
And seeming free of all disguise ; her song 
Enchanting ; and her words Which sweetly dropt, 
As honey from the comb, most larsre of promise. 
Still prophesying days of new delight. 
And rapturous nights of undecayins: joy. 
And in her hand, whereVr «he went, she held 
A radiant Cup (hat seemed of nectar full— 
And by her tide danced fair delusive Hope. 
The fool pursued enamoured, ond the wise 
Experienced man who reasoned much, and 

thought*, 
Was sometimes seen laying his wisdom down. 
And vying with the stripling in the chase. 

Nor wonder thou ! for she was really fair ; 
l>0eked to the very taste of flesh and blood. 

■ 5 
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And many thought her iouDd within ; and gfty 
And healthy at the heart : but thought amiss : 
For she was full of all disease ; her bones 
Where rotten : consumption licked her blood, 

and drank 
Her marrow up ; her breath smelled mortally : 
And in her bowels plague and fever lurked ; 
And in her very heart, and reins and life. 
Corruption's worm gnawed greedily unseen. 

Many her haunts : thou might'st have sefa 
her now 
With Indolence, lolling on the mid-day couch, 
And whispering drowsy words ; and now at dawn. 
Loudly and rough, joining the sylvan horn ; 
Or sauntering in the park, and to the tale 
Of slander giving ear ; or sitting fierce. 
Rude, blasphemous, malicious, raving, mad. 
Where fortune to the fickle die was bound. 

But chief she loved the scene of deep debauch^ 
Where revelry, and dance, and frantic song 
Disturbed the sleep of honest men. And where 
The drunkard sat, she entered in, well pleased. 
With eye brimful of wanton mirthfulness. 
And urged him still to fill another cup. 

And at the shadowy twilight— in the dark 
And gloomy night, I looked, and sair her come 
Abroad, arrayed in harlot's soft attire } 
And walk without in every street, and lie 
In wait at every comer, full of guile. 
And as the unwary youth of simple heart, 
And void of understanding, {)assed, she caught 
And kissed him, and with lipe of lying said : 



> 

Muirepaaee-oflniDgfr with met IbftT^pud 
My TOWS this day ; and therefore came I forth 
To meet thee, and to aeek thee diligently. 
To seek thy fiiee, and I have foond thee here* 
My bed is decked with robes of tapestry, 
With earred work, and sheets pf linen fine } 
Perfomed w^th aloes, myrrh, and cinnamon. 
Sweet are stolen waters ! pleasant is the bread 
In seeret eaten ! the goodman is firom home. ^ 
Come, let us take our fill of love till mom 
AWake ; let us deli^^ht ourselves with loves. 
With much fidr speech she caused the youth to 

yiekl; 
And forced him with the flattering of her tongue. 
I looked, and saw him follow to her house. 
As goea the ox to slaughter ; as the fool 
To the correction of the stocks ; or bird 
That hastes into the subtle fowler's snare, ' 
And knows not, simple thing, 'tis for its life. 
I saw him enter in s and heard the door 
Behind them shut ; and in the dark, still nighty 
When God's unsleeping eye alone can see. 
He went to her adulterous bed. At mom 
1 looked, and saw him not among the youths : 
1 heard his father mourn, his mothef weep : 
For none returned that went with her. The dead 
Were in her house ; her guests in depths of hell ; 
She wove the windhig-sheet of souls, and laid 
Them in the urn of everlasting death. 

Such was the Shadow fools pursued on earth 
Under the name of pleasure^— 4air outside, 
Within corrupted, and corrupting itiU : 
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Riiii|«d| and rulnoiu : her surertwar^ 
H«r U»Ul reoouipeiice was eiill, as he. 
The banl, recorder ut i*^iih*s beasuus* aung^ 
*^VeJUUioo, Uitappointment, auU remurfte.'* 
Tet at her door the youog umI oU« aud sobm 
IVho hehl high cbaracier amoog the wise. 
Together fttuoii»— ami strove among theinselT«% 
WMo 6m91 should eaier^ and be ruined first. 

Strange competition of immortal souls ! 
To sweat for death '. to strive for miserjr ! 
But tfamk not f ieasure told her end was death. 
Even haman folly then had paused at least, 
And given some signs of besittition ; nor 
Arrived so hot, and out oi breath at wo. 
Though conti adivted every day by lacts^ 
That sophistry itself wouid stumble o'er, 
And to the very teeth a liar pruved 
Ten thousand umes, as if unconscious still 
Ot inward blame, she stood, and wared her hand. 
And pointed to her bower, aud said to all 
Who passed : Take yonder flowery path ; Ay 

steps 
Attend ; I lead the smo6thest way to heaven ; 
This world receive u surety lor the next. 
And many simple men, most simple, tho* 
RenowncKl for iearnittg much, and wary skill, 
Believed, and turned aside, and were undone,' 

Another leaf of finished Time we turn. 
And r^ad oi Fame, terrestial Fame, which died^ 
Aftd rose not at the Resurrection morn. 
Hot that by virtue earned, the true renown, 
B<|;uii oa^arth, and lasting in the skies. 
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Wartky ihe M^y wish of w^rnphim,— 

The ftpprobat'on of (he Kye that sees 

The.oBd from the be^rinoiner* sees from caoM 

To mo9t remote effect : of it we read 

Id hoK^'of Go<]*9 renembrance. is the book 

Of life;, from whioh the quick and dead wen 

i^dj^ed; 
The book that lies upon the throne, tmd tells 
Of glorioiis acts by ftaidtft end janeeU done ; 
The record of the holy, just, and good. 

Of all the phantoms flpetino: in thfe mist 
Of Time, tho' meRo;re all. and s:ho»tly thin. 
Most unsubstantial, unessential shnde, " 
Was earthly r«me. Fhe was a voice alone, 
And dwelt upon the noisy tnnsrues of men. 
She never thousfbt ; but grabbled ever on ; 
Applauding most what least deserved applaote : 
~ The motive, the r-^sult was nought to her : 
. The deed alone, tho* dyed in humnn ^re, 
And steeped in widow's tears, if it stood out 
The prominent display, she talked of much. 
And roared around it with a 1bousai*d t<»iifrBe9, ■ 
As changed the wind her orfi^an, so she chsx^ed 
Perjpetnally ; and whom she praised to>day. 
Vexing his ear with acclamations loud, 
To-morrow blamed, and hissed him out of ligfat. 

F, Such was i»rnati»re;, and hef practice Vff^ i 
But, Ol her voice was sweet to inortal«arf<1' 
And tnueVied so pleasantly thn atrio^ of piidft . 
And vanity, ithkh in tlie heart of matt 
Wcr« mnt «trmir hanpiwriont to IflT Milt 



98 TBB COtmiK Off moB. 

TImI mtny thovgfht^ to lite witlurat Imt 
Was rather death than life : to live unkliowii, 
Umtoliced, nnrenowned ! to die nnpraiaed ! 
Unepitapbed ! to ^o down to the pit, ^ 
And moulder into dust among^ yile wonm ! 
And leare no whisperinff of a name on earth ! 
Such thought was cold about the beaft» wBbA 

chilled , 
The blood. Who could endure it? whr oovdd 

choose, 
Without a strugg^le, to be swept away 
From all repiembrance ? and have part'noiB<v* 
With living^ men f Philosophy fiiiled here ; 
And self-approving pride. Hence it became 
The aim of most, and main pursuit, to win 
A name—to leave some vestige as they passed. 
That following a^es might discern they once 
Had been on earDi, and acted something there. 

Many the roads they took, the plans they tried. 
The man of science to the shade retired, 
And laid his head upon his hand, in mood 
Of awful thoughtfulness ; and dived, and dived 
Again — deeper and deeper still, to sbund 
The cause remote — ^resolved, before he died« 
To make some grand discovery, by which 
B^ should be known to-all posterity. 

' And in the silent vigils of the night. 
When uninspired men reposed, the b«rd« 
Ghastly of countenance, and from his eye 
Oft streaming wild unearthly fire, sat up ; 
And sent imaginatioii fivtb; and teafcbed 



THECOfrBSE or TIME.' 79 

.TIm ikraad near— heaven, earth, and rlodmy 

hell— 
For fifttion new, for thoug^ht, anthought before ; 
And when some carious rare idea peered 
Upon his mind, he dipped his hasty pen. 
And by the glimmering^ lamp, or moonlight 

beam. 
That thro' his lattice peeped, wrote fondly down 
What seemed in trath imperishable song. 

And sometimes too, the rererend divine, 
In meditation deep of holy thin^^s. 
And vanities of Time, heard Fame's sweet voice 
Approach his ear — and hang another flower, 
Of earthly sort, about the sacred truth ; 
And ventured whiles to mix the bitter text, 
With relish suited to the sinner's taste. 

And oH'times too, the simple hind, who seem- 
ed 
Ambition! 683, arrayed in humble garb. 
While round him spreading, fed his harmless 

flock, 
Sitting was seen, by some wild warbling brook. 
Carving his name upon his favorite staff; 
Or, in ill-favored letters, tracing it 
Upon the aged thorn ; or on the face 
Of some conspicuous oft frequented stone, 
Wkh persevering wondrous industry ; 
And hoping, zi he toiled amain, and saw 
The characters take form, some other wight^ 
Long after he was dead, and in the grave. 
Should loiter there at noon and read hi9 name^ 
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III parple some, and some in ngs, stood fttfh 
For reputation ; some displayed a limb 
Welt-fHshioned : some of lowiier niod, a ems 
Of curious workmanship, and maryellous twirt: 
In strenofth some sought it, and in beauty more. 
Long', long the fair one labored at the glm, 
And, being tired, called in auxiliar skill. 
To hare her sails, before she went abroad, 
FuU spread, and nicely set, to catch the gala 
Of praise. A nd much she caught, and much do- 
deserved. 
When outward loveliness was index fair 
Of purity within : but oft, alas ! 
The bloom was on the skin alone ; and when 
She saw, sad sight I the roses on her cheek 
Wither, and heard the voice of fame retire 
And die away, she heaved most piteous sigh% 
And wept most lamentable tears ; and whilet» 
In wild delirium, made rash attempt, 
Unholy mimickry of Nature^s work ! 
To re-create, with frail and mortal things. 
Her witherM face. Attempt how fond and vain 
Her frame itself, soon mouldered down to d«tt ; 
And in the land of deep forgetfulness. 
Her beauty and her name were laid bettde 
Etemsil silence, and tlie loathsome worn ; 
Into whose darkness flattery venturod not $ 
Where noue had ears to hear the voice of iuao* - 

• 

Many the roads they took, the plans they triodf 
And awful oft the wickeilneas they wrought. 
To be observed, some scrambled up to thrfloei» 
Aiad sat in resturea dripping wo* *«nth gort. 
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The warrior dipped his sword in blood, and 

wrote 
His name on lands and cities desolate. 
The rich bought fields, and houses bnilt, and 

raised 
The monumental piles up to the clouds, 
And called them by their names. And, strange 

to tell ! 
Rather than be unknown, and pass away 
Obscurely to the grave, some, small of soul. 
That else had perished unobserved, acquired 
Considerable renown by oaths profane. 
By jesting boldly mrith all sacred things. 
And uttering fearlessly whate'er occurred ;— 
Wild, blasphemous, perditiobable thoughts. 
That Satan in them moved ; by wiser men 
Suppressed, and quickly banished from the mind. 

Many the roads they took, the plans they 
. tried : 
But all in vain. Who grasped at earthly fame, 
Grasped wind: nay worse, a serpent grasped* 

that thro' 
His hands slid smoothly, and was gone ; bat left 
A sting behind which wrought him endless pain: 
For oft her voice was old Abaddon^s lure. 
By whicH he charmed the foolish soul to death. 

So happiness was sought in pleasure, gold. 
Renown — by many sought. B ut should !• sing 
Of all the trifling race, my time, thy faith, 
Would fail— of things erectly orgariized, 
And having rational, articulate voice, 

4 
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And claiming outward brotherhood with maii^" 
Of him that labored sorely, in his sweat 
Smoking afar, then hurried to the wine, 
Deliberately resolving to be mad : 
Of him who taught the ravenous bird to fly 
This way or that, thereby supremely blest : 
Or rode in fury with the howling pack. 
Affronting much the noble animal, 
He spurred into such company : of him 
Who down into the bowels of the earth 
Decended deeply, to bring up the wreck 
Of some old earthen ware, which having stowed, 
With every proper care, he home returned 
0*er many a sea, and many a league of land* 
Triumphantly to show the marvellous prize : 
And him that vexed his brain, ' and theories built 
Of gossamer upon the brittle winds ; 
Perplexed exceedingly why shells were found 
Upon the mountain tops ; but wondering not ' 
Why shells were found at all, more wondrous 

stUli 
Of him who strange enjoyment took in tales 
Of fairy folk, and sleepless ghosts, and sounds 
Unearthly, whispering in the ear of night 
Disastrous things : and him who still foretold 
Calamity which never came, and lived 
In terror all his days of comets rude, 
That should unmannerly and lawl^s drive 
Athwart the path of Earth, and bum mankind t 
As if the appointed hour of doom, by God 
Appointed, ere its time should come : as if 
Too small the number of substantial ills. 
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And real fears to vex the sons of men.— 
These, — ^had they not possessed immortal soul«» 
And been accountable, mig;ht have been past 
With laughter, and forgot ; but as it was. 
And is — ^tbeir folly asks a serious tear. 

Keen was the search, and various, and wide. 
For happiness. Take one example more — 
So strange,that common fools looked on amazed 
And wise and sober men together drei^ir. 
And trembling stood ; and angels in the heavens 
Grew pale, and talked of vengeance as at hand— 
The sceptic's route — the unbeliever's, who. 
Despising reason, revelation, God, 
And kicking 'gainst the ^ pricks of conscience, 

rushed 
Deliriously upon the bossy shield 
Of the Omnipotent; and in his heart 
Purposed to deify the idol chanc^ 
And labored hard-— oh, labor worse than naught !. 
And toiled with dark and crooked reasonning, 
To make the fair and lovely Earth which dwelt 
In sight of heaven, a cold and fatherless. 
Forsaken, thing, that wandered on, forlorn, 
Undestined, uncompassioned, unupheld ; ' 
A vapor eddying in the whirl of chance. 
And soon to vanish everlastingly. ^ 

He travailed sorely, and made many a tack, 
His sails oft shifting, to arrive — dread thought ! 
Arrive at utter nothingness ; and have 
B eing no more — no feeling, memory. 
No lingering consciousaess that e'er he Wfts. 
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Guilt*! inidnig;ht wish! last, most abhorred 

thought ! 
Molt desperate effort of extremest sin ! 
Others preoccupied, ne'er saw true hope ; 
He seeing, aimed to stab her to the heart, 
And with infernal chemistry to wring 
The last swejet drop from sorrow^s cup of eall ; 
To quench the only ray that cheered the eurth. 
And lea 70 mankind iu night which had no star. 
Others the streams of pleasure troubled, be 
Toiled much to dry her very fountain head. 
Unpardonable man ! sold under sin ! 
He was the Devirs pioneer, who cut 
The fences down of virtue, sapped her walls, 
And opened a smooth and easy way to death* 
Traitor to all ezistance 1 to aU life I 
Soul-suicide ! determined foe of being ! 
Intended munierer of God, Most High ! 
Strange road, most strange I to seek for hap- 
piness! 
HellVmad-houses are full of such ; too fierce* 
Too furiously insane, and desperate, 
To rage unbound 'mong evil spirits damned I 

Fertile was earth in many things : not least 
In fools, who mercy both and judgment scorned; 
Scorned love, experience scorned : and onwmrd 

rushed 
To swift destruction, giving all reproof . 
And all instruction, to the winds : and much 
Of both they had—and much despised of both. 

WikIqiii took up be): harpi and stood in phoe 
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Of frequent concourse — stood in every gate, 
By every way, and walked in every street ; 
And, lifting up her vaice, proclaimed : Be wisAf 
Te fools ! be of an understanding heart. 
Forsake the wicked : come not near bis bouse : 
Pass by : make haste : depart, and turn away. 
Me follow — ^me, whose ways are pleasantness. 
Whose paths are peace, whose end is perfect joy. 
The Seasons came and went, and went and came, 
To teach men gratitude ; and as they passed. 
Gave warning of the lapse of time, that else 
Had stolen unheeded by : the gentle Flowen 
Retired, and, stooping oW the wilderness, 
Talked of humility, and peace, end love. 
The Dews come down unseen at evening-tide, 
And silently their bounties shed, to teach 
Mankind unostentatious charity. 
With arm in arm the forest rose on high. 
And lesson gave of brotherly regard. 
And, on the rugged mountain-btow exposed. 
Bearing the blast alone — ^the ancient oak 
Stood, lifting high his mighty arm, and still 
To courage in distress exhorted loud. 
The flocks, the herds, the birds, the streams, th« 

breeze. 
Attuned the heart to melody and love. 
Mercy stood in the cloud, with eye that wept* 
Essential love ; and, from her glorious bow. 
Bending to kiss the earth in token of peace. 
With her own lips, her gracious lips, which God 
Of sweetest accent made, the whispered still, 
Sba whispered to Rerenge rr^Torpv^ lM|;iv| I 
The Sun rejoidng round the etrtk, annoiinoea 
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Daily the "wisdom, power, and love of God, 
The Moon awokr, and from her maiden face. 
Shedding: her cloudy locks, looked meekly forth, 
And with her viro^in stais valked in the heavens, 
XValked nightly there, conversing as she ivalked. 
Of purity, and holiness, and God. 
In dreams and visions ^leep instructed much. 
Day uttered speech to day, and night to night 
Taught knowledge : silence had a tongue ; the 

grave. 
The darkness, and the lonely waste, had each 
A tongue, that ever said — Man ! think of God ! 
Think of thyself I think of eternity ! 
Fear God, the thunders said; fear God, tl^e^ 

•waves ; 
Fear God, the lis:htning of the storm replied ; 
Fear God, deep loudly answered hack to deep. 
And, in the.teifiples of the Holy One- 
Messiah's messengers, the faithful few- 
Faithful 'ropng many false — the Bible opened. 
And cried ; Repent ! repent ye Sons of Men ! 
Believe, be skived : and reasoned awfully 
Of temperance, righteousness, and judgment soon 
To come — of ever-during life and death. . , 
And chosen bards from age to age awoke 
The sacred lyre, and full on folly's ear, 
Numbers of righteous indignation poured. 
And God omnipotent, when mercy failed, 
Made bare his holy arm ; and with the stroke 
Of vengeance smote ; the fountains of the deep 
Broke up ; heaven^s windows opened ; and sent. 

on meu 
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A flood of wrath ; sent plag^ue and famine forth ; 
With earthquake rocked the world beneath $ 

with storms 
Above ; laid cities waste ; and turned fat lands 
To barrenness ; and with the sword of war 
In fury marched, and gave them blood to drink. 
Angels remonstrated : Mercy beseeched : 
Heaven smiled, and frowned : Hell groaned : 

Time fled : Death shook 
His dart, and threatened to make repentance vain, 
Incredible assertion ! men rushed on 
Determinedly to ruin : shat their ears, 
Their eyes to all advice, to all reproof — 
O'er mercy and o'er judgment downward rushed 
To misery : and, most incredible 
Of all ! to misery rushed along the way 
Of disappointment and remorse, where still 
At every step, adders, in pleasures form. 
Stung mortally ; and Joys, — ^whose bloomy 

cheeks 
Seemed glowing high with immortality, 
Whose bosoms prophesied superfluous bliss,— 
While in the arms received, and locked in close 
And riotous embrace, turned pale, and cold, 
And died, and smelled of putrifaction rank : 
Turned, in the very moment of delight, 
A loathsome* heavy corpse, that with the clear 
And hollow eyes of Death, stared horribly. 

All tribes, all generations of the earth. 
Thus wantonly to ruin drove alike : 
We h^rd indeed of golden and silver days ; 
And of primeval innocence unstained-^ 



89 THS COURSE OF TIMS. 

A pagan tale ! but by baptized bards, 
Philosophers, and statesmen, who were still 
Held wise and cunning men, talked of so much. 
That most believed it so, and asked not why. 

The pair, the family first made, were ill ; 
And Sor their great peculiar sin incurred 
The Curse, and lefl it due to all their race ; 
And bold example gave of every crime—- 
Hate, murder, unbelief, reproach, revenge 
A. time, 'tis true, ther^ came, of which thou soon 
Shalt bear-^the Sabbath Day, the Jubilee 
Of Earth, when righteousness and peace prevail- 
ed : 
This time except, who writes the history 
Of men, and writes it true, must write them bad. 
Who reads, must read o£ violence and blood. 
The man who could the story of one day 
Peftise ; the wrongs, oppressions, cruelties ; 
Deceits, and perjuries, and vanities ; 
Rewarded worthlessness, rejected worth ; 
Assassinations, robberies, thefts, and wars ; 
Disastrous accidents, life thrown awd[y ; 
Divinity insulted ; Heaven despised ; 
Reliffion scorned : — and not been sfck at night. 
And sad, had gathered greater store of mirth, 
Than ever wise i6an in the world could find. 

One cause of folly, one especial cause 
Was this — ^few knew what wisdom wis ; the' well 
Defined in God's own words, and printed large, 
On heaven and earth in characters of light, 
And Boundod in the ear by every wind. 
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Wisdom is humble, said the voice of God. 
Tis proud, the world repUed. WisdoijD^'sald €rod 
Forgiyes, forbears and sofiers, not for fear 
Of man, but God. Wisdom revenges, said 
The world ; is quick and deadly of resentment ; 
Thrusts at the very shadow of affront, 
And bastes, by death, to wipe its honor dean. 
Wisdom, said Grod, loves enemies, entreats 
Solicits, begs for peace. Wisdom, repUed 
The world, hates enemies ; will not ask peace,' 
Conditions spurns, and triumphs in their falL 
Wisdom mistrusts itself, and leans on heaven, 
Said God. It trusts and leans upon itself. 
The world replied. Wisdom retires, said God, 
And counts it bravery to bear reproach 
And shame, and lowly poverty upright ; 
And weeps with all who have just cause to weep. 
Wisdom,/eplied the world, struts forth to gaze 
Treaf is the broad stage of life with clamorous foot ; 
Attracts all praises * counts it bravery 
Alone to wield the sword, and rush on death ; 
And never weeps, but for its own disgrace. 
Wisdom, said God, is highest, when it stoops 
Lowest before the Holy Throne, throws dowa 
Its crown abased, forgets itse}f, admires, 
And breathes adoring praise. There wisdom 

stoops 
Indeed, the world replied — there stoops, oecaase 
It must : but stoops with dignity ; ana thinks 
And meditates the while of inward worth. 

Thus did Almighty God, and that the world, 
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Wisdom define. And most the worid be&eved $ 

And boldly called the truth of God a lie. ^ 

Hence, ne that to the worldly wisdom shaped 

His character, became the favorite 

Of men — was honorable termed ; a man 

Qf spirit; noble, glorious, lofiy soul! 

And as he crossed the earth in chase of dreams, 

Received prodigious shouts of warm applause. 

Hence, who to godly wisdom framed his life, 

Was counted mean, uid spiritless, and vile. 

And as he walked obscurely in the path 

which led to heaven, fools hissed with serpent 

tongue. 
And poured contempt upon his hol^r head ; 
And pofired contempt on all who praised his name. 

But false as this account of wisdom was — 
The world's I mean — it was its best : the creed 
Of sober, grave, and philosophic men; 
With much research and cogitadun framed ; 
Of men, who with the vulgar scorned to sit. 

The popular belief seemed rather worse, 
When heard replying to the voice of truth. 

The wise man, said the Bible, walks with God, 
Surveys fai on the endless line of life ; 
Values hi9 soul ; thinks of eternity ; 
Both worlds considers, and provides for both ; 
With reason's eye his passions guards ; abstains 
From evil : lives on hope, on hope, the fruit 
Of faith ; looks upward ; piurifies his s6ul ; 
Expands his wings, and mounts into the sky ; 
I'assis the sun, and gains his father's house ; 
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And drinks with angels from the ibunt of bliss. 

The multitude aload replied — ^replied 
B7 practice, for they were not book eh men ; 
Nor apt to form tbeir principles in words— 
The wise man first of all eradicates, 
As much as possihie, from o\^t his mind, 
All thought of death, God, and eternity ; 
Admires the world, and thinks of Time alone ; 
Avoids the Bible, all reproof avoids; 
Rocks conscience, if he can, asleep ; pats out 
Tbe eye of reason ; prisons, tortures, binds 
And makes her thus, by violence and forc^ 
Give wicked evidence against herself: 
Lets passion loose ; the substance leaved ; pursuss 
The shadow vehemently, but ne'er o'ertakes ; 
Puts by the cup of holiness and joy ; 
And drinks, carouses deeply in the bowl 
Of death ; grovels in dust ; pollutes, destroys 
His soul ; is miserable to acquire 
More misery ; deceives to be deceived ; 
Strives, labors to the last to shun the truth ; 
Strives, labors to the last to damn himself; 
Turns desperate, shudders, groans, blasphemsiy 

and dies, 
And sinks — where could he else? — ^to endless wo: 
And drinks the^ wine of God's eternal wrath. 

The4earned thus, and thus the unlearned woild, 
Wisdom defined — ^in sound they disagree ;' 
In substance, in efiect, in end the same ; 
And equally to God and truth opposed; 
Opposed as darkness to the light of heavsii* 
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Tet were there some that seemed well meaniiig 

men, 
Who systems planned, expressed in supple woidi. 
Which praised the man as wisest, that in one 
United both ; pleaseci God, and pleased the woild; 
And with the saint, and wjth the sinner had, 
Changing his garb wiseen, a good report. 
And many thought their definition best ; , 
And in their wisidom grew exceeding wise. 

Union abhorred ! dissimulation vain ! -. 
Could hdliness embrace the harlot sin? 
Could life wed death ? could God with Mammon 

dwell! 
Oh, foolish men ! oh, men for ever lost ! 
In spite of mercy lost, in spite of wrath ! 
In ?pite of Disappointment and Remorse, 
Which made the way to ruin rumous ! 

Hear what they ware : — ^the progeny of sill 
Alike ; and oft combined : butdifiering much 
In mode of giving pain. As felt the gross. 
Material part, when in the furnace cast. 
So- felt the soul the victim of remorse. 
It was a fire which on the verge of God*8 
Commandments burned, and on the vitab fed 
Of all who passed. Who passed, there met ra- 

mourse. • 

A violent fever seized his soul ; the heavens 
Above, the earth beneath, seemed slowing brass, 
'Heated seven times ; he heard dread voices speak. 
And mutter horrid prophecies of pain, ' 
Severer and severer yet to come : 
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And as he writhed and quivered, scorched within, 
The Fury round his torrid temples flapped 
Her fiery wings, and breathed upon his lips, 
And parched tongue, the withered blasts of hell. 
It was the suffering begun, thou saw*st 
In symbol of the Worm that never dies. 

The other — Disappointment, rather seemed 
Negation of delight. It was a thing 
Sluggish and torpid, tending towards death. 
Its breath was cold, and made the sportive b^ood, 
Stagnant, and dull, and heavy rouna the wheels 
Of life : the roots of that whereon it blew, 
Decayed, and with the genial soil no more 
Held sympathy — the leaves, the branches drooped, 
And mouldered slowly down to formless dust ; 
Not tossed and driven by violence of winds ; 
But withering where they sprung, and rotting 

there. 
Long disappointed, disappointed still, 
The hopeles man, hopeless in his main wish. 
As if returning back to nothing ft'lt ; 
In stranee vacuity of being hung, 
And rolled, and rolled his eye on emptiness. 
That seemed to grow more empty every hour. 

One of this mood I do remember well : 
We name him not, what now are earthly names ? 
In humble dwelling; bom, retired, remote. 
In rural quietude ; -mong hill?, and streams. 
And melancholy deserts, where the sun 
Saw, as he passed, a shepherd only, here 
And there watching his little flock ; or heard 
The plowiasn taUoiBg to bii steers— hifl hop0i^^ 
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His mommg hopes, awoke before bim smilingi 
Among the dews, and holy mountain airs ; 
And fancy colored them with every hue 
Of heavenly loveliness; but soon his dreams 
Of childhood fled away — ^those rainbow dreams, 
So innocent and fair, that withered age. 
Even at the grave, cleared up his dusty eye, 
And passing all between, looked fondly back 
To see them once again ere he departed. 
Thesefled |away— and anxious thought, that wisb* 

ed 
To go, yet whither knew not well to go, 
Possessed his soul, and held it still awhile. 
He listened — and heard from far, the voice of 

Fame — 
Heard, and was charmed ; and deep and suddea 

vow 
Of resolution made to be renowned ; 
And deeper vowed again to keep his vow. 
His parents saw — his parents whom^God made 
Of kindest hearts — saw, and indulged his hope. 
The ancient page he turned ; read much ; thought 

much; 
And with old bards of honorable name 
Measured his sovl severely ; and looked up 
To fame, ambitious of no seconed place. ' 
Hope grew from inward faith, and promised fair : 
Ana out before him opened many a path 
Ascending, where the laurel highest fvaved 
Her branch of endless green. He stood admiring; 
Bnt stood, admired not long. The harp he seized ; 
The h^p ho loTed—* loved better than his life f 
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The harp which uttered deepest notes, and held 
The ear of thought a captive to its song. 
He seatcbed, an*J meditated much, and whiles 
With raptaioas hand in secret touched the lyre. 
Aiming at gloriotis strains^— and searched again 
For theme deserving of immortal verse: 
Chose now, and now refused unsatisfied ; 
Pleased, then displeased, and hesitating stilL 

Thus stood his mind, when round him came a 
cloud ; 
Slowly and heavily it came; a cloud 
Of ills we mention not: enough to 83.y 
Twas cold, and dead, impenetrable gloom. 
He saw its dark approach ; and saw his hopes^ 
On^ afler^one, put out, arnearer still 
It drew hie soul, but fainted not at first ; 
Fain^d not soon. He knew the lot of man 
Was trouble, and prepared to bear the worst; 
Endqre whatever should come, without a sigh 
Endure, and drink, even to the very dregs. 
The bitterest cup that Time could m'^asure out; 
Aad, having done, look up, and ask for more. 

He called Fhilosaphy, and with his heart ' i 
Beaaoned: be called 'Religion too, but called 
Reluctantly, and theffofor<e was not heard. 
Ashamed to be o'ermatched by earthly woes. 
He sought, and sought with eye that dimmed 

apace. 
To find some avenue to li^ht, some place 
On which to rest a hope— but sought in vain. 
Parker and darker sm tbe4arkoes8 grew ; 
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At length he sank, and disappointment stood 

His oiuv comforter, and nDsumfiiUy 

Told all was past His interest in life, 

In being, ceased : and now be seemed to (eel. 

And thuddered as he felt ; his powers of mind 

Decaying in the spring-time of his day. 

The vigorous, weak became ; the clear, obscure | 

Memory gave up her charge ; decision reeled ; 

And from her flight fancy returned, returned 

Because she found no ncturishment abroad. 

The blue heavens withered, and the moon, and 

sun. 
And all Uie stars, and the green earth, and mora 
And evening withered ; and the eyes, and smiles. 
And faces of all men and women withered ; 
Withered to him ; and all the universe. 
Like something which had been, appeared, but 

now 
Was dead and mouldering fast away. He tried 
No more to hope: whisbed to forget his vow : 
Wished to forget his harp : then ceased to wish* 
That was his last. Enjoyment now was done. 
He bad no hope— lio wish — and scarce a fear. 
Of being sensible, and sensible 
Of loss, he, as some atom seemed which God - 
Had made superfluously, and needed not 
To build creation with ; but back again . 
To nothi/ig threw, and left it in the void, 
With evei&ating sense that once it was. 

Oh, who can tell what days, what nights he 
spent. 
Of tiaeless^ waveless, eailless, shoreless wo ! 
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Aad who ean teH, how many, gloriotu onc«^ - 
To others, and thenuelvea of pronaise full, 
Conducted to this pass of human thought, 
This wildeiness of intellectual death. 
Wasted and pined, and vanished from the earth, 
Leaving no vestige of memorial there ! 

It was not so with him : when thus he Isy, 
Forlorn of heart, withered and desolate, 
As leaf of Autumn, which the wolfish winds, 
Selecting from its falling sieters, chase 
Far from its native grove, to lifeless wastes, 
And leave it there alone to be forgotten 
Etchnally — God passed in mercy by. 
His praise be ever new ! aiid on him breathed • 
And bade him live ; and put into his hands 
A holy harp, into his lips a song, 
That rolled its numbers.down the tide of Time. 
Ambitious now but little to be praised 
Of men alone ; ambitious most to be 
Approved of God, the Judge of all ; and have 
His name recorded in the book of life. 

Such things were disappohitiiMnt, and Ro- 
moise: 
And oft united both, as friends severe. 
To teach men wisdom : but the fool untaught, ' 
Was foolish stHL His ear he stopped ; his eyes 
He shut : and blindly, deafly obstmate^ 
Forced desperately his way from wo to wo* 

One place, one only place there was on earth, 
Where no man e'er was fool— however mad. 
** Men may live fools, hut fools thoy cannot dio." 



Ah ! twas a truth most true , and Bang m Time, 
And to the eons of men, by one well known 
On earth for lofty vene, and lofty eense. 
Much hast thou^en, fair youth I much heard; 

but thou 
Hast never seen a death-bed, never heard 
A dying groan. Men saw it often : 'twas sad, 
To all most sorrowful and sad — ^to guilt 
'Twas anguish, terror, darkness, without bow. 
But 0, it had a most convincing tongue, 
A potent oratory, that secured 
Most mute attention : and it spoke the truth 
So boldly, plainly, perfectly distinct. 
That none the meaning could mistake, or doubt. 
And had withal a disenchanting power, 
A most omnipotent and wondrous power 
Which in a moment broke, for ever bjoke, 
And utterly dissolved the charms, and spells, 
And cunning sorceries of Earth and Hell. 
And thus it spoke to him who ghastly lay, 
And struggled for another breath : Earth's cup 
Is poisoned ; her renown, most infamous ; 
Her gold, seem as it may, is really dust ; 
Her titles, slanderous names; her praise, re- 
proach ; 
Her strength, an idiot's boast; her wisdom, blind; 
Her gain, eternal lose j her hope, a dream ; 
Her love, her friendship, enmity with God ; 
Her p^mises, a lie ; lier smile, a harlot's ; 
Her beauty, paint, and rotten within ; her plea- 

', sures. 
Deadly assassins masked; her laughter grief; 
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Har brea8t% the ■ting ofDeath ; her total eon^ 
Her all, most utter vantty ; and all 
Her lovem mad ; inaane most grievoualy ; 
And most insane, because they knew it not 

Thus did the mighty reasoner Death declare ; 
And ^omes more: and in one word confirmed 
The Bible whole— Eternity is alL 
But few spectators, few believed of thote 
Who staid behind. The wisest, best of men 
Belieyed not to the letter lull; bqt turned. 
And on the world looked forth, as if they thooihl 
The well trimmed hypocrite had somethmg stiu 
Of inward worth: the dying man alone 
Gave faithful audience, and the words of Death 
To the last jot believed ; believed and felt ; 
But oft, alas ! believed and felt too late. 

And had Earth then no joys ? no native sweety 
No happiness, that one wno spoke the truth 
Might call her own? She had; troe^ nathrt 

sweets; 
Indtgepous deligfati, which up the Tkaa 
Of Iwlinesi^ embnuang as they grew, 
Ascended, and bore fruit of heavenly taste : 
In pleasant memory held, and talked of oft, 
By yonder Saints who walk the golden stretta 
Of New Jerusalem, and compass round ^ 
The throng with nearest vision bteat—erthlM 
Hereafter then shalt hear, delighted heat; 
One page of beauty in the life of man. 
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BOOK nil. 



AsAtrtu OF Book IV. 

TIm Mnnee of earthly Vbwtf mud IndcMiidMee wm ual- 



tMl with Imt for power ; ** eaeb MHignt to make all lub^ 
jKtto hb wUV* while real liberty was the freedom 
ftean eia ; he oBhr wae free ** whom the truth of God 
made free." 

fltraage eooflleti exhibited by the ineonaleteiitaiidoppo- 
aile prineiDlfli of the Christian heart. Yet final vioory 
wee foono on tbe sideof hollnem, and after all hia ii^- 
tenial itniKlee, the christian wee trltuiphaat, mmI 
broii(ht totbe world of gloiy. 

The Books compoeed in Time, tofetlier with their antbonj 
were doooMd to (ri>UvloD undo' the ciuae which retona 
dust to dust. 

The Boolcs entitled "The Medicine of the Blind** which 
were written for the help of virtue, Were alOM exemp- 
ted ftom oblivion. 

The inauntable and mysterious providences of God, why 
deeds decreed were aceountalde, the Trinity, and Incar- 
■atlon, were subjscia, which Theology, Philosophy, 
Fancy, and finite wisdom, toiled in vain fo eomprehend. 

The unequal distribution of worldly pomes sl o n s and tmel' 
leecual glAs, plainly taught that God did not estimate 
men by outward cireumstanncs only, or by tb^ know- 
ledge, but by their roorti worth. lUustraied liy the hie* 
tmy of the giited Byron. 
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BOOK IV. 



The world had much of strange and wonderfal : 
In passion much, in action, reason, will ; 
And much in Providence, which still retired . 
From human eye, and led philosophy^ 
That ill her ignorance liked to own, thro' dark 
And dangerous paths of speculation wild. 
Some striking features, as we pass, we mark^ 
In order such as memory suggests. 

One passion prominent appears !— the lust 
Of power, which oft-times took the fairer name 
Of liberty, and hung the popular flag 
Of freedom out. Many, indeed, its names. 
When on the throne it sat, and round the neck 
Of millions riveted its iron chain. 
And on the shoulders of the people laid 
Burdens unmerciful— it title took 
Of tyranny, oppression, despotism ; 
And every tongue was weary cursing it. v 
When in the multitude it gathered strength. 
And, like an ocean bursting from its bounds. 
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LoD^ beat in yftin, weol forth resiailealjTy 

It bore the stamp and designation then, 

Of popular fury, anarchy, rebellion—- 

And honest men bewailed all order void ; 

All lawa, annulled ; all property, -destroyed ; 

The venerable*, murdered in the streets ; 

The wise, despised ; streams, red with liaman 

blood ; 
Harvests, beneath the frantic foot trode down ; 
Lands, desolate ; and famine, at the door. 

These are a part ; but other names it had 
Innumerous as the shapes and robes it wore. 
But under every name — in nature still 
Invariably the same, and always bad. 
AVe own indeed that oft against itself 
)t fought, and sceptre both and people gave 
Au equal aid, as long exemplified 
In Albion's isle-^ Albion, queen of the seas— 
And in the struggle something like a kind 
Of civil liberty grew up, the best 
Of mere terrestrial root ; but sickly too, ' 
And living only, strange to tell ! in strife 
Of factions equally contending ; dead. 
That very moment dead that one prevailed. 

Conflicting cruelly against itself. 
By its own hand it fell ; part slaving part. 
And men who noticed Odot the suicide. 
Stood wondering inw^, why earth from age to 

«ge, 
Was Btill enslaved, and erring causes gave. 
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This WHS earth's liberiy^ts nature thii-^ 
However named, in whomsoever found, 
And focftid it was in all of woman bom. 
Each man to make all subject to his will ; 
To make them do, undo, eat, drink, stand, move. 
Talk, think, and feel, exactly as he chose. 
Hence the eternal strife of brotherhoods. 
Of individuals, families, commonwealths. 
The root from which it grew was pride— bad 

root! 
And bad the fruit it bore. Then wonder not 
That long the nations from it'richly reaped 
Oppression, slavery, tyranny, and war ; 
Confusion, desolation, trouble, shame. 
And marvellous tho' it seem, this monster, when 
It took the name of slavery, as oft 
It did, had advocates to plead its cause ; 
Beings that walked, erect, and spoke like men ; 
Of Christain parentage descended too. 
And dipt in the baptismal font, as sign 
Of dedication to the Prince who bowed 
To death, to set the sin-bound prisoner free. 

Unchristain thought ! on what pretence soe'er 
Of right inherited, orelse acquired ; 
Of loss, or profit, or what plea you name. 
To buy and sell, to barter, whip, and hold 
1b chains a being of celestial make — 
Of kindred form, of kjndred faculties. 
Of kindred feelings, passions, thoughts, desires ; 
Bom free, and heir of an immortal hope !— 
Thought viUanous, absurd, detestable ! 
Unworthy to be harbored in a fiend ! 
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And only orerreached in wiekedneM 
By that, birth too of earthly liberty, 
Which aimed to make a reasonable man 
' By leg^islation think, and by the sword 
Beliere. This was that liberty renowned, 
Those equal rights of Greece and Rome, where 

men. 
All, bat a few, were bought, and sold, and scour- 
ged. 
And killed, as interest or caprice enjoined : 
In aftertimes talked of, written of so much, 
That most by sound, and custom led away, 
Belieyed the essence answered to the name. 
Historians on' this theme were long and warm ; 
Statesmen, drunk with the fumes of vain debate, 
In lofty swelling phrase, called it perfection ; 
Philosophers its rise, advance, and fall 
Traced carefully ; and poets kindled still. 
As memory brought it up; their lipe were 

touched 
With fire, and uttered words that men adored. 
Even he— true bard of Zibn, holy man I 
To whom the Bible taught this precious verse : 
**B[e is the freeman whom the truth makes ^ fre«^. 
By fashion, tho* by fashion little swayed. 
Scarce kept his harp from pagan freedom's praise. 

The captive prophet, whom Jehovah gave 
The future years, described it best, when he 
Beheld it rise in vision of the night — 
A dreadful beast, and terrible, and strong 
Exceedingly, with mighty iron teeth ; 
And lo, it brake in pieces, and derooredy 
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And Bta^nped the readae beneath its ftet ! 

True liberty was Christain^ sanctified, 
Baptised, and found in Christian hearts alone. 
First bom of Virtue I daug^hter of the skies ! 
Nnnlingf of truth divine ! sister of all 
The graces, meekness, h<dine8S, and love : 
Giving to God, and man, and all b<&low. 
That symptom showed of sensible existanoe, . 
Their due unasked ; fear to whom fear was due ; 
To all, respect, benevolence, and love. 
Compsmion of religion ! where she cam 
There freedom came ; where dwelt, there free- 

dom dwelt ; 
Ruled where she ruled^ expired where she 

expired. 

'*Be was the freeman whom the truth made 

free :" 
Who first of all, the bands of Satan broke; 
Who broke the bands of Sin ; and for his soul. 
In spite of fools consulted seriously ; 
In spite of fashion persevered in good ; 
la spite of wealth or poverty, upright 3 
Who did as reason, not as ikocy bade ; 
Who heard temptation sing, and yet tamed not 
Aside ; saw sin bedeck her flowery bed. 
And yet would not go up ; felt at his heart 
The sword unsheathed, yet would not sell the 

truth; 
l¥ho, having power, had not the will to hurt ; 
Who bluah^ alike to be, or have a slave ; 
Who bludbed at nought bat sin, feared nought bat 

Gods 
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Wbo, finaU jy in itrong mtegrity 

Of soul, *midit want, or ricbea, or disgrace. 

Uplifted calmly sat, and heard the waves 

Or atomiT folly breaking at his feet ; 

Ifow staiill with praise, now hoarse with fool re 

proach, 
And both despised sincerely ; seeking this 
Alone— the approbation of his God, 
Whidi still with conscience witnessed to hiF 

peace. 

Thi^ is freedom, such as angela use, 
And kindred to the liberty of God. 
First born of Virtue ! daughter of the skies ! 
The man, the state in whom she ruled, was free ; 
All else were slaves of Satan, Sin, and Death. 

Already thou hast something heard of good 
And ill, of vice and virtue, perfect each : 
Of those redeemed, or else abandoned quite ; 
And more shalt hear, when at the judgment day 
The characters we of mankind review. 
Seems aught which thou hast heard astonishing? 
A greater wonder now thy audience asks 
Phenomejia in all the universe 
Of moral being most anomalous ; 
Inexplicable most, and wonderfuL 
I'll introduce thee to a single heart ; 
A human heart : we enter not the worst ; 
But one by Grod's renewing Spirit touched : 
A Christian heart, awakedfrom sleep of am. 
What seest thou hero ? whatmark'st? observe it 
well. — 



^ 
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Wnt, paBBion» reason; hope% fean ; joy, dirtim^ 
Peace, turbulence j simpliei^, deceit) 
Good, ill j^ corropti(m, immortality, 
A temple of the Holy Ghost, and yet 
oft lodging fiends ; the dwelling place of all 
The heayenly yirtuefl^-*charity and truth, 
Humility, and holiness, and love ; 
And yet the comnKHi haunt of anger^ pride, 
Hatred, revenge, and passions fouTanth lost ; 
Allied to heaven, yet parleying oft with bell : 
A soldier listed in Messiah*a band. 
Yet giving quarter to Abaddon's troops: 
With seraphs drinking from the well of life, 
And yet carousing in the cup of death ; 
An heir of heaven, and waltzing thitherward. 
Yet casting back a covetous eye on earth : 
Emblem of strength, and weakness ; loving now. 
And now abhorring sin ; indulging now, 
And now repenting sore ; rejoicing now, 
With joy unspeakable, and full of .glonr. 
Now weeping bitterly, and clothed incfust. 
A man willing to do, and doing not ; 
Doing, and willing «ot ; embracing what 
He hates, what most he loves abandoning. 
Half saint, and sinner half— half life, half death : 
Commixture strange of lleaven, and Earth, an4 
HeU! 

What seest thou here ? what mark'st 7 a battl«» 
field- 
Two banners spread ; two dreadfiil fiionta of way 
In shock of opposition fierce eiiga|[ed«— 
God, angela, saw whole em|iirt» nsf m aimi 
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Saw knifs •zalted ; heard them tumbled <k»wB ; 
and other's rai8ed,~-aiid heeded not: but here, 
God, angels, looked; God, angels^ fiMJghl; iad 

HeU, - , 

With all nis Ieg(ioQS, fooght : here error fought ' 
With truth ; with darkness light ; and life with 

death : » 

And here not kingdoms, reputations, worlds, 
Were won ; the strife was for eternity; 
The victory was nerer-ending bliss ; 
The badge a chaplet from the tree of life. 

While thus within contending armies strove, 
Without the Christian had his troubles too. 
For. as by God's unalterable laws, 
And ceremonial of the heaven of heavens. 
Virtue takes place of all, and worthiest deods 
Sit highest at the feast of bliss ; on Earth 
The opposite was fashion's rule polite. 
Virtue the lowest place at table took. 
Or served, or was shut out: the Christian still 
Was mocked, derided, persecuted, slain : 
And Slander, worse than mockery, or sword. 
Or death, stood nightly by her horrid forge, 
And fabricated lies to stain his name. 
And wound his peace — ^but still he had a aooree 
Of happiness, that men could neither give 
Nor take away : the avenues that led 

To immortality before him lajT ; 
He saw, with faith's far reaching eye, the fofunt 
Of life, his Father's house, his Saviow God, 
And borrowed thence to Up his piesont waat» 
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• EncooBtered thus with enemies ivithoiil, 

Withio, tike bark that meets opposing winds 

And floods, this way, now that, she steers athwart; 

Tossed by the wave, and driven by the storm ; 

But still me pilot, ancient at the helm, 

The harbor keeps in eye ; and after much 

Of danger past, and many a prayer rude, 

He runs her safely in — So was me man 

Of God, beset, so tossed by adverse winds ; 

And so his eye upon the land of life 

He k«pt. Virtue grew daily stronger, sin \ 

Decayed ; his enemies repulsed, retired ; 

Till at the stature of a perfect man 

In Christ arrived, and, with the Spirit fiUed, 

He gained the haji)or of eternal rest. 

But think not yirtue else than dwells in God 
Essentially, was perfect, without spot. 
Examine yonder suns ! at distance seen. 
How bright they burn ! how gloriously they shine| 
Mantling the worlds around in beamy light I 
But nearer viewed, we through their ^stre see 
Some dark behind : so virtue was on earth, 
So is in heaven, and so shall always be. 
Though good it seem, immaculate, and fiur, 
Exceedingly to saint or angel's gaze, 
The uncreated Eye, that searches all, 
Sees it imperfect ; sees, but blames not ; seei^ 
Welkpleased; and best with those who deepest 

oiye 
Into themselvei^ and know themselves the most^: 
Taught thence in hmnbler reverence to bow 
Be^e the Holy One j and oftner view 
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Hii ezeeUence, that in them ttill may rise, 
^And grow his likeness, growing evermore. 

Nor think that any,, bom of Adam's race, 
In his own proper virtue, entered heaven. 
Once fallen (rom God and perfect holiness^ 
No being, unassisted, e*er could rise, 
Or sanctify the sis- polluted soul. 
OH: was the trial made ; but vainly made : 
So oft as men in Earth's best livery clad. 
However fair, approached the gates of heaven, 
Arid stood presented to the eye of God, 
Their impious pride so oil his soul abhorred. 
Vain hope! in patch- work of terrestrial grain. 
To be received into the courts above ; % 

As vain, as towards yonder suns to soar 
On wing of waxen plumage melting soon. 

^ Look round, and those numbers infinite, 
Thai stand before the throne, and in their hands 
. Palms waving high, as token of victonr 
For battles won— these are the sons of^men 
Redeemed, the ransomed of the Lamb of (Sod : 
All these, and millions more of kindred blood. 
Who now are out on messages of love- 
All these^-their virtue, beauty, excellence. 
And joy, are purchase of redeeming blood ; 
Their glory, bounty of redeeming love. 

O love divine ! harp, lift thy voice on high ! 
bhout, angels ! shout aloud, ye sons of men ! 
And bum my heart with the eternal £arae! 
R llabg e, be eloquent with endlesss praise j 
omr jivine \ homaMiirable^ltfve! 
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Stooping from heaven to earth, from earth to hell. 
Without beguming, endless, boondless loye I 
Abore all asking, giying fiir to those 
Who nought deserved, vrho nongfat deienred 

but death. 
Saving the vilest ! saving me ! O love 
Divine ! O Savioar God ! O Lamb, cnoe slain ( 
At thought of thee, thy love, thy flowing Uood, 
AH tlioughts decay ; a]l things rememberad, &de ; 
All hopes return ; all actions done by men 
Or angels, disappear, absrobed and lost : 
All fly — as from the great -white throne, which he, 
The prophet, saw, in vision wrapt— the heaTens 
And earth, and sun, and moon, and starry host, 
Confoundeid fled, and found a place no more. 

One glance of wonder, as we pass, deserve 
The books of Time. Productive was the world 
In many things ; but most in books : like swarms 
Of locusts, which God sent to vex a land 
Rebellious long, admonished long in vain, 
Their numbers they poured annually on man. 
From heads conceiving still : perpetual birth 2 
Thou wonderest, how ike world contained them 

aU' 
Thy wonder stay: like men, this was their 

doom : — 
That dust they were, and should to dust return. 
And oft their fathers, childless and bereaved^ 
Wept o'er their grarea^ when they themaelvee 

were green ; 
And-eo^them fell, as fell on ereifjr age, 
As on their Mitiiorf fett^ etdifiovi Ni^ 
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Whkli o*er the past lay darkliiig;, hea?7,jt!ll« 
Impenetrable, motionless, and sad, . 
Having his dismal leaden* pi umag^e, stirred 
By DO remembrancer, to show the men 
Who afler came what was concealed beneath* 

The story-telling tribe alone, outran 
All calculation far, and left behind. 
Lagging, the swiftest numbers : dreadful, ereo 
To fancy, was their De7er<>ceaBing^irth ; 
And room had lacked, had not their life been 

short. 
Excepting some— their definition take 
Thou thus, ezprest in gentle phrase, which 

leaves ^ 

Some truth behind { A Novel was a book 
Three-volumed, and once read ; and oft cram- 

med full 
Of poisonous error, blackening every page ; 
And oftener still of trifling, second-hand 
Remark, and old, diseased, putrid thought ; 
And miserable incident, at war 
With nature, with itself, and truth at war : 
Yet charming still, the greedy reader on. 
Till done — ^he tried to recollect his thoughts. 
And nothing found, but dreaming emptiness. 
Th6se, like ephemera sprung in a day. 
From lean and shallow soU^ brains of sand, 
And in a day expired : yet while they lived. 
Tremendous oft>times was the popular roar ; 
And cries oA— Live for ever^-etrack the ildM. ^ 

One kind alone remained, seen t^roVtl^ ffloevi, 
Andralleailiadowofthepesti ulightt 
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At intervals they shone, and brought the e^e, 

That backward travelled, upward, till arrived 

At him, who on the hills of Midian, sang^ 

The patient man of Uz ; and from the lyre 

Of angels, learned the early dawn of Time. 

Not light and momentary labor these, 

But disipline and self-denial long, 

And purpose staunch, and perseverance, asked* 

And energy that inspiration seemed. 

Composed of many thoughts, possessing each, 

Innate and underived vitality : 

Which having fitly shaped, and well arranged 

In brotherly accord, they builded up— 

A stately superstructure, that, nor wind, 

Nor wave, nor shock of falling years could move ; 

Majestic and indissolubly firm ; 

As rank^ of veteran warriors in the field ; 

Each by himself alone, and singly seen— 

A tower of strength ; in massy phalanx knit, - 

And in embattled squadron rushing on— • 

A sea of valor, dread ! invincible ! 

Books of this sort, or sacred or profane, 
Which virtue helped, were titled not amiss^ 
The medicine of the mind : who read them, read 
Wisdom, and was refreshed ; and on his path 
Of pilgrimage with healthier step advanced. 

In mind, in matter, much was difficult 
To understand : but what in deepest night 
Retired ; inscrutable, mysterious, dark. 
Was 'evil; God*s decrees ; and deeds decreed* 
Reqponitbto. Why God, the Jost, and good, 
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OmmpoteDt and wise, should sofEer ai|i 
To rise. Why man was free, accounUble ; 
Yet God foreseeing^, overruling all. 
Where'er the eye could turn, whatever tract 
Of moral thought it took, by reason's torch. 
Or Scripture's led, before it still this mount 
Sprung up, impervious, insurmountable ; 
Above the human stature rising far ; 
Horizon of the mind — surrounding still 
The vision of the soul with clouds and gloom. 
Yet did they oft attempt to scale its sides. 
And gain its top. Philosophy, to dimb 
With all her vigor, toiled from age to age ; 
From age to age. Theology, with all 
Her vigor, toiled ; and vagrant fancy toiled. 
Not weak and foolish only, but the wise, 
Patient, courageous, stout, sound-headed men. 
Of proper discipline, of excellent wind. 
And strong of intellectual limb, toiled hard ; 
And oft above the reach of common eye 
Ascended far, and seemed well nigh the tcap ; 
But only seemed ^ for still another top 
Above Uiem rose, till giddy grown and mad, 
With gazing at these dangerous heights of God, 
They tumbled down, and in their raving said, 
They o'er the summit saw : and s<»ne believed ; 
Believed a lie ; for never man on earthy 
That mountain crossed, or saw its further lide. 
Around it lay the wreck of many a Sage- 
Divine — PhUosophcr ; and many more 
Fell daily, undeterred by millions fallen ; 
Each wooderiog why he &ik4 io oomprehand 



TBS COtlRSE 01* TIlfiB. 117 

6od« and with finite measure infinite. 

To pass it, was no doubt desirable ; 

And few of any intellectual size. 

That did Dot sometime in their day attempt ; 

But all in vain ; for at the distant hill, 

MThich on the right, or left the traveUer'c eye 

Bounds, seems advancing as he walks, and oft 

He looks, and looks, and thinks to pass ; but stUl 

It forward moyes, and mocks his baffled sig'ht, . 

Till night descends and wraps the scene in gloom: 

So did this moral height the yision mock ; 

So lifted up its dark and cloudy head. 

Before the eye, and met it evermore. 

And some provoked — accused the righteous God. 

Accused of what? hear human boldness now ! 

Hear guUt, hear folly, madness, all extreme ! 

Accused of what ? the God of truth aecusad 

Of cruelty, iiyustioe, wickedness ! 

Abundant sin ! Because a mortal man, 

A worm at best of small capacity. 

With scaree an atom of Jehovah's works 

Before him, and with scarce an hour to look 

Upon them, should presume to censure God— • 

l4ie -infinite and uncreated God ! 

To sit in judgment—on Himself, his works, 

His providence ! and try, accuse, condemn ! 

If there is aught, thought or to think, absurd, 

Irrational, and wicked, this is more — 

This most ; the sin of devils, or of those 

To devils growing fi&st : wise men and good. 

Accused thonselves, not God; and put their 

hands 
Upon their mouths and in th^ dust adored. 
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The Christian's faith had many myBtmiei too. 
The uncreated holy Three in One ; 
Diyinc incarnate ; human in divine; 
The inward caU ; the sanctifying^ Dew. 
Commg unseen, unseen departing thence ; 
Anew creating all, and yet not heard ; 
Compelling, y^t not felt : — mysterioos tbeiM ; 
Not that Jehovah to conceal them wished ^ 
Not that religbn wished : the Christian failby 
Unlike the timorous creeds of pagan priests. 
Was frank, stood forth to view, invitea all, 
To prove, examine, search, investigate, 
And gave herself a light to see her by. 
Mvsterious these — because too large for^eya 
Of man, too long for human arm to mete. 

Oo to yon mount, which on the noith*ndo 

stand 
Of New Jerusalem, and lifts its head 
Serene in glory bright, except the hill, . 
The Sacred Hill of God, whereon no foot 
Must treadt highest of all creation's walke. 
And overlooking all, in prospect vae^ 
F rom out the ethereal blue-^that cliff ascend ; 
Gaze thence ; around thee look ; nought now hn* 

pedes 
Thy view ; yet still thy vision, purified 
And strong although it be, a boundary meets. . 
Or rather thou wilt »ay, th; vision faiu 
To gaze throughout illimitable space, 
And find the end of hifinite : ana so 
It was with all the mysteries of faith { 
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God Mt them forth unveiled to the full gize 
Qf Man, and asked him to invostifiate ; 
But reason's eye, however purified, 
And on whatever tali, and goodly height 
Of observation placed, to comprehend 
Them fully sought in vain, in vain seeks still j 
Bat wiser now and humbler, she concludes 
From what she knows already of his love, 
All gracious, which she cannot understand ; 
And gives hira credit, reverence, praise for all. 

Another feature in the ways of God, 
That wonderous seemed, and made some men 

complain. 
Was the unequal gift of worldly things. 
Great was the difference indeed of men 
Externally, from beggar to the prince. 
The highest take, and lowest — and conceive 
The scale between. A noble of the earth. 
One of its great, in splendid mansion dwelt; 
Was robed io silk and gold -, and every day 
Fared sumptuously ; was titled, honored, served, 
Thousands his nod awaited, and his will 
For law received : whole provinces his march 
Attended, and his chariot drew, or on 
Their shoulders bore aloll the precious man. 
Millions, abased, fell prostrate at his feet ; 
And mHlions roor« thundered adoring praise. 
As far as eye oould reach, he called the land 
His own, and added yearly to his fields. , 

Like tree that of the soil took healthy root, 
He grew on every side, and towered on high, 
AdiT over half a nation shadowing wide, 
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He wfsend hk amplo boughs : au; eartb; and aaa. 
Nature entire, the brute, and rational, 
To please him mioislered, and vied among 
Themselves, ivbo moat should hisdesiies pievaof^ 
Watching the moving of his rising thoughts 
Attentivdy, and bastmg to hilfil. 
His palaee rose and kissed the gorgeous dooda^ 
Streams bent their music tohis will; trses sprung; 
The native waste put on luxuriant robes; 
And plains of happy cottages cast out 
Their tenants, and became a hunting-field. 
Before him bowed the distant isles, with froita 
And spices rare ; the south her treasures brought ; 
The east and west sent; and the frigid north 
Came with her offering of glossy furs. 
Musicians soothed his ear with airs select ; 
Beauty held out her arms ; and every man 
Of cunning skill, and curious device, 
And endlebs multitudes of liveried wighti^ 
His {deasure waited with obsequious look. 
And when the wants of nature were supplied. 
And common-place extravagance filled, 
Beyond their asking ; and caprice itself 
In all its zig-zag appetites, gorged full,— 
The man, new wants, and new expenses planned: 
Nor planned alone : wise, learned, sober men. 
Of cogitation deep^ took up his case 
And planned for nun new modes of folly wUd : 
Contrived new wishes^ wants, and wondroai 

means 
Of snenduig with despatch : j^et after all. 
His nelds exteuded still, his nches grew, 
And what seemed splendor infinite, increatedt 
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So lavishly upon a stogie man 

Did Providence his bounties daily showei. 

Turn now thy eye, and look on poverty ! 
Look on the lowest of her ra^iged sons ! 
We find him by the way, sitting in dast : 
He has no bread to eat, no tongae to asK ; ^ 
No limbs to walk ; no home, no house, no friend. 
Observe his goblin cheek ; bis wretched eye ; 
See how his band, if any hand be has, 
Involtmtary opens, and trembles forth, 
As comes the traveller's foot: aniJ bear his groaoy 
His long and lamentable groan, announce 
The want that gtinws within: severely now, 
The sun scorches and burns his old bald head ; 
The frost now ^lues him to the chilly earth ; 
On him hail, rain, and tempest, rudely beat ; 
And all the winds of heaven, in jocular mood, 
Sport with his withered rags, that, tossed about, 
Display his nakedness to passers by, 
And grievously burlesque the human form. 
Observe him yet more narrowly : his limbii 
With palsy shaken, about him blasted lie ; 
And all his flesh is full of putrid sores, 
And noisome bounds, his bones of racking pains. 
Strange vesture this for an immortal soul ! 
Strange retinue to wait a lord of earth ! 
It seems as Nature, in some surly mood. 
After debate and musing long, had tried, 
How vile and miserable thing her hand 
Could fabricate, then made this meagre man. 
A sight so full of perfect misery. 
That passengers their faces turned awa^i 
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And hasted to be gone ; and delicate 
And tender women took another path, ^ 

This great disparity of outward thinf^ 
Taught many lessons ; but this teoght in chiely 
Though learned by few : that God no yalue set. 
That man should none, on goods of worldiy kind \ 
On transitory, frail, extemid things, 
Of migratory, ever changing sort 
And further teught, that in the soul alone 
The thinking, reasonable, willing soul, 
God placed the total excellence of man ; 
And meant him evermore to seek it therOb 

But stranger still the distribution seemed 
Of intellect ; though fewer here complained ; 
Each with his share, upon the whole, content. 
One man there was, — and many such you might 
Have met— who never had a dozen thoughte 
In all his life, and never changed their course ; 
'But told them o*er, each in its 'customed place, 
From morn till night, from youth till hoary age* 
Little above the ox which grazed the field 
His reason rose : so weak his memory, 
The name bis mother called him by, he scarce 
Remembered ; and his iudgment so unteu^ht, 
That what at evening played along the swampi 
Fantestic, clad in robie of fiery hue. 
He thought the devil in disguise, and fled 
With quivering heart, and winged footsteps home* 
The word philosophy he never heard. 
Or science ; never heard of liberty^ 
Necessity; or laws of gravitetion; 
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And never nad an unbelieving donbt. 
Beyond his native vale he never looked ; 
But thought the visual line, that girt him round. 
The wodd*s extreme: and thought the silver 

moon. 
That nightly o'er him led her virgin hoat, 
Vo broader than his father's shield. He lived— 
Lived where his father lived— died where he died ; 
Lived happy, died happy, and was saved. 
But not surprised. He loved, and served his God. 

There was another, large of understanding, 
Of memory infinite, of judgment deep: 
Who knew all learning, and all science knew; 
And all prbenomena in heaven and earth. 
Traced to their causes ; traced the labyrinhta 
Of thought, association, passion, will ; 
And all the subtile, nice a£finities 
' Of matter, traced ; its virtues, motions laws j 
And most familiarly and deepljr talked 
Of Mental, moral, natural, divine. 
Leaving the earth at will, he soared to heaven, 
And read the glorious visions of the skies ; 
And to the music of the rolling spheres 
Intellicently listened ; and gazed far backi 
Into the awful depths of Deity. 
Did all that mind assisted most could do ; 
And yet in misery lived, in misery died. 
Because he wanted holiness of heart. 

A deeper lesson this to mortals tought. 
And nearer cut the branches of thefar pride % 
That not in mental, but in moral wortbi 
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God, ezcoUenoe plamd ; and only to the good. 
To virtue gnated happinen alone; 

ft 

Admire the goodness of Almighty Grod ! 
He riches gave, he intellectual strength' 
To few, and therefore none commands to he. 
Or rich, or learned; nor promises reward 
Of peace to these. On aJl, He moral worth 
Bestowed ; and moral tribute asked from aU. 
And .who Uiat could not pay? who born eo.poor, 
Of intellect so mean, as not to know 
l^hat«ieimdthe1>eat; and knowing, mi^not 

do? 
Aa.not to know what God and conscience bade ; 
And what tbegr bade not able to obey? 
And he, who acted tfaus,iiilfiUed the law 
Eternal, and itS'promise teaped of peace; 
Foudd peace this way alone : who sought it elac^ 
Sought m^bw grapes beneath the icy F<4e, 
Sought blooming roaes on the oheek of death. 
Sought substance in a world of fleeting sfaadee. 

Take one example, to our purpose quite. 
A man of rank, and of capacious soul. 
Who riches haa, and fame, beyonddesire. 
An heir of flattery, to titles bom, 
And reputation, and luxurious life : 
Tet, not content with ancestorial name. 
Or to be known because his fathers were. 
He on this height hereditary stood. 
And, gasing higher, purposed in his heart 
To take another step. Abore him seemed. 
Alone, the nowt or song, the lofty seat 
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Of cftnonaed bards ; and thitherward, 

By natof e tattght, and inward melndy, 

In prime of youth, he bent his eagle eye. 

No ooet waa spared. What books he wished, he 

read: 
What sage to hear, he heard ; what scenea to see. 
He saw. And first in rambling school-boy days, 
Britannia's mountain-walks, and heath-girt lakes, 
And atory-telling glens, and founts, and brooks. 
And maids, as dew-drops pure and fair, bis soul 
With grandeur filled, and melody, and love. 
Then travel came, and took him where he wished. 
He cities saw, and courts, and princely pomp ; 
And mused alone on ancient mountain-brows ; 
And mused on battle-fields, wheve valor fought 
in other dajTs ; and mused on ruins grey 
With yeara; and drank from old and fabalo«a 

wells. 
And pkiekcd the vine that &st-boni propiieti 

plucked 
And museid on famous tombs, and on the wave 
Of Oeaan mused, and on the desert waste; 
The heavens and earth of every country saw. 
Where'er the old inspiring Genii dwelt. 
Aught that could rouse, expand, refine the aoal, 
Thitber he went, and meditated there* 

He touched his harp, and nations heard, en- 
tranced. 
As some vast river of unfailing source. 
Rapid exhaustless, deep, his numbers flowed, 
And opened new fountains in the human heart. 
Where faney halted, weary in her flight, 

c 1 



196 THB 

In oUmt men, his fresh as morQing roMt 

And soared un^odden heijg^hts, and seemed at 

home, / 

Where aogels bashful looked. Others, tho' gfreat. 
Beneath their argument seemed straggling 

whiles ; 
He from above descending, stooped to touch 
The loftiest thought ; and proudly stooped, as tho' 
It scarce deserved his verse. With Nature's self 
He seemed an old acquaintance, free to jest 
At will with all her glorious majesty. 
He laid his hand upon '*the Ocean's mane," 
And played familiar with his hoary locks. 
Stood on, the Alps, stood on the Apennines^ 
And with the thunder talked, as friend to friend ; 
And wove his garland of the lightning's wing^ 
In sportive twist— the lightning's fiery wing, 
Whichf as the footsteps of the dreadful God, 
Maivbing upon the storm in vengeance seemed — 
Then turned, and with the grasshopper, who song 
His evening song, beneath his feet, conversed. 
Suns, moons, and stars, and clouds his sisters 

were; 
Rocks, mountains, meteors, seas, and winds, and 

storms. 
His brothers— younger brothers, whom he scaioe 
As equals deemed. All passions of all men — 
The wild and tame — ^the gentle and severe ; 
All thoughts, all maxims, sacred and profane ; 
All creeds ; all seasons. Time, Eternity ; 
All that was hated, and all that'was dear ; 
All that was hoped, all that was leared by mfln« 
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He tossed about, as tempest, withered leavesV 

Then sItiHing looked upon the wreck be made. 

With terror now he froze the cowering blood ; 

And DOW dissolved the heart in tenderness: 

Yet would not tremble, would not weep himself. 

Bat back into his soul retired, alone. 

Dark, sullen, proud ; gazing contemptuously 

On hearts and passions prostrate at his feet. 

So Ocean from the plains, his waves had lato 

To desolation swept, retired in pride. 

Exulting in the glory of his might, 

And seemed to mock the ruin be had wrought. 

As some fierce comet of tremendous size, 
To which the stars did reverence, as it passed ; 
So he through learning, and through fancy took 
His flight sublime ; and on the loftiest top 
Of Fame's dread mountain sat: not soiled, and 

worn. 
As if he from the earth bad labored up ; 
But as some bird of heavenly plumage fair, 
He ]ooked,which down from higher regions came) 
And perched it there, to see what lay beneath. 

The nations gased, and wondered much, and 
praised. 
Critics "before him fell in humble plight; 
Coofoanded fell ; and made debasing signs- 
To catch his eye; and stretched, and swelled 

themselves 
To bursting nigh, to utter bulky words 
Ofadttirationirast: and many too, 

2 J 
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Many that aimed to imitate his flight. 

With weaker Tring, unearthly fluttering made. 

And gave abundant sport to after days. 

Great man ! the nations gazed, and wondered 

much, 
And praised : ^d many called ^is evil good 
Wits wrote in favor of his wickedness ; 
And kings to do him honor took delight. 
Thus fuU of titles, flattery, honor, fame ; 
Beyond ydesire, beyond ambition full,— 
He died — he died of what? Of wretchedness. 
Drank every ctip of joy, heard every trump 
Of fame; drank early, deeply drank; draxik 

draughts 
That common millions might have quenched- -^ 

then died 
Of thirst, because there was no more to drink. 
His eoddess, Nature, wooed, embraced, enjoyed, 
Fell from his arms, abhorred : his passions med. 
Died, all but dreary, solitary Pride ; 
And all his sympathies in being died. 
As some ill-guiaed bark, well built and tall, 
Which angry tides cast out on desert shore, 
And then, retiring, left it there to rot 
And moulder in the winds and rains of heaven; 
So he, cut from the sympathies of life, 
And cast ashore from f^easure'sboisteioiw Bwtgt^ 
A wandering, weary, worn, and wretched things 
Scorched, and desolate, and olasted soul, 
A gloomy wilderness of dying thought,— 
Repmed. and groaned, and withmd from th« 

earth. 
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Hii gnMiningfl filled the land^ bis numben filled ; 
And yet he seemed ashamed to groan :— I'oor 

man !— 
Ashamed to ask, and jet he needed hdp.^ 

Proof this, beyond all lingering of donbt, 
That not with natural or mental wealth, 
Was God delighted, or his peace secured ; 
That not in natural or mental wealth, 
Was human happiness or grandeur found. 
Attempt how monstrous, and bow surely vain ! 
With things of earthly sort, with aught but God, 
With au£ht but moral ezceUence, truth, and love 
To satisfy and fill the immortal soul ! 
Attempt, vain inconceivably ! attempt, 
To satisfy the Ocean with a drop. 
To marry Immortality to Death, 
And with the unsubstantial Shade of TinMi 
To fill the embrace of all Eternity 
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BOOK V. 



Ahaiutbii of Boox> v. 

Aetiofu done in time live In Eternity. 

If en may be absolved from the consequence ofrin,-lNtt 
the evil deed, altho* not imputed, remains a dark epoC 
on the annals of tlie past. 

True happiness was within the reach of all ; and tbat, 
which was joy to one, was misery to another. 

True happiness always accompanied duty. 

Among the contributions to happiness were, the blias tiid 
ioys of childhood, of maternal afiection, of youthful 
Jove, and of friendship ; the study of nature ; recol- 
lections of the past ; anticipations of the future^ repoae 
af^r labor, and even grief afforded joys. 

From whatever' sources men experienced joy, the plouf 
enjoyed the same in the highest degree. 

Of the Millannium, tlie thousand years of Meosiah^a reinit 
foretold by the prophets^ prei^ed by the conflict ot- 
tveeu Truth and error. 
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Praise God, ye servants ofthetiord! praisd 

God, 
Te angels strong I praise God, ye sons of men ! 
Praise him who made, and who redeemed your 

souls ; 
Who gave you hope, reflection, reason, will $ 
Minds that can pierce eternity remote, 
And live at once on future, present, past; 
Can speculate on systems yet to mike, 
And back recoil on ancient days of Time. ^ 

Of Time, soon past ; soon lost among the shadei 
Of buried years. Not so the actions done 
In Time, the deeds of reasonable n^en ; 
As if engraven with pen of iron grain, 
And laid in flinty rock, they stand unchanged, 
Written on the various pages of the past: 
If good, in rosy characters of love; 
If bad, in letters of vindictive fire. 
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God may forgive, bat cannot blot them oat. 
Syttems begin, and end ; eternity 
RoUa on his endless years ; and men absolTed 
By mercy from the consequence, forget 
The evil deed ; and God imputes it not : 
But neither systems endings nor begun ; 
Eternity that rolls his endless years. 
Nor men absolved, tmd sanctified, and washed 
By mercy from the conse((uence ; nor yet 
Forgetfulness ; nor God imputing not. 
Can wash the guilty deed once done,' from o^X 
The faitl\ful annals of the past; who reads. 
And many read, there finds it, as it was« 
• And is, and shall forever b e- a dark, 
Unnatural and loathly moral spot. 

The span of Time was short mdeed ; and now 
Three-fourths were past, the last begun, and onj 
Career-ing to its close, which soon we sing t 
But first our promise we redeem, to tell 
The joys of Time*-her joys of native growth $ 
And briefly must, what longer tale deserves. 

Wake, dear remembrances { wake childhoood- 

days ! 
Loves, friendships, wake ! and wake thou mom, 

and even! 
Son! with thy orient locks; night, moon, and 

stars ! 
And thou, celestial bow ! and all ye wood?. 
And hills, and vales ; first trode in dawning life ! 
And hours of holy musing, wake ! wake, earth ! 
And smiling to remembrance, come s and bring, 

# 
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l^or thou canst brings, meet argument fotr Mtt} 
Of heavenly harp; meet heanng for the ear 
Of heavenly auditor, exalted higbi 

God gave much peace on earth, much holy joyi 
Oped fountains of perennial springy, whence flow* 

ed 
Abundant happiness to all who wished 
To drink : not perfect bliss ; that dwells with tt% 
Beneath the eyelids of the Eternal One, 
And sits at his right hand alone : but such) 
As well deserved the name-^-^bundant joy 
Pleasures, on which the memory of saints 
Of highest glory, siiil delights to dwelK 

It was, we own^ subject of knuch debatai 
And worthy men stood on opposing sides^' 
Whether the cup of mortal life had more 
Of sour or sweet. Vain question this, when Aakod 
In general terms, and worthy to be left 
Unsolved. If most was sour, the drinker, not 
The cup, we blame. £adi in himself the meao* 
Possessed to turn the bitter sweet, the sweet 
To bitter. Hence from out the self-same Ibunli 
One nectar drank, another draughts of geJL 
Hence, from the selfrsame quarter of the sky^ 
One saw ten thousand angeis look and fimile j 
Another saw as many demons frown. 
One discord heard, where harmony mctined 
Another's ear. The sweet was In the taste^ 
The bei^otv in the eye, and in the ear 
The melody ; and in the man,'^for God 
Necessity of sinning laid on nQpe,— 

c4 
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To form the taato, to purify the ejo. 
And tune the ear^ that ell he tasteoi saw. 
Or heard, mjght be harmonioufl, sweet, and fair. 
Who would, might groan ; who would, might smg 
for joy. 

Nature lamented Tittle. Undevoured* 
By spurious appetites, she found enough. 
Where least was found ; with gleanings satisfiedf 
Or crumbs, that from the hand of luxury fell ; 
Yet seldom these she ate, but ate the bread 
Of her own industry, made sweet by toil ; 
And walked in robes that her own hand had s|^2ii| 
And slept on down her early rising bought* 
Frugal and diligent in business, chaste 
And abstinent, she stored for helpless age, 
And, keeping in reserve her spring-day Eeakb, 
And dawning relishes of Hfe, she drank 
Her evening cup with excellent appetite ; 
And saw her eldest sun decline, as fair 
As rose her earliest mom, and pleased as ivelL 

'" Whether in crowds or solitudes, in streets 
Or shady groves, dwelt Happhiess, it seerae 
In vain to ask ; her nature makes it vain, , 
Tho* poets much, and hermits talked and sung 
Of brooks, and crystal founts, and weeping dewS| 
And Myrtle bowers, and solitary vale ; 
And with the nymph made assignations there; 
And wooed her with the love-sick oaten reed; 
And sages too, although less positive. 
Advised their sons to court her in the shade. 
Delirious babble all ! Was happmess^ 
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Wis 8^ ijppiMng, God-appioviag joy. 
In drops or dew, Iwwever pore ? in galeCf 
However eweet? in wells, however clear? 
Or groves, however thick with verdant shade? 

Tnie, these were of themselves e^cceeding fahrf 
How ftur at mom aad even 1 worthy the waik 
Of loftiest mind ; and gave, when all within 
WaSKfight, a feast of overflowing bliss. 
But were the occasion, not the cause of joy : 
They waked the native fountains of the soul. 
Which slept before ; and 'stirred the holy tide* 
Of feeling up; giving the heart todnnk 
From its own treasures, draughts of perfect sweet* 

The Christian faith, which better knew th# 
heart 
Of man — ^him thither sent for peace ; and thus 
Declared : Who finds it, let him find it there: 
Who finds it not, for ever let hmi seek 
In vain : *tis God^s most holy, changeless wilt. 

True happiness had no localities ; 
No tones provincial ; no peculiar garb. 
Where duty went, she went; with justice went; 
And went with meekness, charity, and love. 
Where'er a tear was dried ; a wounded heart 
Bound up ; a bruised spirit with the dew 
Of sympathy anointed ; or a pang 
Of honest sufl^rint! soothed ; or injury 
Repeated oft, ns oft by love forgiven ; 
Where'er an evil pasnon was subdued. 
Or Vtrtne^s feeble embers fanned; whereCer 
A an was heartily abjured, and left ; 

5 
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Where'er a pious act was done, or breathed 
A pious prayer, or wished a pious wish- 
There was a high and holy place, a spot 
Of tocred light, a most religious fane^ 
Where Happiness, descending, sat and smiled* 

But these apart. In sacred memory^ lives 
The mom of life ; fir&t morn of endless days. 
Most joyful mom \ nor yet fur nought the joy : 
A being of eternal date commencfed ; 
A youn^ immortal then was born; and who 
Shall tell what strange variety of bliss 
Burst on the mfaiit soul, when first it looked 
Abroad on God's creation fair, and saw 
The glorious earth, and glorious heaven, and face 
Of man sublime ? and saw all new, and felt 
All new ? when thought awoke | thought never 

more 
To sleep? when first it saw, heard, reasoned, 

willed ; 
And triumpt\ed in the warmth of conscious life 7 

Nor happy only ; but the cause of joy, 
Which those who never tasted always mourned* 
What tongue ? no tongue shall tell what bliss 

o*erflowed 
The mother's tender heart, while round her hang 
The offspring of her love, and lisped her name ; 
As living jeu'uls dropt unstained from heaven, 
That made her fairer far^ and sweeter seem, 
Thaof every ornament of costliest tme. 
And who hath not been ravished, as she passed 
Wiih all her playful band of little ones, 
Like Luna, with her daughters of the sky 
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Walking in matron majesty and grace 7 
All who had hearts, here pleasure found : and oft 
Have I, when tired with heavy task, for tasks* 
Were heavy in the world below, relaxed 
. My weary thought^among their guiltless sports; 
Aad led them by their little hands afield ; 
And watched them run and crop the tempting 

' flower 
Which oft, unasked, they brought ttie, and bcs* 

towed 
With smiling face, that waited for a look 
Of praise, — and answered curious questions, put 
In much simplicity, but ill to solve ; 
And heard their ob9ervations strange and new. 
And settled whiles their little quarrels, 60on 
Endintf in peace, and soon forgot in love. 
'And still I looked upon their loveliness $ 
And sought through nature for similitudes 
Of perfect beauty, innocence, and bliss. 
Ana fairest imagery around me thronged ; 
Dew-drops at day-spring on a seraph's locks 
Roses that bathe about the well of life, 
Young Loves, young Hopes, dancing on Morning 

cheek. 
Gems leaping in the coronet of love ! 
So beautiful, so full of life, they seemed 
As made entire of beams of ongels' eyes. 
Gay, guileless, sportive, lov(>ly, little things! 
Playing around the den of Sorn>w, clad 
In smiles, believing in their fairy hopes, 
And thinking man and woman true ! all joy, 
Happy all day, and happy all the night ! 

' c6 
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Hdl, lioly I0T6 ! thou word that tums afl UiH^ 
Gfircfl and receivea all bliiis, fullest when moat 
*tk6tL |(hr6«t I ipiing-bead of all felicity, 
DadfiMt wheti most is dmwp ! emblem of God ! 
O'araowing'most wlien greatest numbers drink I 
£asence that binds the uncreated Thred, 
Chain that unites creation to its Lord, 
Ctintfe to which all being gravitates, 
Eternal, evergrowing, happ^ Love ! 
Enduriiig all, hoping, forgiving all; 
Instead of law, fulfiUing every law; 
Entirely blest, because thou seekest no mora, 
Hop6st not, ntir fearst ; but on the present livea^ 
And holdst perfection smilinur in thy arms. 
Mysterious, infinite, exhaustless Love ! 
On earth mysterious, and mysterious still 
•In heaven : sweet chord, that harmonizes all 
The harps of Paradise ! the spring, the well, 
That fills the bowl and ban()uet of the sky 1 

^ But why should I to thee of Love divme ? 

Who happy, and not eloquent of Love 7 

Who holy, and, as thou art, pure, nnd not 

▲ temple where her glory ever dwells, 

Where burn her fires, and beams her perfect eye? 

Kindred to this, part of his holy flame, 
Was youthful love — the sweetest boon of Earth. 
Hail, Love! first Love, thou word that sums all 

Mies! 
The sparkling cream of all Timers blessednew, 
The sdken down of happiness complete ! ' 

DiscAfner of the ripest grapes of toy, 
8b« gathered, and selected with oer hand^ 
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All &m^A selisbes, all fiu»M «§ bti, 

All rarest odors, ail ctivinast sooniia. 

All thoughts, all feelings deuest to the souls 

And broagbt the holy mixtive home, and filled 

The heart with ail superlativea of bUss^ 

But, who would that expound, which woffds tna* 

scends, 
Must talk in vain. $ehold a meetiog soena 
Of early love, and thence infer Us worth. 

It was an eve of Autumn's holiest mood. 
The corn fields, bathed in Cynthia's silver li|^t, 
Stood ready for the reaper's gathering hand j 
And all the Winds slept soundly. Nature seemed,^ 
In silent contemplation, to adore 
Its Maker. Now and then, the aged leaf 
Fell from its fellows, rustling tq the ground j 
And, as it fell, bade man think on his end. 
On vale and lake, on wood and ^lOttntain high 
With pensive wing outspread, sat heaveoly 

Thought, 
Conversing with itself. Vesper looked for&. 
From out her western hermitagei and smilegi 
And up the east, unclouded, rode the Moob 
With all her Starsygazing on earth intenpi^ 
As if she saw some wonder walkjuf there» 

Such was the night-*so lovely, still, s^rfpf ^ 
When, by a hermit thorn that oi| the hill 
Had seen a hundred flowery ages pass, 
A damsel kneeled to offer i^p her prayer ; 
Her prayer nightly o0ered, iiightly l)ear4. 
Th)9 ^l^Qj^ t»K>|1> M lieoi ^ BIQlll^ 
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OrioT«, before -his country's voice had called 

The ardent youth to fields of honor far 

Beyond the wave. And hither now repaired| 

Nightly, the maid ; by God's all seeing eye 

Seen only, while she sou^tht this boon alone :-* 

Her lover's safety, and his quick return. 

In holy, humble attitude she kneeled ; 

And to her bosom , fair as moon>beam^ pressed 

One hand, the oth^r li:tcd up to heaven ; 

Her eye upturned, brii^iht as the star of monit 

As violet ineek, excessive ardor streamed, 

Waftmp away her earnest heart to God. 

Her voice scarce uttered ; soft as Zephvr sigha 

On morning lily's cheek ; tho' soft and low — 

Yet heard in heaven, heard at the mercy^seat. 

A tear dropt wandered on her lovely face ; " 

It was a tear of faith, and holy fear, 

Pure as the drops that hang at dawning time. 

On yonder willows by the stream of life. 

On her the moon looked steadfastly, the stars, 

That circle nightly round the eternal throne. 

Glanced down, well pleased ; and everlasting lov« 

Gave gracious audience to her prayer sincere, 

O bad her lover seen ber thus alone, 
Thus holy, wrestling thus, and all for him I 
Nor did he not : for oft-tjmcs Providence, 
With unexpected joy and fervent prayer 
Of faith surprised : — ^returned from long delay^ 
With glory crowned of righteous actions won, 
The sacred thorn to memory dear, first sought 
Th^ youth, and found it at the happy hour, 
J^uit when the damsel l^ieeled bervelf to pny^ 
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Wrmpt in deTotion, pleading with her God, 
8he saw him not, heard not bi& foot approach* 
All holy iinaores seemed to impure 
To emblem Ixer he saw. A seraph kneeled. 
Beseeching for bis ward, before the throne, 
Seemed fittest, pleased him best. Sweet was 

the thought ; 
But sweeter still the kind retnembrance came. 
That she wus fiesh, and blood, formed for himself 
The plighted partner of bis future life. 
And as they met, embraced, and sat embowered 
In woody chambers of the starry night,— 
Bpirite of love about them ministered, 
And God approving, blessed the holy joy. 

Jjior unremembered is the hour when friends 
Met; friends but few on earth, and therefor* 

d^r. . 

Sought oft, and sought almost as oftm vam ; 
Vet'always sought ; so native to the heart, 
So much desired, and coveted by all. 
Nor wonder thou— thou wonder'st not, nor 

need'st ; 
I^uch beautiful, and excellent, and fair 
Was seen beneath the sun ; but nought was seen 
More beautiful, or excellent, or fair, 
tW face of faithful friend ; fairest when seen 
In darkest day. And many sounds were sweet. 
Most ravishing, and pleasant to th« «* J ? 
Bat aweeter none than voice of faithful fnena \ 
Sweet always, sweetest heard in loudest stomu 
toqe I r«itteiiibeca and will ne'er for^et^ 



* 
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My early fneadf , fn«ads of «iy mil d«y ; 
FrMnds io my mirth, friends id my misery tM s 
Friends given by God in merey and in lore ; 
My coansellors, my comforters, end guidea ; 
My joy in grte^ my second bliss in joy s 
Companions of my young desiree ; in donbtt 
My oracles, my wings in high pursuit. 
O, [ remember, and will ne'er forget, 
Oiir meeting spots, our chosen sarcred hevn » 
Oar burning words, that uttered all the soul t 
Our &ees beaming with unearthly love v— 
Sorrow with sorrow sighing, hope with hop* 
Exulting, heart embrrcing heart entire. 
As birds of social feather helping eaeh 
His fellow^s flight, we soared into the skies, 
And cast the clouds beneath cor feet, and eartK 
With all her tardy leaden-footed cares, 
And talked the speech, and ate the food of hMtven* 
These I remember, these selected men ; 
And would their names record — ^but what availl 
My mention of their name: before the throne 
They stand illustrious 'mong the loudest harps, 
And will receive thee glad, my friend and tbeiiy* 
For all are friends in heaven ; aU feithCal friMidi | 
And many friendships in the days of Time 
BegQOt »re lasting here, and growing stiU : 
So grows oojrs evermore, bot];^ theirs and mini. 

Nor is the hoar of lonely walk CovfClU 
In tko wide desert, whero the view wm kigi* 
Pleasant were many seanee^ but moit t« OM 
The solitade of vast extent, mteiifkMi . . 

BylMuidorait|Wfaer!»i)fttti««DrwMl, li M W l C . 
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And reaped her crops; — ^whose garmenta were 

the clouds ; 
Whose minstrels, brooks ; whose laQips, the moon 

and stars ; ^ 

Whose org^an-choir, the voice of many waters ; 
Whose banquets, morning dews ; whose heroes, 

storms; 
Whose warriors, mighty winds ; Whose lovers, 

. flowers; 
Whose orators, the thunderbolts of God ; 
Whose palaces, the everlasting hills ; 
Whose ceiling, heaven's unfathomable blue ; 
And from whose rocky turrets battled high, 
Prospect immense spread out on all sides round $ 
Lost now between the welkin and the main. 
Now walled with hills that slept above the storm« 

Most fit was such a place for musing men ; ; ' 
Happiest sometiibes when musing wiUiout aimt 
Jt was indeed a wondrous sort of bliss 
The lonely bard enjoyed, when forth he walked 
Unpurposed; stood, and knew not why; sat 

down, 
And knew not where ; arose, and knew not wh«n f 
Had eyes, and saw not ;^ears, and nothing heard ; 
And 80ught<— sought neither heaven nor earth**- 

aonght nought. 
Nor meant to think; but ran, meantime, thro> 

vast 
Of visionary things, fairer than aught 
That was ; and saw the distant tops of thoughtt,- 
Which men of common stature never saw. 
Greater than aught that largest words could hold, 

C.9 
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Or ffiV9 idea of, to thoie who read* 

He entered in to Nature's boly place, 
Her,inner chamber, and beheld her iace 
Unveiled ; and heard unutterable things, 
And incommunicable visions sav? :— 
Things then unutterable, and visions thea 
Of incommunicable glory bright ; 
But by the lips of after ages formed 
To words, or by their pencil pictured forth : 
Who entering farther in beheld again. 
And heard unspeakable and marvellous things. 
Which otherages in their turn revealed ; 
And left to others, greater wonders still. 

The earth aboiinded much in silent waitei ; 
Nor yeVia heaven without its solitudes, 
Else incomplete in bliss, whither who wiU 
May oft retire, and meditate alone. 
Of God, redemption, holiness, and love : 
Nor needs to fear a setting sun, or haste 
Him home from rainy tempest unforseen ; 
Or, sighing, leave his thoughts for want of time. 

But whatsoever was both good and fair. 
And highest relish of enjoyment gave, 
In intelleetQal exercise was found: 
When gaaing tiirougfa the future, present, pail, 
Inspired, thought li^ed to thought, hanHoniirai 

flowed 
In poetry — ^the loftiest mood of mind ; 
Or when philosophy the reason led 
Deep thro' the outward circomstance ofthiogt; 
And saw the maater wheels of Nature nw { 
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And UttTelled &r along the e&dlcM luM 

Of certain, and of probable ; and made. 

At every step, some new discovery. 

That g^ve the soul sweet sense of larger room* 

High these purBuil»— «nd sooner to be named 

Doerved ; at present only named ; again 

To be resumed, and praised in longer vene. 

Abundant and diversified above 
All number, were the sources of delight ; 
As infinite as were the lips that drank ; 
And to the pure, all innocent and pure ; 
The simplest still to wisest men the best. 
One made acquaintanceship with plantt and 

flowers, 
And happy g^ew in telling all theirnames. 
One class^ the quadrupeds ; a third thefowb | 
Another found in minerals his joy. 
And I have seen a man, a worthy man, 
In happy mood conversing with a fly ; 
And as he through his glass, made by himself 
Beheld its wondrous eye, and plumage fine. 
From leaping scarce he kept for perfect joy. 

And from my path, I with my friend have tnr* 

ned, 
A man of exc^ent mind, and excellent heart. 
And elunbed the neighboring hill, with aidioim 

step, 
Fetching from distant cairn, or from the earth 
digging i£ith labor sore, the ponderous stone,! 
Which^ having carried to the highest top. 
We downward rolled ; and ai it strove at first 
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With obsttfckfl that seemed to match iti ibroe. 
With feeble crooked motion to and fro 
Warering^, he looked with interest most iotense* 
And prayed almost ; and as it gathered striength^ 
And stnu^htened the current of its furious flow— 
Ezultiog m the swiftness of its course. 
And rising^ now with rainbow-bound immens«, 
IfOaped down careering oe'r the subject-plain* 
He clapped his hands in sign of boundless bliisis ; 
And laughed and talked, well paid for all bis toil : 
And when at night the story was rehearsed, 
Uncommon glory kindled in bis eye. 

And there were too— harp I lift thy voice on high. 
And run in rapid numbers o'er the face 
Of Natun^s sceneiy^^-and there were day 
And night } and rising suns, and setting suns | - 
And donds, that seemed like chariots of saints, 
By fiery coursers drawn — as brightly hued. 
As if the glorious, bushy, golden locks 
Of thmuand Cherubim, bad been shorn b% 
And on the temples hung of morn and even. 
And there were moons, and stars, and darkness 

streaked 
With light ; atkd voi6e and tempest heard (keciii«i 
And there were seasons coming evermore. 
And going still, all fair, and always new, 
With blo^, and fruit, and fields of hoary mio. 
And there were hills of flock, and groves of soag ; 
And flowery streams, and garden walks embow. 

ered, 
Where side by side the rose and lily bloomed. 
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And sacred founts, wild harps, 'and moonlii^t 

glens J 
And forests vast, fiur lawns, and lonely oaks ; 
And Itttle willows sippins at the brook : 
Old wizard haunts, and cuncing seats of mirth | 
Gay festive bowers, and palaces in dust ; 
Dark owlet nooks, and caves, and battled n>cks ; 
And winding valUes, roofd with pendant shade ; 
And tail, and perilbus clifis, that overlooked 
The breadth of ocean, sleeping on his waves. 
Sounds, sights, smells, tastes ; the heaven and 

earth, profuse 
In endless sweets, above all praise of song : 
For not to use alone did Providence 
Abound, but large example gave to man 
Of grace, and ornament, and splendor rich ; 
Suited abundantly to every taste. 
In bird, beast, fish, winged and creeping thing ; . 
In herb and flower ; and in the restless change^ 
Which on the many-colored seasons made 
The annual circuit of the fruitful earth. 

Nor do I aught of earthly sort remember,— 
If partial feeling to my native place 
Lead not my lyre astray, — of fairer view. 
And comelier walk» than the bide mountain-path% 
And snowy clifis of Albion renowned ; 
Albion, an isle long blest with eracious laws. 
And gracious kings, and favored much of Heaven; 
Though yielding of^ penurious gratitude. 
Nor do I of that isle remember aught 
Of prospect more sublime and beautifal. 
That Scot's nothem bi^tlemeBt of hiDi^ 
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. "Which fint I frwn my father's house beheld, 
▲t dawn of life : beIo\ed in memory eftill ; 
And atancJard still of rural imagery : 
What most resembles them, the fairest seemsji 
And stirs the eldest sentiments of bliss ; 
And pictured on the tablet of my heart, 
Their distant shapes eternally remain, 
And in my dreams their cloudy tops arise. 

Much of my native scenery appears, 
And presses forward to be in my song ; 
But must not now : for much behind awaits 
Of higher note. Four trees I pass not by, 
Which o'er our house their evening shadow threws 
Three ash, and one of elm : tall trees they were^ 
And M ; and had been old a century 
Before my day : none living could say ought 
About their youth ; but they were goodly trees : 
And oft I wondered, as I sat and thought 
Beneath their summer shade, or in the night 
Of winter, heard the spirits of the wind 
Growling among their boughs, — ^how they had 

grown 
So high, in such a rough tempestuous place : . 
And when a hapless branch, torn by the blast, 
fell down, I mourned, as if a friend had fallen* 

These I distinctly bold in memory still, 
•And all the desert scenery around. 
Nor strange, that recollection there should dwell, 
Where first 1 heard of God's redeeming love ; 
First felt and reasoned, loved and was beloved. 
And first awoke the hai^ to holy smig. 
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YolHNLr and gpreen there was enougfh of joy. . 
Hopes, friendships^ charities, and warm pursuit^ 
GaT<e comfortable flow to youthful blood 
And there were old remembrances of days, 
Wlken on the flittering; dews of orient lite, 
Shone sunshine hopes — unfailed, unpeijurea 

then: 
And there were childish sports, and school-boy 

feats, 
A«id school-boy sports, and earnest vows of love, 
Uttered, when passioo^s boisterous tide ran high,; 
Sincerely uttered, thoug^h but seldpm kept: 
And there were angel looks ; and sacred hoars 
Of rapture ; hours that in a moment passed. 
And yet were wished to last for evermore : 
And venturous exploits ; and hardy deeds; 
And bargains shrewd, achieved in manhoodPs 
- prime ; 

And thousand recollections, gay and sweet« 
Which, as the old and venerable man 
Approached the grave, around him, smiling flodt* 

ed; 
And breathed new ardor through his ebbing^ 

veins ; 
And touched his lips with endless eloquence ; 
And cheered, and much refreshed his withered 

heart. 

Indeed, each thing remembered, all but guilty 
Was pleasant, and a constant source of Joy. 
Hw lived the old on memory alone. 
He in bis diiklren lived a seooilid life ; 
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With them agun took root ; iprang with 4har 

hopes; 
Entered into their schemes ; partook their fiwrf ; 
Laughed in their mirth ; and in their gain grew 

rich. 
knd sometimes on the eldest cheek was seen 
A smile as hearty as on face of youth, 
That saw in prospect sunny hopes invite^ 
Hope's pleasures — sung to harp of sweetest note t 
Harp, heard with rapture on Britannia's hiUa; 
With rapture heard by md, in mom of life. 

Nor small the Joy of rest to mortal men ; 
Rest after labor ; sleep approaching soft, 
And wrapping aU the weary faculties 
In sweet repose. Then Fancy, unrestrained 
By sense or judgment, strange confusion made, 
Of future, present, past ; combining things 
Unseemly, things unsociable in Nature, 
In most absurd communion, laughable, 
Tho' sometimes vexing sore the slumbering sonU 
Sporting at will, she thro' her airy halls — 
With moon-beams paved, and canopied with 
J! stars. 

And tapestried with marvellous imagery, 
And shapes of gibry, infinitely fair. 
Moving and mixing in most wondrous dance— 
Fantastically walked ; but pleased so well, 
That ill she liked the judgment's voice severe,* 
Which called her home when noisy mom awoke. 
And oft she sprang bevond the bounds of Time, 
On her swift pinion lining up the souls 
Pf righteous men, on high, to God, and heavcii. 
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Whtre they beheld unutterable thtngi ; 
And heard the glorious music of the blest* 
Cireling the throne of the Eternal Three ; 
And with the spirits uninearnate took 
Celestial pastime, on theliilb of God ; 
Fofgetful of the g^loomy pass between. 

Some dreams were useless — amoved by torpid 
course 
Of animal disorder ; not so all : 
Deep moral lessons some impressed* that nought 
Could afterwards deface. And oil in di;^am8, 
The master passion of the soul displayed 
His huge deformity, concealed by day — 
Warning the sleeper to beware, awake. 
And oft in dreams, the reprobate and vile, 
Unpardonable sinner — as he seemed 
Toppling upon the perilous edge of Hell— 
Jn dreadful apparition, saw before 
His vision pass, the shadows of the dammed ; 
And saw the glare of hollow, cursed eyes, 
Spring from the skirts of the infernal night ; 
Ajid saw the souls of wicked men, new dead, 
By devils hearsed into the fiery gulf; 
And heard the burning of the endless flames ; 
And beard the weltering of the wavM of wrath ; 
And sometimes, too, before his fancy, passed 
The Worm that never dies, writhing its folds 
In hideous sort, and with eternal Death 
Held horrid colloquy; giving the wretch 
Unwelcome earnest of the wo to come. 
But these we leave, as unbefitting song, 
That promised happy narrative of joy, x 
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Bat wbat of aH the joy* of ewth wu mott 
Of native growth, most proper to the soil— 
Not elsewhere known, in worlds that never Ml*- 
Was joy that spmng from disappomted wo. 
The joy in grier; the pleasure aner pain ; 
Fears turned to hopes ; meetings expected not f 
DeliTerances from dangerous attitudes ; 
Better for worse; and best sometimes for wotst ; 
And all the seeming ill, ending in ^ood — 
A sort of happiness composed, which none 
Has had experience ofj but mortal man. 
Yet not to be despised. Look back, and one 
Behold, who would not give her tear ibr all 
The smiles that dance about the cheek of fifiiA. 

Among the tombs she walks at neon of ni^l^ 
In miserable garb of widowhood. 
Observe her yonder, sickly, pale, and sad, 
Bending her wasted body o*er the grave 
Of him who was the husband of her youth. 
The moon*beams trembling thro* these andent 

yews 
That stand like ranks of mourners round tbelitil 
Of death, fall dismally upon her face ; 
Her little, hollow, withered face, almost 
lavisible — ^so worn away with wo : 
The tread of hasty foot, passing so late, 
Disturbs her not; nor yet the roar of mirth, 
From neighboring revelry ascending loud. 
She hears, sees nought; fears nought ; one thov^ 

alone 
Fills all her heart and soul ; half hoping, half 
BemanbenD^ sad, uautterable thought ! 



TBS COURSE OF IlldB. 1 55 

Uttered by silence, and by lean alone. 
Sweet teart ! the awful lang^uage, eloquent 
Of infinite affection; far too big 
For word*. She iheds not many now : thatgreae^ 
Which springs so raakly o'er the dead, has dnmk 
Already many showers of grief: a drop 
Or two are all that now remain behind. 
And Irom her eye, that darts strange fiery beami^ 
At dreary intervals, drip down her cheek. 
Falling most mournfully from bone to bone. 
But yet she wants not tears : that babe, thatbangi 
Upon her breast, that babe that nerer saw 
Its father-— he was dead before its birth— 
Hetp^ her to weep, weeping before its time ; 
Taught sorrow by the mother's melting voieey 
Repeating oh the father's sacred name. 
Be not surprised at this expense of wo ! 
The man she mourns was aU she called her own: 
The music of her ear, light of her eye ; 
Desire of ail her heart ; her hope^ her fear: 
The element in which her passions lived*^ 
Dead now, or dying all. Nor long ahatt she . 
Visit that place of skulls : night sifter night, 
She wears herself away : the moon-beam now^ 
That falls upon her unsubstantial firame, 
Scarce finds obstruction ; and upon her bones^ 
Bamn as leafless boughs in winter-time, 
Her infant fastens his little hands, as on. 
Forgetful, she leaves him, while unheld. 
But look, she passes not away in gloom: 
A light from far illumes her face; a light 
That cornea beyond, the moon^ beyond the fUiH 
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The light of truth divine ; the gloriotis hep« 

Of resurrection at the promised mom. 

And meetings then which ne'er 'shall part again. 

Indulge anoUier note of kindred tone, 
lYfaere grief was misMd with melancholy joy. 

Our sighs were numerous, and profuse onr 

tears ; 
For she, we lost, was lovely, and we loved 
Her much : fresh in our memory, as fresh 
As yesterday, is yet the day she died. 
It was an April day; and blithely all ' 
The youth of nature leaped beneath the eun. 
And promised glorious manhood | and our hearts 
Were glad, and round them danced the li|^t- 

some blood. 
In healthy merriment — when tidings came^ 
A ehild was bom ; and tidings came again. 
That she who gave it birth was sick to death. 
So swift trod sorrow on the heels of joy! 
We gathered round her bed, and bc«it our knees 
In fervent supplication to the Throne 
Of Mercy : and perfumed our prayers with sig^ 
Sincere, and penitential tears, and looks 
Of self-abasement ; but we sought t^ stay 
An angel on the earth ; a spirit ripe 
For heaven ; and Mercy, in her love, refaaed : 
Most merciful, as oft, when seeming least ! 
Most gracious when she seemed the molt toi 

frown ! 
The room I well remember ; and the bed 
On which she l*^' ; and all the faces tooi 
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That crowded dark and moamfully around. 
Her fiither there, and mother bencUng stood. 
And down their aged cheeks fell many drops 
Of bitterness ; her hosband, too, was there, 
And brothers; and they wept-*-her sisters, tpo. 
Did weep and sorrow comfortless ; and I, 
Too, wept, tho' not to weeping given :• and all 
Within the house was dolorous and sad. 
This I remember well ; but better still, 
I do remember and will ne'er foi^et 
The dying eye — ^that eye alone was bright, 
And.brighter grew, as nearer death approached : 
Am I have seen the gentle little flower 
Look Sliest in the silver beam, which fell 
Reflected from the thunder cloud that soon 
Came down, and o*er the desert scattered far 
And wide its loveUness. She made a sign 
To bring her babe— Hwas brought, and by her 

placed. 
She looked upon its face, that neither smiled 
Nor wept, nor kntew who gaated upont, and laid 
Her hand upon its little breast, and sought 
For it, with look that seemed to penetrate 
The heavens— unutterable blessings— euch 
As God to dying parents only granted. 
For in&ntji left behind them in the world. 
**God keep my child," we heard her say, and 

heard 
No more : the Angel of the Covenant 
Was come, and faithful to his promise stood 
Frepuedto walk with her thro' deaths'* dark 

▼ale. 
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And now her ejes grew bright, and brighter itiU« 

Too bright for ours to look upon, saffused 
With many tears, and closed without a cload. 
They set as sets the morning star, which goes 
Not down behind the darkened west, nor hklea 
ObBcarcd among the tempests of the sky. 
Bat melts away into the light of heayen. 

Loyes, friendship!, hopes, and dear remeiiH 

brances-*- 
The kind embraoings of the heart— and hours 
Of happy theoght— and smiles coming to tear»— * 
And glories of the heayen and starry cope 
Aboye, and glories of the earth beneath— 
These were the rays that wandered through the 

gloom 
Of mortal life— w^s of the wilderness ; 
Redeeming features in the face of Time ; 
Sweet.drops, that made the mixed cup of Earth 
A palatable draught — too bitter else. 

About the joys and pleasures of the world« 
This question was not seldom in debate^ 
Whether the righteous man, or sinner, had 
The greatest share, and relished them the most ? 
Truth gives the answer thus, gives it distinct. 
Nor needs to reason long: The righteous man. 
For what was he denied of earthly growth. 
Worthy the name of good ? Truth 

Nought. . 
Had he not appetites, and sense, and will ? 
Might he not eat, if Providence allowed. 
The finest of the wheat? Might he not drink 
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The choicest wine? Tme, be was U»|^it»to; 
Bat then was temperance a foe to peace ? 
Might he not rise, and clothe himself in gold? 
Ascend, and stand in palaces of kings ? 
True, be was honest still, and charitable : 
Were then these virtues foes to human peac#/ 
Might he not do exploits, and gain a name ? 
Most true, he trod not down a fellow's rigjiit« 
Nor walked up to a throne on skulls of men ; 
Were justice, then, and mercy, foes to peace ? 
Had he not friendships, loyes, and^miles, and 

hopes? 
Sat not around his table sons and daughters ? 
Was not his ear with music pleased ? his eye 
With light? his nostrils with perfumes ? his tipl 
With pleasant relishes ? g^ew not his herds ? 
FdU not the rains upon his meadows ? reaped 
He not his harvests ? and did not his heart 
Revel at will thro' all the charities 
And sympathies of nature unconfined? 
And were notthese all sweetened, and sanetiAed 
By dews of holiness shed from above ? 
Might he not walk thro' Fancy's airy halls ? 
Might he not History's ample page survey ? 
Might he not, finally , explore the depths 
Of mental, moral, natural, divine ? 
But why enumerate thus ? One word enough 
There was no joy in all created things. 
No drop of sweet, that turned not in the end 
To sour, of which the righteous man did not 
Pau>take-*partake, invited by the voice 
OIGod, to Father's roiee—who gave hhn aU 
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Hit hMtt^i derire. And o'er the sinner 
The Christain had this one adrantage more, 
. That when hia earthly pleasures failed, and fall 
They always did to every soul of man, 
He sent his hopes on high, looked up, and reach- 
ed. 
His sickle forth, and reaped the fields of heaven, 
And plucked the dusters from the vines of God. 

Nor was the general aspect of the world 
Always a moral waste : a time there came, . 
Tho' few helieved it e^er should come, a time 
Typed by the Sabbath day recurring once 
In seven ; and by the year of rest indulged 
Septennial to the lands on Jordan's banks : 
A time foretold by Judah'abards in words 
Of fire : a time, seventh part of time, and set 
B^ore the eighth and last — ^the Sabbath day 
Of all the eailh — when all had rest and peace. 
Before its coming many to and fro 
Ran ; ran from various cause ; by many sent 
i^rom various cause ; upright, and crooked both. 
Some sent, and ran for love of souls sincere ; 
And more at instance of a holy name. 
With godly zeal much vanity was mixed ; 
And circumstance of gaudy civil pomp ; 
^ And speeches buying praise for praise ; and lists* 
And endless scrolls, surcharged with modest 

names 
That sought the public eye ; and stories, told 
In quackish phrase, that hurt their credit, even 
When true— combined with wise and pnide&t 

means. 
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Maoh wheat, much cinff, much gold, and much 

alloy : 
Bat God wrought with the whole— wrought 

most with what 
To man seemed we^est means— and broaght 

result 
Of good from good and evil both ; and breathed 
Into the withered nations breath and life ; 
The breath and life of liberty and truth. 
By means of knowledge breathed into the souL 

Then was the evil day of tyranny 
Of kingly and of piiestly tjrranny. 
That bruised the nations long. As yet, no state 
Beneath the heavens had tasted freedom's winei ' 
Though loud of freedom was the talk of alL 
Some groaned more deeply, being heavier tasked; 
Some wrought with straw, and some without; 

bint all 
Were slaves, or meant to be ; for rulers stilly 
Had been of equal mind, excepting few. 
Cruel, rapacious, tyrannous, and vue, 
And had with equal shoulder propped the Beast.« 
Aa yet, the Church, the holy spouse of God, 
la members few, bad wandered in her weeds 
Of mourninff, persecuted, scorned, reproached, 
And buffeted, and killed ; in members feiy, 
Though seeming many whiles ; then fewest, oft. 
When seeming most She still had hung her harp 
Upon the willow- tree, and sighed, and wept 
From age to age. Satan began the war, ' 
And afl nis angels, and all wicked men. 
Against her fought by wile, or fierce attack, 
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Six tbmuHAcI yean; but fought in vain. Sbe 

stood, 
Troubled on every side, but not distressed ; ' 
Weeping, but yet despairing not ; cast down, 
But not destroyed : for sbe upon the palms 
Of God was graven, and precious in his sight. 
As apple of his eye; and, like the bush 
On Mldia's mountain seen, burned unconsumed ; 
But to the wilderness retiring, dwelt, 
Debased in sackcloth, and forlorn in tears. 

As yet had sung the scarlot^colored Whore, 
Who on the breast of civil power reposed 
Her harlot head, (the Church a harlot then, 
When first she wedded civil power,) and diank 
The blood of martyred saints,' — ^whoae priests were 

lords. 
Whose cofiers held the gold of every land, 
Who held a cup of all pollutions full. 
Who with a double horn the people pushed*, 
And*rai8ed her forehead, full of blasphemy. 
Above the holy God, usurping oft 
Jehovah*8 incommunicable names. 
The nations had been dark ; the Jews liad pined, 
Scattered without a name, beneath the Curse ; 
War had abounded, Satan raged, unchained ; 
And earth had still been black with moral gloom. 

But now the cry of men oppressed went up 
Before the Lord, and to remembrance came 
The tears of all bis saints, their teare, and groana. 
Wise men bad read the number of the name ; { 
The prophet-years had rolled { the time, and timea, 
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And half a time, were now futfilled con^eCe ; 
The seven fierce viala of the wrath of God, 
Poured by seven angel? strong, were shed abroad 
Upon the earth, and emptied to the dregs ; 
The prophecy for confirmation stood ; 
And all was ready for the sword of God. 

The righteous saw, and fled without delay. 
Into the chambers of Omnipotence. 
The wicked mocked) and sought for ening cause, 
To satisfy the dismal state of things ; 
The public credit gone, the fear in time 
Of peace, the starving want in time of wealth, 
The insurrection muttering in the streets, 
And pallid consternation spreading wide ; 
And leagues, though holy termed, first ratified 
In hell, on purpose made to under-prop 
' Iniquity, and crush the sacred truth. 

Meantime, a mighty angel stpod in heaven. 
And cried alound, " Associate now yourselves,. 
Ye princes, potentates, and men of war, 
Ana mitred heads, associate now yourselves, 
And be dispersed ; embattle, and be broken. 
Gird on your armor, and be dashed to dust. • 
Take counsel, and it shall be brought to nought. 
Speak, and it shall not stand." And suddenly 
The armies of the saints, imbannered, stood 
On Zion hill j and with them angels stood 
In squadron bright, and chariots of fire ; 
And with them stood the Lord, clad like a mtn 
Of war, and to the sound of thunder, led 
Xbobattleon. Earth shook^ the kingdoms ahook, 



164 nsE comtss or ittm. 

The BeMt, the lyinp Seei, dommioiM, fell ; 

Thronee, tyraots feU, confounded in the dust, 

Scattered and driven before the breath of God, 

As chaff of summer threshing-floor, before 

The wind. Three days the battle wasting slew. 

The sword wasiiiH, the arrow drank with blood ; 

And to the supper of Almighty God, 

Spread in Hamonah's vale, the fowls of heaven, 

And ever^ beast, invited,. came, and fed 

On captams' flesh, and drank the blood of kings. 



And, lo ! another angel stood in heaven, 
Ciring aloud with mighty voice, " Fallen, ^en. 
Is iBabylon the Great, to rise no more. 
Rejoice, ye prophets ! over her rejoice, 
Apostles! holy men, all saints, rejoice ! 
And glory give to God, and to the Lamb." 
And all the armies of disburdend earth, 
As voice of many waters, and as voice 
Of thunderings, and voice of multitudes. 
Answered, Amen. And ev^ry bill and rock. 
And 'sea, and every beast, answered. Amen. -^ 
Europa answered, and the farthest bounds 
Of woody Cbili, Asia's fertile coasts. 
And Afric*a burning wastes, answered, Amen. 
And Heaven rejoicing, answered back. Amen. 

Not 90 the wicked. They afar weire heard 
Lamenting. Kings, who drank her cup of whore* 

doms, i 

Captains, and admirals, and mighty men, "' 
Who lived dehciously ; and merchants, rich 
WUb mercbandiae o^ gold, and w2ne, and oil; 
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And those who traded in the sools of men, 
Known bj their gaudy robes of priestly pomp ;— • 
All these afar offstood, trying, Alas! 
Alas! and wept, and gnashed their teeth, and 

groaned ; 
And, with the owl that on her ruins sat, ^ 
Mode dolorous concert in the ear of Night. • 
And over her again the Heavenareioiced, 
And Earth returned again the loud response.' 

^ Thrice happy days ! thrice blessed the man who 

' saw I 

Their dawn ! The Church and State, that long 

had held \ 

Unholy intercourse, were now divorced ; 
Princes were righteous men, judges upright; 
And first, in general, now — for m the worst 
Of times there were some honest seers — ^the priest 
Sought other than the fleece among his flocks, 
Best paid when God was honored most; and like 
A ceaar, flourished well, Jerusalem grew, 
And towered on high, and spread, and flourished 

fair; 
And underneath her boughs the nations lodged. 
All nations lodged, and sung.the song of peace. ■ 
From the four winds, the Jews, eased of thQ Curse, 
Returned, and dwelt with God in Jacob's land, 
And drank of Sharon and of Carmel*s vine^ . 
Satan was bound, though bound, not baiushed 

quite. 
But lurked about the timorous skirts of things, 
HI lodged, and thinking whiles to leave the earth, 
And with the wicked, — ^fotr some wicked were,— 



IM THX COVBSB OF TUtB. 

Held nidniglit meetings, as the saints were won^ 
Fearfid of asf, who once was as the sun, 
And worshipped more. The bad, bat few, became 
A taimt, and hissing now, as heretofore 
The good ; and, blushing, hasted out of sight. 
Disease was none : the voice of war. forgot ; 
The sword, a share ; a pruning-hook, the spear* 
Men grew and multiplied upon the earth, 
And filled the city and the waste ; and Death 
Stood waiting for the lapse of tardy Age, 
That mocked him long. Men grew and multiplied, 
Butlac](ed not bread ; for God his promise brought 
To mind, and blessed the land with plenteous rain, 
And msde it blessed, for dews, and precioua 

things 
Of heaven, and blessings of the deep beneath. 
And blessings of the sun, and moon, and fruits 
Of day and nig^ht, and blessings of the vale, 
And precious things of the eternal hills, 
And all the fulness of perpetual spring. 

- The prison-house, where chained felons pined. 
Threw open his ponderous doors, let in the light 
Of heaven, and grew into a Church, where God 
Was worshipped. None were ignorant, selfish 

none. 
Love took the place of law ; where'er you met 
A maUf you met a friend, sincere and true. 
Kind looks foretold as kind a heart within ; 
Words as they sounded, meant ; and promises 
Were made to be performed. Thrice happy 

days! 
Philosophy was sanctified, and saw 
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Perf^tioDa that she thought a fable, long. 
Revenge hia dagger dropped, and kissed the hand 
Of Mercy ; Anger cleared hu cloudy brow, 
And sat with Peace ; Envy grew red, and smiled 
On Worth "; Pride stooped, and kissed Homility ; 
Lust washed his miry hands, and, wedded, lean 

ed 
On chaste Desire ; and Falsehood laid aside 
His many-folded cloak, and bowed to Truth ; 
And Treachery up from his mining came. 
And walked above ^the ground with righteoQi 

Faith; 
And Covetousnesa unclenched his sinewy hand* 
And opened his door to Charity, the fair 
Hatred was lost in Love ; and Vanity, 
With a good conscience pleased, her feathext 

cropped ; * 

Sloth in the morning rose with Inaustry ; 
To Wisdom Folly turned ; and Fashion turned . 
Deception off, in act as good as word. 
The hand that held a whip was lifted up 
To bless ; slave was a word in ancient books 
Met, only ; every man was free ; and all 
Feared €ro<1, and served him day and night in 

love. 

How fair the daughter of Jerusalem then I 
How gloriously from Zion Hill she looked ! 
Clothed with the sun, and in her train the mooDi 
And on her head a coronet of stars. 
And girdling round her waist, with heaveoly 
grace; 
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The bow of Mercy bright; and in her hand* 
Iinmaiiael*s erosB, her sceptre and her hope* 

Desire of eyery land! the Nations eame« 
And worshipped at her feet ; all nationi eame» 
Flocking like doyet : Colnmba's painted tribea 
That from Magellan to the frozen Bay^ 
Beneath the Arctic, dwelt ; and drank the tidet 
Of AmajEona, prince of earthly streams ; 
Or slept at noOn beneath the giant shade 
Of Andes' mount ; or, roving northward, heard 
Migara sing, from £rie*s bUlow down 
To Frontenac, and hunted thence the fior 
To Labrador: and Afirie's dniky swarms. 
That from Morocco to Angola dwelt. 
And drank the Niger from his natiye wdls. 
Or roosed the lion in Numidia's groyes ; 
The tribes that sat among the fabled cliib 
Of Atlas, looking to Atlanta's waye ; 
With joy and melody, arose and came. 
Zara awoke and came^ and Egypt cattie. 
Casting her idol gods into the Nile. 
Black Ethiopia, Uiat, shadowless, 
Beneath the Torrid burned, arose and camew 
Dauma and Medra, and the pirate tribea 
Of Algeri, with incense came, and i>ure 
Offerings, annoying now the seas no more. 
The silken tribes of Asia, flocking, came, 
Innumerous : Ishmael's wandering race, that rode 
On camels o'er the spicy tract that lay 
From Persia to the Red Sea coast ; tiie king 
Of broad Cathay, with numbers infinitei 
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Of many lettered casttf; and all the tribes 
That dwelt from Tig^ris to the Gang^es' wave. 
And worshipped fire, or Qrabma, fabled god ; 
Cashmeres, Ciroassians, BafiyaDs, tender race ! 
That swept the insect from their path, and liyed 
Qp herbaand fruits ; and those who peaceful dwelt 
Along the shady avenue that stretched 
From Agra to Lahore ; and all the hosts 
That owned the Cresent late, deluded long ; 
The Tartar hordes, that roamed from Oby's bank, 
Ungovemed, southward to the wondrous Wall. 
The tribes of Europe came : the Greek, redeemed 
From Turkish thrall, the. Spaniard came^ and 

Gaul, 
And Britain with her ships, and, on his sledge, 
The Laplander, that nightly watched the bear 
Circling the Pole ; and those who saw the flalhes 
Of Hecla burn the drifted sndw ; the Russ, 
Long whiskered, and equestrian Pole ; and those 
Who drank the Rhine, or lost the evening sun 
Behind the ^Ipine towers ; and she that sat 
By Arno, classic stream ; Venice and Rome, 
Head quarters long of sin ! first guileless now, 
And meaning as she seemed, stretched forth her 

hands. 
And all the isles of ocean rose and came, 
Whether they heard the roll of banished tides, 
Antipodes to Albion's wave, or watched 
The Moon, ascending chalky Teneriffe, 
And with Atlanta holding nightly love. 
The Sun, the Moon, the Constellations, came : 
Thiice twelve and ten that watched the A&taictic 
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Twice BIX that near the Ecliptic dwelt, thrice 

twelve ' / 
And one, that with the Streamers danced, and saw 
The Hyperborc'aa ice guarding the Pole. 
The East, the West, the South, and snowy North, 
Rejoicing met, and worshipped leverentljiw 
Before the Lord, in Zion^s holy hill ; 
And all the places round about were-bleesed. 

The animals, as once in Eden, lived 
In peace. The wolf dwelt with tiie lamb, the bear 
And leopard with the. ox. With looks of love, 
The tiger and the scaly crocodile 
Together met, at Gambia's palmy wave. 
Perched on the eaele*s wing, the bird of song, 
Singing, arose, and visited the sun ; 
And with the falcon sat the gentle lark. 
The little child leaped from his mother's arms. 
And stroked! the crested snake, and rolled unhurt 
Among his speckled waves, and wished him 

home ; 
And sauotertngschool-boys, slow returning, played 
At eve about the lion's den, and wove. 
Into his shaggy mane, fantastic flowers. 
To meet the husbandman, early abroad. 
Hasted the deer, and waved its woody head : 
And round his dewy steps, the hare, unscarea, 
Sported ; and toyed familiar with his dog.| 
The flocks and herds, o'er hill and valley spread. 
Exulting, cropped the ever-budding herb. * 
The desert blossomed, and the barren sung. 
Jus^ce and Mercy, Holiness and Love, 
Amotig the people walked, Messiah reigned, 
And Earth kept Jubilee a thousand years. 
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BOOK VI. 



AvALTSifl OF Book 1^. 

Tte Baid eommeDeet to aiiMf of the final detbnetton of 
the eartb. But checking nimself, he ilngeof the ttmo 
which followed the millannlal rest. 

Impletjr and ungodUneee abounded. Active ankUtion. 
and mdolent atoth regained a general aacendency, ana 
ain in every form, as had existed before the miliannium 
was renewed, and new forms were invented. Tlie nni- 
venal contempt of God was wholly wilful, for«she age 
was polished and enlightened. 

Wonderous sighte and stranee forbodings gave pressage of 
theearth*s approaching devolution. "Perplexed, but 
not reformed,'^ the race of n^n -enquired ' the explana- 
fi<m of these prodigies ; all waminra were soon forgot- 
ten, men continued following their guilty pleasures, 
and the earth filled up the measure of her wickedness. 

A pause in the narrative ; as the nufnerous IkmU of hea- 
ven look towards the unveiled Godhead, and Join in the 
evening hymn of waise. The prophet Isaiah ukcs the 
harp, and before tne throne, nam the holv song. At 
Ito close thousands of thousands, Infinite, aevouuy 
pond, Ameu. 
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COURSE OF TIME. 

BOOK VI 



Resume thy tone of wo, immortal Harp t 
The song of mirth is past, the Jubilee 
Is ended, and the sun begins to fade! 
Soon passed, for Mappiness-eounts not the honrt. 
To her a thousand yeats seem as a day ; 
A day, a thousand years to Misery. 
Satan is loose, and Violence is heard, 
And Riot in the street, and Reyelry 
Intoxicate, and Murder, and Revenge. 
Put on your armour now, ye righteous ! put 
The helmet of salvation on, and gird 
Tour loins about with truth ; add righteousnen, 
And add the shield of faith, and take the sword 
Of God— fiwfeke and watch '.—The day is near, 
Great day of God Almighty and the Lamb ! 
The harveft of the earth is fully ripe ; • 
Vengeance begins to tread the great wine-pru 
Of fierceness and of ¥rratb \ and Mercy pleads. 
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Mercy that pleaded long, sne pleads — ^no more ! 
Whence oomes that darkness ? whence those yeUs 

of wo ? 
IVhat thunderingB are these that shake the 

world ? 
Why fall the lamps from heaven as blasted jSgs ? 
Why tremble righteous men ? why angels pale ? 
Why is all fear ? what has become of hope ? 
God comes ! God in his ca%of vengeance comes ! — 
Hark ! louder on the blast, come hollow shrieks 
Of dissolution ! in the fitful scowl 
Of night, near and more near, angels of death 
Incessant flap their deadly wings, and roar 
Through all the fevered air ! ihe mountains rock, 
The moon ^s sick, and &11 the stars of heaven 
Burn feebly ! oft and sudden gleams the fire, 
Revealing awfulty the brow of Wrath ! 
The Thunder, long and loud, utters his voice. 
Responsive to the Ocean^s troubled growl ! 
JNight comes, last night, the long, dark, dark, 

dark night, 
That has no morn beyond it, and n6 star ! 
No eye of man hath seen a night like this ! 
Heaven's trampled Justice girds itself for fight ! 
Earth, to thy knees, and cry for mercy ! cry 
With earnest heart, for thou art growing old 
And hoary, unrepented, unforgiven 1 
And all thy glory mourns ! The vintfege mourns ! 
Bashan and Carmel, mourn and weep ! and 

mourn, 
Thou Lebanon ! with all thy cedars, moum. 
8aa ! glorying in thy strengUi fi-om age to age. 
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So long ol)servaDt of thy boar, put on 

Thy -weeds of wo, and tell the Moon to weep ; 

Utter thy grief at mid-day, morn, and even ; 

* Tell all the nations, tell the Clouds that sit 

' About the portals of the east. and west, 
And wanton with thy golden locks, to wait 
Thee not to-morrow, for no morrow comes 
Tell men and women, tell the new-bom child, 
And every eye that see%«to come, and see 
Thee set behind Eternity, for thou 
Shalt go to bed to-night, and ne'er awake ! 
Stars ! walking on the pavement of the sky, 
Out-sentinela ofheavfen, watching the earth, 
Cease dancing now ; vour lamps are grewitig 

dim, 
Your graves are dug among the dismal clouds, ♦ 
And tingels are assembling round your bier ! 
. Orion, moarn ! and Mazzaroth, and thou, 
Arcturus ! mourn, with all thy northern sons, 

' ' Daughters of Pleiades ! that nightly shed 
Sweet influence, and thou, fairest of stars ! 
Eye of the morning, weep I and weep at eve! ' 
Weep setting, now to rise no' more, *^and flame 
On forehead of the dawn" — as sung the bard, 
Great bard ! who used on Earth a seraph's lyre* 
Whose numbers wandered through eternity, 

, And gave sweet foretaste of the heavenly harps ! 

J Minstrel of sorrow ! native of the dark. 

Shrub-loving Philomel, that wooed the Dews, 
At midm'ght from their starry beds, and charmed. 
Held them around thy song till dawn awoke, - 
Sad bird *. pour through the glooBi thy weeping 
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Poor mU: ihj dying melody of grtef, 

And with the turtle spread the wave of wo ! 

Spare not thy reed, for thou shalt sing no moM ! 

► Ye holy barda !--if yet a holy bard ' 
Remain«-^what chord shall serve you now ! what 

harp! 
What harp shall sing the dying Sun asleep. 
And xnoum behind the funeral of the Moon ! 
What harp of boundless,' deep, exhaustless wo^ . 
Shall utter forth the groanings of the damned I 
And sing the obsequies of wicked souls ! 
And wail their plunge in the eternal fire ! — 
Hold, hold your hands ! hold, angels ! — God la- 
ments, * 
And draws a cloud* of mourning round his 

throne ! 
The Organ of Eternity is mute ! 
And there is silence in the Heaven of Heavens ! 

Daughters of beauty ! choice of beings made! 
Much praised, much blamed, much loved ; but 

fairer far 
Than aught beheld, than aught imagined else 
Fairest, and dearer than all else most dear ; 
Light of the darksome wilderness ! to Tiine 
As stars to night, whose eyes were spells that 

held 
The passenger forgetful of his way, 
Whose steps were majesty, whose words were 
' song. 

Whose smiles were hope, whose actions, perfect 
"% grace. 
Whose love* the solace, glory, and delight 
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Of man, his boast, his riches, his renown 5 
When found/ sufficient bliss I when lost, des- 
pair ! — 

Stars of creation! images of love ! 
Break up the fountains of your tears, your tears, 
More eloquent than learned tongue, or lyre 
Of purest note ! your sunny raiment stain. 
Put dust upon your heads, lament and weep, 
And utter all your minstrelsy of wo ! 

Go to, ye wicked, weep and howl ; for all 
That God hath written against you is at hand. 
The cry of Violence hath reached his ear. 
Hell is prepared, and Justice whets his sword 
Weep all of every name ! Begin the wo, 
Ye woods, and tell it to the doleful winds ; 
And doleful winds, wail to the howling hills ; 
And howling hills, mourn to the dismal vales ; 
And (lismal vales, sigh to the sorrowing brooks ; 
And sorrowing brooks, weep to the weeping 

stream ; 
And weeping stream, awake the groaning deep ; 
And let the instrument take up the song. 
Responsive to the voice, harmonious wo ! 
Ye Heavens, great arch- way of the universe, 
Put sackcloth on ; and Ocean; clothe thyself 
In garb of widowhood, and gather all 
Thy waves into a groan, and utter it, 
Long, loud, deep, piercing, dolorous, immense ! 
The occasion asks it ! — Nature dies, and God 
And angels come to lay her in the grave ! 

Fat we have overleaped our theme ; behind. 
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A little season waits a verse or twot 

The years that followed the milleDtual rest. 

Bad years they were ; and first, as si|;nal sore. 

That at the core relig^ion was d^eased, 

The SODS of Levi strove again for place, 

And eminence, and names of swelling pomp 

Setting their feet upon the people's neck, 

And slumbering in the lap of civil power. 

Of civil power again tyrannical : 

And second sign, sure sign, whenever eeen. 

That hohness was dying in a land, 

The Sabbath was profaned and set at nought; 

The honest seer, who spoke the truth of (Sod . 

Plainly, was left with empty walls ; and round 

The frothy orator, who busked his tales 

In quackish pomp of noisy words, the ear 

Tickling, but leaving still the heart unprobedy 

The iu(&mcnt unintormed,^numbers immenae 

Flocked^ gaping wide, with passions high "»f**!l- 

ed ; 
And on the way returning, heated, home, 
Of eloquence, and not. of truth, conversed—* 
Mean eloquence that wanted sacred truth. 

Two principles from the beginning strove 
In human nature, still dividing man,— 
Sloth and activity ; the lust of praise. 
And indolence that rather wished to sleep. 
And not unfrequently in the same mind 
They dubious contest held j one gaining now. 
And now the other crowned, and both again 
Keeping the field, with equal combat fought 
Muob difibrent was their voice. Ambiti(m calM 
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To action, Sbth mvited to repose. 
Ambition eaily rose, and, being up^ 
Toiled ardentf^, and late retired to reflt ; 
Sloth lay till mid-day, turning on his couch| 
Like ponderous door npon its weary hingei 
^And, having rolled him out with much ado. 
And many a dismal sigh, and vain attempt. 
He sauntered out, accoutred carelessly,— 
With balf-opcd, misty, unobservant eye. 
Somniferous, that weighed the object down 
On which its burden fell, — an hour or two. 
Then with a groan retired to rest again. 
The one, whatever deed hadb^en achieved, 
Thought it too little, and too small the praise; 
The other tried to think,— for thinking so 
Answered his purpose best, — that v/hat of great 
Mankind could do had been already done; 
And therefore laid him calmly down to sleep. 

Different in mode, destmcthre both alike. 
Destructive always indolence ; and love 
Of Aune destructive always too, if l^ss 
Than praise of God it sought, ccmtent with lesa: 
Even then not cnnrent, if it sought his praiae 
From other motive than resistless love; 
Though base, main-spring of action in the woridf 
And, onder name of vanity and pride, 
Was greatly practised on by cmming men. 
It opened the niggard's purse, clothed nakednflM^ 
Gave begflarsfocKl, and threw the Pharisee 
Upon his knees, and kept him long in act 
Of prayer ; it spread the lace upon the fop^ 



180 THB cmrnsK of thou 

* 

Hif language trimmed, and planned hia curious 

It stuck the feather on the gay coquette, 
And on her linger laid the heavy load 
Of jewellery ; it did — what did it not ? 
Thegoapel preached, the gospel paid, and sent 
The gospel: conquered nations, cities built. 
Measured the furrow of the field with nice 
Directed share, shaped bulls, and cows, and r8m% 
And threw the ponderous stone ; and pitiful. 
Indeed, and much against the grain, it dragged 
The sti^ant, dull, predestinated fool, 
Throoga learning's halls, and made him labour 

much 
Abortively, though sometimes not unpraised 
He left the sage's chaif , and home returned, ^ 
Making his simple mother think that she 
' Had borne a man. In schools, designed to root 
Sm up, and plant the seeds of holiness 
In youthful minds, it held a signal place. 
The little in&nt man, by nature proud, 
Was taught the Scriptures by the l&ve of praise. 
And grew religions as he grew in fame. 
And thus the principle, whiah out of heaven 
The devil threw, and threw him down to hell. 
And ksene him there, was made an instrament 
' To moralize and sanctify mankind. 
And in their hearts beget humility ; 
With what success it needs not now to say. 

Destructive both we said, activity 
And sloth: behold the last ezemplifiedi 
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In literaiy man. Not all at once, 

He yielded to the soothing voice of sleep ; 

But, having seen a bough of laurel wave. 

He effort made to climb ; and friends, and even 

HimselTy talked of his greatness, as at hand, 

And, prophesying, drew his future life. ' 

Vain prophecy ! his fancy, taught bj doth. 

Saw, m the very threshold of pursuit, > 

A thousand obstacles ; he halted first, I 

And while he halted, saw his burning hopes 

Grow dim and dimmer still ; ambition's self. 

The advocate of loudest ton^e, decayed i 

His purposes, made daily, daily broken, 

Like plant uprooted oft, and set again. 

More sickly grew, and daily wavered more; 

Till at the last, decision, quite worn out. 

Decision, fulcrum of the mental powers, 

Resigned the blasted soul to staggering chance ; 

Sleep gathered fast, and weighed him downwaid 

still ; 
His eye fell heavy from the mount of fiune ; 
His young resolves to benefit the worid 
Perished and forgotten ; he shut his ear 
Against the painfal news of rismg worth ; . . ' ' 
And drank with desperate thirst the poppy's juioe| 
A deep and mortal slumber settled down 
Upon nis weary faculties oppressed : 
He rolled' from side to side, and rolled again ; 
And snored, and groaned, and withered, and ex* 

pired, 
And rotted on the spot, leaving no name. 

The hero best example gives of toil 
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UmanctifiBd. One wotd his bistoiy writet 
" He wa« a murderer abpvetbe lawa. 
And greatly praised for doing murderouB deeds.** 
And DOW he grew, and reached bis perfect growth; 
And ako now the sluggard soundest slepv 
And by him lay the uninterred corpse. 

Of every order, sin and wickedness, 
Pelibcrate, cool/ malicious yillany, 
This age, attained maturity, unknown 
Before ; and seemed in travail to bring forth 
Some last, enormous, monstrous deed of guUti 
Original, unprecedented guiH, 
That might obliterate the memory 
Of what had hithetto been done most vile. 
luT^itive men were paid, at public cost. 
To plan new modes of sin ; the hol^ Word 
Of God was burned, with acclamations loud ; 
New tortures were invented fur the good ; — 
For stiH some good remainedi as whiles through 

Of thickest clouds, a wandering star appeared ;— 
New oaths of blasphemy were framed and sworn; 
Apd men in reputation grew, as crew 
The stature of their crimes. Faitn was not found. 
Truth was not found, truth always scarce, bo 

scarce 
That half the misery which groaned on earth. 
In ordinary times, was progeny 
Of disappointment, daily coming forth 
From broken promises, that might have ne'er 
Been made, or being made, might have been kept; 
Justice and mercy, too, were rare obscured 
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lAcottafefftib: before the palace door, 

The beggar TOtted, Btarving in hie rags ; 

And on the threshold of luxuriouB domea. 

The orphan child laid down his head, and died ; . 

Nor unamuaing was his piteous cry 

To women, who had now laid tenderness 

Aside, best pleased with sights of cruelty; 

Flocking, when fooler lusts would give them Uma, 

To horrid Spectacles of blood, where men, 

Or guiltless beasts, that seemed to look to heaveiiy 

With eye imploring yeogeaoce on the earth* 

Were tortured for the merriment of kings. 

The advocate for him who offered most 

Pleaded ; the scribe, according to the hire, 

Worded the lie, adding, for every piece. 

An oath of confirmation ; judges raised 

One hand to intimate the sentence, death, 

Imprisonment, or fine, or loss of goods. 

And in the other held a lusty bribe, 

Wlneh they had taken to give the leBteiiM 

wrong; 
So managing the scale of jostice still. 
That be was wanting found who poorest seemed. 

But laymen, moat renowned for devilish deeds. 
Laboured at distance still behind the priest ; 
He shore his sheep, and having packed the wool. 
Sent them unguarded to the hill of wolves ; 
And to the bowl deliberately sat down, 
And with his mistress mocked at sacred things* 

The theatre was, from the very first. 
The fayoarite baimt of Sin, though honest mep, 
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Some rery honest, wise, and worthy xveOt 
Maintained it mig^ht be turned to good aGCOunt ; 
And so perhaps it might, but never was. 
From first to last it was an evil place : 
And now such things were acted there, as made 
The devils blush ; and from the neighbourhood. 
Angels and holy men, trembling, retired : 
And what with dreadful aggravation crown^ 
This dreary time, was sin against the light. 
All men knew God, and, knowing, disobeyed ; 
And gloried to insult him to his face. 

Another feature only we shall mark.. 
It was withal a highly polished age, 
And scrupulous in ceremonious rite. 
When stranger stranger met upon the way. 
First, each to each bowed most respectfuUy^ 
And large profession made of humble service. 
And then the stronger took the other's purse ; 
And he that stabb^ his neighbour to the heart 
Stabbed him politely, and returned the blade 
Reeking into its sheath with graceful air. 

Meantime the earth gave symptoms of her end ; 
And all the scenery above proclaimed. 
That the great last catastrophe was near. 
The Sun at rising staggered and fell back. 
As one too early up, after a night 
Of late debauch ; then rose, and shone again, 
Brightci* than wont ; and sickened again, and 

paused '^ 

In zenith altitude, as one i^tigued 
And shed a feeble twilight ray at noon, 
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Roosmg the wolf before his tune to chase 
The shepherd and his sheep, that soaght for lighti 
And darkness found, astonished, terrified ; 
Then, oat of course, rolled farioos down th* 

west, 
"As chariot reined by awkward charioteer; 
And, waiting at the gate, he on the earth 
Gazed, as he thought he ne'er might see't again* 
The bow of mercy, heretofore so fair, 
Ribbed with the native hues of heavenly loye. 
Disastrous colours showed, unseen till now ; 
Changing upon the watery gulf, from pale 
To fiery red, and back again to pale ; 
And o'er it hovered wings of wrath. The Moon 
Swaggered in midst of heaven, grew black, and 

dark. 
Unclouded, uneclipsed. The stars fell down« 
Tumbling from off their towers like drunken men. 
Or seemed to fall ; and glimmered now, and now 
Sprang out in sudden blaze and dimmed again, 
As lamp of foolish virgin lacking oil. 
The heavens, this moment, looked serene ; the 

next, 
^ Glowed like an oven with God's displeasure hot* 

Nor less, below, was intimation given, 
Of some disaster great and ultimate. 
The tree that bloomed, or hung with clostering 

fruit. 
Untouched by visible calamity 
Of fioat or tempest, died and came again. 
The flower and herb fell down as sick ; then roM, 
jlod fell again. The fowls of every hue^ 
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Ciowding togvtfaer, railed on weary wias; 
And, hovering, oft thej eeemed about to light; 
The» soared, as if they thought the earth uiimle. 
The cattle looked with meaning &ce on man. 
Dogi howled, and seemed to see more than their 

masEera. 
And there were sights that none had seen before; 
And hollow, strange^ unprecedentedsounday 
And earnest whbperinfis ran along the hills 
At dead of night ; and long, deep, endless aigfas, 
Came from the dreary vale ; and from the waste 
Came horrid sbrieks, and fierce unearthly groansi 
The wail of evil spirits, that now felt - 
The hour of utter vengeai^ce near at hand. 
The winds from every quarter blew at once, 
With desperate violence, and, whirling, took 
The traveller up, and threw him down again, 
At distance from his path, confounded, pale ; 
And shapes, strange shapes ! in windmg sheets 

were seen, - 
Gliding through night and singing funeral songs^ 
And imitating sad, sepulchral ntes ; 
And voices talked among the clouds, and still 
The words that men comd catch were spoken of 

them, 
And seemed to be the words of wonder great. 
And expectation of some vast event. 
Earth sho<A, and swam, and-reeled, and opened 

her jaws. 
By Earthquake tossed, and tumbled to and ih>| 
And, louder then the ear of man had heard. 
The Thunder bellow^, and the Ocean grbianed. 

The race of meni perplexed, but not refonnedi 
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^ together, stood in earnest ciowdi. 
Coniremog of the ewfVil state of things. 
Some carious explanations gave, unlearned 8 
Some tried afi^ctedly to laugh, and some 
Gazed stupidly ; but all were sad and pale. 
And wished the comment of the wise. Nteliii 
These prodigies, occurring nighi and day. ~ 
Perplexed philosophy. The magi tried,— ' 
Magi, a name not.seldom given to fopls^ 
In the Yoeabulary of earthly speech, — 
Tbey^-^ed to trace them* still to second Cause; 
But scarcely satisfied themselves j though round' 
Their deep deliberations, crowding, came, * 

And, wondering at their wisdom, went away, 
Much quieted and very much deceived, ^ 

The people, always glad to be deceived. 

These wanungs passed, they, unregarded^ 
passed ; 
And all in wonted order calmly moved. 
The pulse of Nature regularly beat, 
And^ on her cheek the bloom of perfect health 
Again appeared. Deceitful pulse ! and bloom 
Deceitful! and deceitful calm ! The Earth J t 
Was old, and worn within ; but, like the mim. 
Who noticed not hb mid-day strength decline, 
Sliding so gently round the curvature 
Of life, from youth to age, — she knew it not. 
The calm ^as like the calm, which oft the maa^ 
Djring, experienced before his death ; 
The bloom was but a hectic flush, before ^ 

The eternal paleness. But all these were takeOy 
By this last race of men, for tokens of good ; 



1 



188 m COURSE or mix. 

And bltdBtermg public News aloud proclaimed* 
News idways gabbling ere tbey well had thougli^^ 
Proep^ty, and joy, and peace ; and mocked 
The man who, kneeling, prayed, and trembled 

8tiU; 
And all in eameat to th«r sins retomed. 

It was not so in heaVen. The elders round 
The Throne conversed about the state of man. 
Conjecturing, — for none of certain knew, — 
That time was at an end. They gazed intense ' 
Upon the Dial's face, which yonder stands 
In gold, before the Sun of Righteousness, 
Jehoyah, and computes time, seasons, years. 
And destinies, and slowly numbers o'er 
The mighty cycles of eternity ; 
By God alone completely understood. 
But read by all, revealing much to all. 
And now, to saints of eldest skill, the ray. 
Which on the gnomon fell of Time, seemed tent 
From level west, and hasting quickly down. 
The I10I7 Virtues, watching, saw, besides. 
Great preparation going on in heaven, 
Betokening great event, greater than aught 
That Arst-created seraphim had seen. 
The faithful messengers, who have for wing 
The lightning, waiting, day and night, on God : 
Before his face, beyond their usual speed. 
On pinion of celestial light were seen. 
Coming and going, and their road was still 
From heaven to earth, and back again to heayen* 
The angel of Mercy, bent before the Throne, 
By f aroest pleading, seemed to bold the baud 
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Of Vengreance back, and win a moment more 
Of late repentance for some sinful world 
lot jeopardy : and, now, the.hiU of God, 
The mountam of his majesty, roUed flames 
Of fire, now smiled with momentary love, 

A^^ ?°^ ^u"^ 7^? ^^^y fierceness burned ; 
And from behind the darkness of his Throne^ 
Througrh ^hich created vision never saw. 
The living Thunders, in their native cavi 
Muttered the terrors of Omnipotence, 
And ready seemed, impatient to fulfil 
Some errand of extenninating wrath. 

A^f^r^'i* ?® ^^"^ increasedjn wickedness. 
And hasted daily to fill up her cup. ' 

Satan raged loose, Sin had her will, and Death 

tnough. Blood trode upon the heels of Blood, 

Revenge, in desperate mood, at midnight met 

Revenge, War brayed to war, Deceit deceived 

Deceit, Lie cheated Lie, and Treachery 

Mmed under Treachery,'and Perjury 

Swore back on Perjury, and Blasphemy 

Arose with hideous Blasphemy, and Curse 

Loud answered Curse ;and drunkard, stumbling, 

0»er drnnkard Allen ; and husband husband met, 
Returmng each from other's bed defiled ; 
Thief stole fi-om thief, and robber on the way ' 
Knocked robber down, and Lewdness, Violence, 
And Hate, met Lewdness, Violence, and Hate. 
Wi, Earth ! thy hour was come ! the last elect 
Was bora, complete the number of the good. 
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And te last taDd fell from the g^lass of Time. 
The cup of guilt wm full up to the brim j 
And Meroy, weary with beseeching, had 
Retired hehind the sword' of Justice, red 
With ultimate and unrepenting wrath ; 
But man knew not : he o'er his bowl laughed 

loud. 
And, prophesying, said, " To-morrow shall 
As this day be, and more abundant still !** 
As thou shalt hear— But, hark! the trumpet 

Sounds^ 
And calls to evening song ; for, though with hymn 
Eternal, course suceeecyng course^ extcd 
In presence of the incarnate, holy God, 
And celebrate his never-ending praise^^ 
Duly at mom and nightt.the multitudes 
Of men redeemed, and angels, all the hosts 
^Of elory, join in universal song. 
Ana pour celestial harmony, from harps 
Above all number, eloqulnt and sweet. 
Above all thought of melody oopceived. 
And now behold the fair inhabitants* 
Delightful sight ! from numerous businesi toilU 
And round and round through all the extent of 

Miss • 

Towards the temple of Jehovah bow. 
And worship reverently before his &oe 

Pursuits are various here, suiting all tastes, 
Though holy all, and glorifying God. 
Observe yon band pursue the sylvan stream : 
Mounting among the difi, they pull the flower. 
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Sprixig^ng^ as soon as palled, and, marrelingvpry 
lato its veins, and circulating blood, 
'And wondrous mimicry of hig^her life ; 
Admire its colours, fragrance, gentle shape; 
And thence admire the God who made it so— 
So simple^ complex, and so beautiful, 

f Behold yon dther band, in airy robes 
Of bliss. They weare the sacred bower of rose 
And myrtle shade, and shadowy verdant bay, 
And laurel, towering high ; and round their song. 
The pink and lily bring, and amaranth, 
Narcissus sweet, and jessamine; and bring 
The clustering vine, stooping with flower and 
» fruit, 

The- peach and orange, and the sparkling stream. 
Warbling with nectar to their lips unasked ; 
And talk the while of everlasting love* 

^ On yonder hill, behold another band. 
Of piercing, steady, intellectual eye, 
And spacious forehead of sublimest thought. 
They reason deep of present, future, past 
And trace effect to cause i and meditate 
On the eternal laws of God, which bind 
Circumferenoe to centre ; and survey. 
With optio tubes, that fetch remotest stars 
Near them, the system circling round immense, 
lunumerous. See how, — as he, the sage, 
Among the most renowned in days of Time, 
Renowned for large, capacious, holy soul. 
Demonstrates clearly motion, gravity, 
Attnustion, and repulsicm, still opposed ; 
And dipk into the deep, original, 
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Unknown, m jsterioas elements of tbingf,— 
See how the face of every auditor "" 
Expands with admiration of the skill, 
Omnipotence, and boundless love of God I 

These other sitting near the tre^ of life, 
' In robes of linen flowing white and clean, 
Of holiest aspect, of divinest soul. 
Angels and men, — into the glory look 
Of the Redeeming Love, and turn the leaves, 
Of man^s redemption o^er, the secret leaves 
Which none on earth were found worthy to 

opeii; 
And, as they read the mysteries divine. 
The endless mysteries of salvation, wrought 
By God's incarnate Son, they humbler bow 
Before the Lamb, and glow with warmer love* , 

These other, there relaxed beneath the shade 
Of yon embowering palms, with friendship smilei 
• And talk of ancient days, and young pursuits. 
Of dangers passed, of godly triumphs won ; 
And sing the legends of their native land. 
Less pleasing far than this their Father's house. 

Behold that other band, half lifted up 
Between the hill and dale, reclined beneath 
The shadow of impending rocks, 'mong streasut 
And thundering waterfalls, and waving bougha 
That band of countenance sublimfe and sweet, 
IVhose eye, with piercing, intellectual raj, 
Kow beams severe, or now bewildered seems. 
Left rolling wild, or fixed in idle gaze. 
While Fancy and the Soul are &r from home; 
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Tli0MMdthe]MAd)«art«Snne! and threw 
Before the eye remembered scenes oflore ; 
Each picturmg to each the hills, and skies. 
And iRAsured stories of the world he Wt ; 
Or, gazing on the scenery of heaven. 
They dip their hand in colour^ natiye well. 
And, on the everlasting canvass, dash 
Figures of g^ory, imagery divine, - 
With^^raee and grandear in perfection knit. 

But, whatsoever these spirits blessed pursue. 
Where'er they go, whatever sights they see 
Of ^ory and bliss through all the tracts of 

heaven; 
The centre, still, the figure eminent. 
Whither they ever turn, on whom all eyes 
Repose with infinito delight, ia God, 
And his incarnate Son, the Lamb once ilain 
On Calvary, to ransom ruined men. 

' None idlii here. Look where thou wilt, they all 
Are active, all engaged in meet pursuit; 
Not happy ^se. Hence is it that the song 
Of heaven is ever new ; for daily thus, 
And nightly, new discoveries are made 
Of God's unbounded wisdom, power, and love, 
Which give the understanding larger room, 
And ewell the hymn with ever-growing praise. 

Behold they cease ! and every face to God 
Turns ; and we pause from high poetic theme, 
ffijit wof^y least of beins sung in heaven ; 
And on unvailed Godhead look from this^ 
Ottroft^fiPSquentidhiH He tftkes tiM htip^ 
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If or needs to seek befitting praiBe: mflimigfat^ 
Numben harmonious roll along the lyre ; 
As river in its native bed^ they flow 
Spontaneous, flowing with the tide of thought* 
He takes the harp — a bard of Judah leads. 
This night, the boundless song, the bard that oncei 
When IsreaPs king was sad and sick to death, 
A message brought of fifteen added yean, 
before the Throne he stands sublime, in robes 
Of glory ; and now bis fingers wake the chdi'ds 
To praise, which we and aU in heaven xepeaU 

Harps of Eternity ! begin the song. 
Redeemed and angel harps ! begin to God, 
Begin the anthem ever sweet and new. 
While I extol Him, holy, just, -and good. 
Life, beauty, light, intelligence, and loye 
Eternal, uncreated, infinite ! 
Unsearchable Jehovah ! God of truth, 
Maker, upholder, governor of all ! 
Thyself unmade, une^overned, unupheld I 
Omnipotent, unchangeable, Great God ! 
Ezhaustless fulness ! giving unimpaired 1 
Bounding immensity, unspread, unbound ! 
Highest and best ! beginning, middle, end ! 
All-seeing Eve ! all-seeing, and unseen! 
Hearing, unheard ! all-knowing, and unknown! 
Above all praise ! above all height of thought I 
Proprietor of immortality ! 
Glory inefiiibje ! bliss underived I ^ 

Of old thou builtst thy throne on righteousness^ 
Before the morning Stars their song began. 
Or sil«iiQ9 bewd the voice of praise* Thou laidst 
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Kltn^T'i foundation ■tone.-and mrtit 
Life and existence out of Three begin. 
Mysterious more, thia more displayed, when ilin 
lJpein.thy clorious Throne thou sitst alone^ 
Hast sat alone, and shalt for ever sit 
Alone, Invisibles Immortal One t 
Betiind essential brightness unboheid. 
Incomprehensible ! what weight shall wei|^ 
What measuremeasureTheel Whatknowwemort 
Of Thee, what need to know, than Thou hud tsughtf 
And bidst us still repeat, at mom and even 7 
God! Everlasting Father! Holy One I 
Our God, our Father, our Eternal Alll 
Source whence we came, and whither we retttm ; 
Who made our spirits, who our bodies made^ 
Who made the heaven, who made the flowery landy 
Who made all made, who orders, governs all, 
Who walks upon the wind, who holds Uie wave 
In hollow of thy hand, whom thunders wait. 
Whom tempests serve, whom flaming fires obey. 
Who ^des the circuit of the endless years, 
And sitst on high, and makest creation's top 
Thy footstool, and beholdst» below Thee, au— 
All novght, all less then nought, and vanity. 
Like transient dust that hovers on the scale, 
Ten thousand worlds are scattered in thy breath* 
Thou sitst on high, and measurest destinies, 
And days, and months, and wide-revolving yeupj 
And dost according to thy holy will ; 
And none can atay thy hand, and none withoUl 
Thy glory ; for in judgment, Thou, as well^ 
Aa mercy, art exalted, day and night 
Put, presenti ftttare, manufy tby.naiiM. 

pi 
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Thy works an praiie Thcs, aUthy aiic^fniM» 
Thy saints adore, and on thy altars bum 
Tkm fragrant incanM of perpetual love. 
They prais* Thee now, their hearts, their veieai 

praise. 
And swell the raptore of the g:lorioiis soo^. 
Harp! lift thy roioe on high! shout, asgeb; 

ihoat ! 
And loadest, ye redeemed ! glory to God, 
nd to the Larab who bought us with his blood, 
•every kindred, nation, people, tongue ; 
And washed, end sanctified, and saved our souls ; 
And gave as robes of linen pure, and crowns 
Of life, and made us kings and priests to God. 
Shout back to ancient Time ! Sing loud, and wave 
Tour palms of triumph ! sing, Where is thy stingi 
O Death ! where is thy victory, O Grave ! 
Thanks be to God, eternal thanks, who gave 
Us victoiT through Jesus Christ, our Lo^. 
Harp ! lift thy voice on high ! shout, angels, shouti 
And loudest, ye redeemed ! glory to God, 
And to the Lamb, all glory and all praise, 
All glory and all praise, at mom and even. 
That oome and go eternally, and find 
Us happy still, and Thee for ever blessed ! 
Glory to Gpd and to the Lamb. Amen, 
Fpr every and ibr evermore. Amen. 

And those who stood upon the sea of glaM, 
Attd those who stood upon the battlements 
And lofty tewen of New Jerusalem, 
And those who circling stood, bowing alar, 
Cbudted w ^le ereth^ing hSls, 
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Thoufiandi of thoiuaiKis, thousands infinite, 
With Toice of boundless love, answered, Amen, 
And through Eternity near, and remote. 
The worlds, adoring^, echoed back, Amen. 
And God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost* 
The One Eternal, smiled superior bliss ! 
And oTery eye, and every face in heaven, 
Refleetini; and reflected, beamed with love. 

Nor did he not, the Virtue new arrived, 
From Godhead ^ain an individual smile, 
Ofhig;h acceptance, and of welcome high. 
And confirmation evermore in good. 
Meantime the landscape glowed with holy joy. 
Zephyr, with wing dipped from the well of life. 
Sporting through Paradise, shed living dews; 
The flowers, the spicy shrubs, the lawns, refresh- 
ed. 
Breathed their selectest balm, breathed odours, 

euch 
As angels ^ove ; and all the trees of heaven. 
The ^dar, pine, and everlasting oak. 
Rejoicing on the mountains claped their handa. 

D 3 
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AMfALtn^ or Boos VIl* 

After tlM Hjrmil, tbe relation ii refuined. .The i r a Hiefcf 
nation of tlia living, tbe rMurrection of the 
tbe deetraction of ue Earth. 



On the morn of tbe final day all the appearance* of 
ture were ai uiual, at mid- day anlvofBal darkoeM 
vailed, and all action, all motion ceaaed : and an aafd 
from heaven proclaimed " Time should be no mora.'* 
And another Angel eounded the Trump of God, what 
the .dead awoke, and the living were changed. 

A description of the clrcunietancea connected with tht 
momentous scene ; the living were changed in the midBl 
of their several ifoitierons avocations ; in labor, etody, 
pleasure, or crimes. Tbe dead of every age and 
raised to life ; in the cultivated field, in the wir 
in poi^ulous cities, in the midst of anctent miasi 
from the great ocean. 
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BOOK VII. 



As one who meditates at evening tide, 
Wanderinjg alone by voicelesB solitudes, 
And flies in fancy, far beyond the bounds 
Of visible and vulgar things, and things 
Discovered hitherto, pursuing tracts 
As yet untra veiled and unknown, through vast 
Of new and sweet imaeinings ; if chance 
Some airy harp, waked bv the gentle sprites 
Of twilight, or light touch of sylvan maid. 
In soft succession fall upon his ear. 
And fill the desert with its heavenly tones ; 
He listens intense, and pleased exceedingly 
And wishes it may never stop: yet when 
It stops firieves not ; but to his former thought* 
With fondest haste returns ^ so did the Seer, 
So did his audience, after worship passed, 
And praise in heaven, return to smg, to hear 
Of man« not worthy less the sacred lyre, 
Or the attentive ear ; and thus the bard. 
Not uftbesoiight, again resumed bis song, 

p 5 
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In ciutomed glory bright, that mom, the Sua 
Bose, yiBiting the earth with lieht, and heat, 
And joy ; and seemed as full of youth and strong 
To mount the steep of heaven, as when the Stars 
Of mominff sung to his 6rst1lawn, and night 
Fled fVom nis face ; the spacious sky received 
Him, blushing as a bride, when on her looked 
The biide^iToom ; and, spread out beneath his eye. 
Earth smiled. Up to . his warm embrace, the 

Dews, 
Th^ all night long had wept his absence, flew ; 
Theherbs and flowers their fragrant stores un- 
locked, 
And gave the wanton breeze that, newly woke. 
Bey wed in sweets, and from its wings shook 

health, 
A thousand grateful smells ; the joy*3U8 woods. 
Dried in his beams their locks, wet with the drops 
Of night; and all the sons of music sung 
Their matin song — from arboured bower, the 

thrush. 
Concerting with the lark that hymed on high. 
On the green hill the flocks, and in the vale 
The heras, rejoiced ; and, light of heart, the hind 
Eyed amorously the milk-maid as she passed. 
Not heedless, though she looked another way. 

No sign was there of change. All nature moyad 
In wonted harqion^. Men, as they met, 
In morning salutation, praised the day, 
And talkedof common things. Tho husbandmaji 
Prepared the soil, and silver-tongued Hope 
Promised another harvest In the streets^ 
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£adi wnhmg to make pro6t of his neigbtKHVy 
Merchants, assembling, spoke of trying times, 
Of bankruptcies, and markets glutted full. 
Or, crowding to the beach, where, to their ear. 
The oath of foreign accent, and the noise > 
tTncouth of trade's rough sons, made music sweety 
Elate with certain gain,— beheld the bark, 
Expected long enriched with other climes, 
Into the harbour safely steer; or saw. 
Parting with many a weeping fareweU sad, 
And blessins uttered rude, and sacred pledge 
The rich laden carack, bound to distant shore^ 
And hopefully talked of her coming back. 
With richer freight ; or sitting at the desk, 
In calculation deep and intricate 
Of I068 and profit balancing, relieved. 
At intervals, the irksome task, with thought 
Of future ease, retired in villa snug. \ 

With subtle look, amid his parchments, sat 
The lawyer, weaving his sophistries for court 
To meet at mid-day. On his weary coucli^ 
Fat Luxury, sick of the night's debauch. 
Lay groaning, fretful at the obtrusive beam, 
That tl^rough his lattice peeped dirisively 
The restless miser had begun again 
To count his heaps. Before her toilet stood 
The fair, and, as with guileful skill she decked 
Her loveliness, thought of the coming ball, 
New lovers, or the sweeter nuptial night. 
And evil men, of desperate, lawless life, 
By oath of deep damnation leagued to ill 
Remonelessly, fled from the face of day, 

V a 
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AgdiMt the imiooent their coansel held, 

Flottiitt mpardonable deeds of blood| 

And Yiuanies of fearful magnitude. 

Despots, secured behind a thousand bolts, 

7*he workmanship of fear, forg;ed chains for man. 

Senates were meeting, statesmen loudly talked 

Of national resources, war and peace, 

And sagely balanced empires soon to end ; 

And iaction^s jaded min1ons,-by the pa«;e 

Paid for abuse and oft repeated lies, . . 

In daily prints, the thorough-fare of news, 

For party schemes made interest, under cloak 

Of liberty, and right, and public weaL 

In holy conclave, bishops spoke of tithes, 

And of the awful wickedness of men. 

Intoxicate with sceptres, diadems, 

And universal rule, and panting hard 

For fame, heroes were leading on the bravo 

To battte. Men, in science deeply read, 

And academio theory, foretold 

Impiovements vast ; end learned sceptios proved 

That earth should with eternity endure— 

Con^uding madly, that there was no G«d. 

No sigD of change appeared : to every man 
Thai day seemed as the past. From noontide 

path- 
The sun looked gloriously on earth, and aU 
Her scenes of giddy folly smiled secure, 
When suddenly, alas, fair Earth I the sun 
Wae wrapped in darkness, and his beams returned 
Up to the throne of God, and over all 
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The eaiih tune i^ht, mooidcii «iid atsrleai 

Nalvre ttood still. The seas and riyeis Sto«], 
And all the winds, and every living^ things. 
The cataracty thst, like a giant wroth, 
Rushed down impetnously, as seized, at ones, 
By sudden frost, with all his hoary locks, 
Stood still ; and beasts of every kind stood still. 
A deep and dreadful silence reigned alone I 
Hope died in every breast, and on all men 
Came fear and trembling. None to his neigh* 

bour spoke. 
Husband thought not of wife, nor of her child 
The mother, Bor friend of friend, nor foe of foe. 
In horrible suspense all mortals stood ; 
And, as they stood and listened, chariots were 

heard, 
Rolling in heaven. Revealed in flaming fire. 
The angel of God appeared in stature vast. 
Blazing, and, lifting up his hand on bigb, 
By Him that lives for ever, swore, that Timei 
Should be no more^ Throughout, creation heard 
And signed; all fivers, lakes, and seas, and 

woods, 
Despodding waste, and cultivated vale. 
Wild cave» and ancient hill, and every rock. 
Sighed. Earth, arrested in her wonted path. 
As oz struck by the lifted axe, when nought 
Was feared, in all her entrails deeply groaned. 
A nniversal crash was heaid, as if 
The ribs of Nature broke, and all her dark 
FoimdatioiiB failed ; and4eadly palenew sat , 

p i 
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Od emry fate of xoan, and every heart 
Grew chil^ and eveiy knee his fellow smote* 
None spoke, none eiined, none wept; for bomr 

-held 
All moUonlesfl, and fettered every tongue* 
A|{ain, o'er ail the nations silence fell : 
And, in the heavens, robed in excessive lights 
That drove the thick of darkness far asi(u. 
And walked with penetration keen, through all 
The abodes of men, another angel stood. 
And blew the trump of God : Awake, yd dead. 
Be changed, ^e living, and put on the garb 
Of Immortality. Awake, arise ! — 
The God of judgment comes ! This said the voicfl^ 
And Silence, from eternity that slept 
Beyond the sphere of the creating Word, 
And all the noise of Time, awakened, heard. 
Heaven heard, and earth, and farthest hell, throngb 

all 
Her regions of despair ; the ear of Death 
Heard, and the sleep that for so long a nisht 
Pressed on his leaden eyelids, fled ; and ul 
The dead awoke, and all the living changed* 

^ Old men, that on their stafl^ bendin^r, hid leaned. 
Crazy and frail, or sat, benumbed with age. 
In weary listlessncss, ripe for the grave^ 
Felt through their sluggish veins and withered 

limbs. 
New vigour flow ; the wrinkled face grew smooth; 
Upon the head, that Time had razored bare. 
Rose bushy locks ; and as his son in prime 
Of Birength and youth,, the a|;ed father stood*^ 
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Changing heraelf, the mother aaw her boh 
Grow up, and suddenly put on the form 
Of manhood ; and the wretch, tiiiat begging iat| 
Limbless, deformed, at comer of the way, 
Ujuaindful of bis crutch, in joiut and limb, 
Arose complete ; and he, that on the bed 
Of mortal sickness, worn with sore distress, 
Lay breathing forth his soul to death, felt now 
The tide of life and vigour rushing back ; 
And, looking up, beheld his weeping wUe, 
And daughterfund, that o'er him, bending, stooped 
To close his ejeo. The frantic madman, too. 
In whose confused brain reason had lost 
Her way, long driven at random to and fro. 
Grew sober, and his manacles fell ofi« 
The newly-sheeted corpse arose, and stared 
On those who dressed it ; and the coffined dead. 
That men were bearing to the tomb, awoke, 
And mingled with their friends ; and armies, wbicb 
The trump surprised, met m the furious shock* 
Of battle, saw the bleeding ranks, new fidlen, 
Rise up at once, and to their ghastly cheeks 
Return the stream of life in healthy flow; ' 
And as the anatomist, with all his band 
Of rude disciples, o*er the subject hung. 
And impolitely hewed his way, through bones, 
And muscles of the sacred human form. 
Exposing barbarously to wanton gaze, 
The mysteries of nature, joint embraced 
His kindred joint, the wounded ^esh grewnp^ 
And suddenly the injured man awoke. 
Among their himdii and stood arrayed coj»piet« 

p 8 
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In iiiimoftilfa-*-ferg>¥ing scum 
The insult ofioced to liis day in death* 

^at was the hour, Ions wished for by the fsojy 
Of Universal Jubilee to iSl 
The sons of bondage : fitnn the oppressot^t b«sd 
The scourge of viofence fell| and from hie back. 
Healed of its stripes, the burden of thesla^e* 

The Toath of great relipious soul, who sat 
Retired m voluntary lonelmess, 
Iftnverie eatravagant now wrapped^ 
Or poring now on book of ancient date^ 
With filial awe^ and dipping ofL his pen 
To write immortal ihinjgs; to pleasure dea( 
And joyn of common men, working Us way 
With mightv energy^ not umnspired, 
Through all the mmes of thought ; reckless of 

pain, 
And weariness, and wasted health, the scoff 
Of Pride, or growl of Envy's hellish brood ; 
While Fancy, voyaged far beyond the bounds 
Of years revealed, heard many a future age, 
With conmiendation loud, repeat his name,— 
False prophetess 1 the day of change was eomsv-^ 
'Behind tho shadow of eternity. 
He-saw his visions set of earthly famcL 
For ever set ; nor sighed, while through hie veiii% 
In lighter current, ran immortal life ; ^ 

His form renewed to undecaying health ; 
To undecayiiy health, his soul, orewhile 
Not tuned amns to God's eternal praise 

411 men m field and city, by th« way, 
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tVn land or aea, rolling in gorgeous hall, 

Or t^tyin^ at the oar ; crawling in rags 

Obscure, or dazzling in embroidered gold ; 

Alone, in companies, at home, abroad j 

In wantoii merriment surprised and takeil| 

Or kneeling reverently in act of prayer ; , 

Or cursing recklessly, or uttririg lies ; 

Or lapplog greedily, from slander's cup, 

The blood of repntatibh ; or between 

Friendships and brotherhoods devising strife | 

Or plotting to defile a neighbour's bed ; 

In duel met with dagger of revenge | 

Or casting, on the widow's heritage, 

iThe ey'B of covetousness ; or, \vith full hatld) 

On mercy's noiseless errands, unobserved^ 

Administering ; or meditating fiand 

And deeds of horrid barbarous intent $ 

In full pursuit of unexperienced hope. 

Fluttering along the nowery path of youth ) 

Or steeped in disappointment's bitterness. 

The fevered cup that guilt must over drink^ . 

When parched and fainting dn the road of ill } 

Beggar and king, the clown and haughty lord | 

The venerable sage, and empty fop ; 

The ancient matron, and the rosy bride i 

I'he virgin chaste, and shrivelled harlot vile ; ' ■ " ^ 

!rhe savage fierce, and man of science, mild | 

iThe good and evil, in a moment, all 

Were changed, corruptible to incorrupt^ ' 

And mortal to immortal, ne'er to change* 

And now, descending froitithehoWersof lieaV^ 

D 9 
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Soft aim o*6r all the earth, sprecdhig^ weM 

heard. 
And HallelujahB sweet, the harmony 
or righteous souls that came to repossess 
Their long^neglected bodies ; and anon 
Upon the ear fell horribly the sound 
Of cursing, and the yells of damned despair. 
Uttered by felon spirits, that the trump 
Had summoned from the burning glooms <^be]]y 
To put their bodies on, reserved for wo. 

Now, starting up among the living changed. 
Appeared innumerous the risen dead. 
Each particle of dust was claimed: the tiirf^ 
Forages trod beneath the careless foot 
Of men, rose, organized in human form; 
The monumental stones were rolled away; 
.The doors of death weitt opened ; and in the dafk 
And loathsome vault, and silent eharnel hoow. 
Moving, ware heard the mouldered bones that 

. sought < 
Their propor place. Instinctive, every soid 
Flew to its clayey part : from grasa-growiimotti<% 
The nameless spirit took its ashes up. 
Reanimate ; and, merging from beneath 
tke flattered marble, undistinguished roee 
The great, nor heeded once the lavish rhyme, 
And costly pomp of sculptured garnish vaih. 
The Memphian mummy, that from age to age^ 
Becending, bought and sold a thousuid thnaii 
In hall of curious antiquary stowed. 
Wrapped in mysterious weeds, the wondroue 

theme 
Of many an erring tale, shook off its rags \ 
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And the %rOwii son of Egypt stood bende 
The EaroDean, his last purchaser. 
In Tale remote, the hermit rose, surprised 
At crowds that rose around him, where betKoug|i| 
His cumbers had been single ; and the bard, 
Who fondly covenanted with his friend, 
To lay his bones beneath the sighing bough 
Of some old lonely tree, rising, was pressed 
By mulfiudes that claimed their proper dust 
From the same spot ^ and he, tliat, richly hearsedi 
With gioomy garniture of purchased wo^ 
Embalmed, m princely sepulchre was laid, 
Apart from vulgar men, built nicely round 
And round by tne proud heir, who blushed to think 
His father's lordly clay should ever mix 
With pMsant dust,— saw by his side awake 
The down that long had slumbered in his amsL 

Hie family tomb, to whose devouring mouth 
Descended sire and son, age afXer age. 
Iff long, unbroken, hereditary line, . 
Poured forth, at once, tbo ancient fathear rode^ 
And all his offspring of a thousand yii\r^• 
Refreshed from sweet repose, awoke the mtta 
Of charitable hfe — awoke and sung : 
And from his prison house, slowly and sad^ 
As if unsatisfied with holding near 
Communion with the earth, the miser drew 
Hif carcass for^ and gnashed his teetby aad 

howled, 
Unaolaced by his gold and sOver then. 
From simple stone in lonely wilderneftiL 
Xhtt ho«y lay, o'er-iettered by the huM 
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or oft-lr^aentiBg pOgnco, who had tpOfbt < 
The willow tree to weep, at mom and. even, . 
Orer the sacred spot, — the martyr saii^t, 
To song of seiraph harp, triumphant, rose, 
Well pleased that he had suffered to the death; 
*'Thedoud-capped towers, the gorgeous palacei,'' 
As sung the bard by Nature's hand anointed, 
' In whose capacious giant numbers rnlled 
The passions of old Time, fell lumberitig down. 
AH cities fell, and every worlc of man. 
And gav6 their portion forth, of human dust. 
Touched by the mortal finger of decay. 
Tree, herb, and Aower, ana eVery fowl of heavenly 
And fish, and animal, the wild and tame, 
F&rthwitb dissolving, crumbled into dusL 

Alas ! ye ions of strength, ye ancient oak^ 
Te hd^pHies, ye elms, and cedars tall, 
Like towers of God, far seen on Carmel moimt| 
Or Lebanon, that waved your boughs on high,- 
And laughed at all the winds, — ^your hour w«fl 

come ! 
Te laurels, ever green, and bays, that wont 
To wrceath the patriot and the poet's brow ; 
Ve myftte bowers, and groves of sacred shad^i 
Where Music ever sung, and Zephyr fanned 
His airy witig, wet with the dews of life. 
And Spring for ever smiled, the fragrant haunt 
Of Love, and Health, and ever-dancing Mirth,— 
Alas! how suddenly your verdure died, 
And ceased your mmstrelsjr, to sing no more ! 
. Te flowers of beauty, penciled by the hand 
Of >Oo4t who atmoally renewed your birtbf 
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Teemawf-foaured datightewof the Sun! 
Fainr tinn queenly bride, by Joidan's stretm 
I.eadmg yonr gentle lives, retired, uiueen : 
Of on the sainted clifTs on Zion hiU 
Wanderinfir, and holding with the heareiily dewiu 
In holy rcvelnr, your nIghUy loves, 
Watched by the stars, and olTeriner, srery mom. 
Your incense srratcful both to God and man ;— 
Ye lovely grentle things, alas ! no spring 
Shall ever wake you now ! ye withered all, 
Au m a moment drooped, and on your roots 
The ffrasp of everiasting winter seized ! 
Children bf song, ye birds that dwelt in air. 
And stole your notes from angels* lyres, and first 
in levee of the mom, with eulogy 
Ascending, hailed the advent of the dawn ; 
Or, roosted on the pensive evening bough, 
In melancholy numbers, sung the day 
To rest ;— your little wings, failing, diieolved. 
In middle air, and on your harmony 
Perpetual silence fell \ Nor did his wing,' 
That sailed in tract of gods sublime, and fiioned 
Theiun, avail the eagle then | quick smitten, 
His plumage withered in meridian height, 
And, in the vallev, sunk the lordly bird, 
A clod of clay. Before the ploughman fell 
His steers, and in midwny the furrow left. 
The shepherd saw his flocks around him turn 
To dqst. Beneath his rider fell the steed 
To rums: and the lion in his den 
Grew cold and stii!^ or in the furious eiiaBo 
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Od earlb no lirlng \io^g ww Men bot ann, 
New«chBi)g«d« or rising from the optmag toailn 

Athens, and Rome, and Babylon, and Tyre» 
And 9he that 8«t on Thames, queen of the eeaf^ 
Cities once fiuned on earth, convulsed through iJl 
Their mighty ruins, threw their millions forth* 
Pelmyra*8 dead, where Desolnlion sat, 
From age to age, well pleased in solitude, 
And silence, save when traveller's foot, or owl 
Of night, or fragment mouldering down to dust, 
firoke faintly on his desert ear, — awoke. 
And Salem, holy city, where the Prince 
Of Life, by death, a second life secured 
To man, and with him, from the grave, redeeia* 

ed, 
A chosen number brought, to retinue 
His great ascent on high, and give sure pledge. 
That death was foiled, — her generations, now. 
Gave up, of kings and priests, and Fhariseea : 
Nor even the Sadducee, who fondly said. 
No mom of resurrection e'er shoold come. 
Could sit the summons ; to his ear did reach 
The trumpet's voice, and, ill prepared for what 
He oft had proved should never be, he rose 
Rdactantly, and on his face began 
To bum eternal shame. The cities, too, 
Of old ensepulchred beneath the flood. 
Or deeply slumbering under mountains hvig9^ 
That EliDrthquake, servant of the wrath of God, 
Had on their wicked population thrown; 
And marts of busy trade, long ploughed a^d sown 
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B^^Htocy mreeordady or the toBff 

Of barcU yet jiot forg^otten their wickedness, 

In hearen ;^pourerl forth their axMsieat mttlti- 

tiides, 
Thai vainly wished their sleep had never broke. 
From battle-fields, where n)en by millions m£t 
To murder each his fellow, and make sport 
To kings and heroee^ things long since forgot, 
Innnmeroas armies rose, unbannered all, * 
UnpanQplied, unpraised ; nor found a prince, 
Or «;ener^, then, to answer for their crimes. 
The hero's slaves, and all the scarlet troops 
Of antichrist, and all that fought for rule, — 
Many lugh-sounding names, familiar once 
Op earth, and praised exceedingly, but now 
Familiar most in hell, their dungeon fit, 
Where they mtty war eternally with God's 
Almighty thunderbolts, and win them pangs 
Of keener wo,— «aw, as they «pruog to life. 
The widow and the orphan ready staod, 
And helpless virgin, ravished in their sport, 
To plead against them at the coming Doom. 
The Roman legions, boasting once, how load ! 
Of liberty, and fightin? bravely o»er 
The torrid and the frigid zone, the sands 
Of burning Egypt, and the frozen hills 
Of snowy Albion, to make mankind 
Thftt thralls, untaught that he who made or 

kept 
A siftve oouki na^er himself be truly free,— 
That morning, gathered up their dust, which lay 
Wide-8catter«d over half the globe ; norMtw 



Their eag^led bantiera then. Sennacherib^ hoete, 
Embattled once ag^ainat the sons fo God, 
IVitfa ioBiilt bold, qaick air the noise of mirth 
And revelry, sunk in their drunken <»Lmp, 
When death's dark angel, at the dead of nig^fat, 
Their vitals touched, and made each pulse etan^ 

etiil,f^ 
Awoke in sorrow* | and the multitudes 
Qf Gog, and all the fated crew that warred 
A{?sinst the chosen saints, in the last days, 
At Armagedon, when the Lord came down, 
Mustering his host on Israel's ^oly hills, 
Anflf from the treasures of his snow and hail, 
llained teiror, and confusion rained, and death, 
And gave to all the beasts, and fowls of heaveoi 
pf Captain's flesh, and blood of men of war, 
Afeastof many day8,-rra'eYived, and, doomed 
To s^ond death, stood in Hamonali*a valew 

Nop yet did all that fell in battle rise^ 
That dajr, to wailing. Here and there were seei^ 
The patriot bands that from his guilty throne 
The dt:spot tore, unshackled nations, made 
The prince respect the people's laws, drove bad^ 
The wave of proud invasion, and rebuked 
J'be frantic furv of the multitude, 
Rebelled, and fought and fell for liberty 
Jlight understood, true heroes in the speech 
or heaven, where words express the thoughts of 
him 

Who speaks ; not undistinguished these, thouiEh 
few, ^^ 

Th«it 190X9} arose, t^ith joy and melody^ 
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• M\j * 9k » ^ - tt ie noitii and south fwe vp tiidr 

4ead. 
The oajravan, that m mid«^jouraey mink, 
With all its merchandise, expected long. 
And long forgot, ingulfed beneath the tide 
or death, that the wild Spirit of the windv 
-Swept, in bis wratb, along the wilderoees, 
lo Ihe wide desert, — ^woke, and saw aU ealm 
Around, and populous with risen men : 
Nor of his relics thought the pilgrim then, - 
Not merchant of bis silks i|nd spioeries. 

And he, fkr voyaging from home i^nd fri^Ads, 
Too curious, with a mortal eye to peep 
Into the secrets of the Pole, forbi^ 
By nature, whom fierce Winter seized, and frosei 
Todeatb» and wrapped in win(iing sheet of ice. 
And sang the requiem of his shivering ghost. 
With the loud organ of his mighty winds, 
An<l on bis memory threw the snow of ag^f^ 
Felt the long-absent warmth pf life return, 
And shook the frozen mount^n from bi^ bed. 

All rose, of every age, of every clime, 
Adam and Eve, the great progenitors 
Of all mankind, fair as they seemed, that monii 
When first they met in Paradise, unfaQen^ 
Uncursed )— rfrom ancient slumber broke, whert^ 

once 
Euphrates rolled his stream ; and by them 8tOod| 
In stature equal, and in soul as large, 
^heir last posterity, though poets sung, 
M4 Sf^^'B proved them & degenerate. 
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UnpnlBed, — ^that day, 'mong men of ereiy tribe, 
And hue, ftom tboM who .drank of T«[|gfio*f 

nreiUOt 
To tboae who nightly aaw the Hennit Cnm 
In utmoat eouth retired, — arising, were aeea' . 
The fair and raddy eoni of Albion'e hind, ~ 
How ^d!— <not those who travelled lar tad 

Bailed, 
To purpbaae humah flesh, or wreath the yoke 
Of vassalage on savage Uber^, 
Or Qick large fortune from the sweat of slavM « 
Oiv with refined knavery, to cheat, 
Politely villanouB, untutored men ' 
Out of their property ; or gather shells, 
Intaglios rude, old pottery^ and store 
Of mutilated gods of stone, and scraps 
Of barbarous epitaphs defaced, to be 
Among the learned the theme of warm debate^ 
And ininnite conjecture, sagely wrong ! — 
But those, denied to self, to earthly fame 
Denied, and earthly wealth ; who kindiBd left. 
And home, and ease, and aU the coltured joya* 
Conveniences, a^d delicate delights, 
Of ripe society ; in the great cause 
Of man ^8 salvation, greatly valorouf, 
The warriora of Messiah, messengers 
Of peace, and light, and life, whose eye^ vnscal- 

«d. 
Saw up the path of immortality, 
Far into bliss^ saw men, immortal men, 
Wide wandering from the way ; edtpeed qi mffxif 
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Darir„iM0nleii, moral Bight; litii« lik* btMM^ 
Like beaits decending to Uie grave, imtuiglit 
Qf life to come, uQssaotified« uimTed ; 
Who, strong, though seemuog weak ; who ww- 

iike, thoagh 
Unarmed with bow and swoi^ ; appearing aiatf. 
Though sounder than the cchocdi alone e'er vad6 
The doctors head ; devote to God and trath. 
And sworn to man's eternal weal, beyond 
Repentance sworn, or thot^t of turning bade ; 
And casting fiur behind all earthly care, 
All eoontryships, all national regards. 
And enmities, all narrow bourns of stale 
And selfish policy; beneath their feet 
Treading all fear of opposition down, 
All fear of danger, of reproach all fear. 
And evil tongues ;-— went forth, from Britain 

went, 
A noiseless band of heavenly soldiery, 
From out the armory of God equipped, 
Invincible, to conquer sin, to blow 
The trump of freedom in the despot's ear, 
To tell the bruted slave his manhood high, 
His birthright liberty, and in his hand 
To put the writ of manumission, signed 
By God's own signature ; to drive away 
From earth the dark, infernal legionry 
Of superstition, ignorance, and heU ; 
High on the pagan hills, where satan sat, 
Encamped, and o'er the subject kinfi;doms threw 
Perpetual night, to plant Immanuers oroH, 
The ensign of the Gospel, blazing round 
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tenortal trutE ; and, m the 'wlldenwir 
Of hatnan waete, to sow eternal life ; 
And from the rook, where Sin, with horrid yell, 
DeToured its vietims unredeemed, to raiae 
The melody of grateful hearts to Heaven : 
To falsehood, truth ; to pride, humility ; 
To insult, meekness ; pardon, to reyenge • 
To stubborn prejudice, unwearied zeal ; 
To censure, unaccusing minds ; to stripes, 
hoDg sufferiog ; to want of all things, hope ; 
To death, assured faith of life to come}*- 
Opposing. These, great worthies, rising, shone 
Through all the tribes and nations pf mankiodf 
Like Eiesper, glorious once among the stars 
Of twilight, and around them, flocking, stood, 
^rrayed in white, the people they had saved. 

Great Ocean ! too, that morning, thou the call 
Of restitution heardst, and revereqtly 
To the last truinpet*s voice, in silence, listened,. 
Great Ocean! strongest of creation's sons^ 
Unconquerable, unreposed, untired. 
That rolled the wild, profound, eternal bass. 
In Nature's anthem, and made music, such 
As pleased the ear of God ! original, 
Unmarred, unfaded work of Deity, 
And unburlesqued by mortal's puny skill. 
From age to age enduring and unchanged, 
Majestical, inimitable, vast. 
Loud uttering satire, day and night, oq each 
Suoceediqg race, and little pompous woric 
Of man !•!— ^infallei^, religious, bol^ Sea { 
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Tboa Ixiwadst thy glorioiti head to koae^ leuedat 
none, 

Heanfet none, to none didst honour, but to God 
Thy Maker, only worthy to receive 
Thy ^eat obeisance ! Undiscovered Sea ! 
Into thy dark, unlcnown, mysterious oaves, 
And secret haunts, unfathomably deep 
Beneath all visible retired, none went, 
And came ag^in, to tell the wonders there. 
Tremendous Sea ! what time thou lifted up 
Thy waves on high, and with thy >»rind8 and 

storms. 
Strange pastime took, and shook thy mighty sides 
Indignantly,— the pride of navies fell ; 
Beyond the arm of help, unheard, uitseeUi 
Sunk friend and foe, with all their wealth and war) 
And On thy shores, men of a thousand tribesi 
I'otite and barbarous, trembling stood, amazed, 
Confounded, terrified, and thought vast thoughts 
Of ruin, boundlessness, omnipotence, 
Infinitude, eternity ; and thought 
And wondered still, and grasped, and graspedi 

and grasped 
Again: beyond her reach, eiertingall 
The soul, to take thy great idea in. 
To comprehend incomprehensible $ 
And wondered more, and felt their littlenees« 
SelP-porifyittg, unpolluted Sea! 
Lovex Unchangeable, thy faithfbl breast 
For ever heaving to the lovely Moon, 
That like a shy and holy virgin, robed 
tn saintly white, walkea nightly in the heftveo^ ' 
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Gave greciouf audience ; nor was wooed in vain* 
That mDmingy tkoa, that slumbered not before. 
Nor alept, great Oeean ! laid thy waves to rest 
And hushed thy mighty minstr^sy. No breath 
Thy deep 'ooflspoBure stirred, no nn, no oar ; 
Like beauty newly dead, so calm, so still. 
So lovely, thou, beneath the light that fell 
From angel-ebariots, sentinelled on high, 
Reposed^ and listened, and saw thy living change^ 
Thy dead arise. ^ Cbarybdis listened, and Scylm • 
And savage Euxine, on the Thracian beach. 
Lay mtotioiiless: and eveiy battle-ship 
Stood sfill, and every ship of merchandise, 
And aU that sailed, of every name, stood still. 
Even as the ship of war, full-fledged, and swift. 
Like some fierce bird of prey, bore on her foe, 
Opooeing with as fell intent, the wind 
Fell wtthflored from her wings that idly hung; 
The stormy bullet, by the cannon thrown. 
Uncivilly againt the heavenly face 
Of men, huf sped, sunk, harmlessly, and all 
Her loud, uncupcumcised, tempestuous crew, 
How ill prepared to meet their God ! wer« 

changed, 
Unefaangeable — the pilot at the helm 
Was changed, and the rough captain, wliile he 

moused 
The huge, enormous oath. The ffshermai), 
That in his boat, expectant, watched his lines^ 
Or mended on the shore his net, and sung, 
Hafpy IB thDiightltMaes^ some careless air \ 
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In m^itary deep, far out from land, 
Or steering from the poil with many a cheefi • 
Or while retmning from long vovag^e, fraught 
With lusty wealth, rejoicing to baye escaped 
The dftngeioiM main* and plagues of foreags 

The merchant quaffed his native air, refreshed ; 
And saw his native hills, in the sun's light 
Serenely rise ; and thought of meetings ghid. 
And manj days of ease and honour, spent 
Among his friends — unwarned man t even theOy 
The knell of Time broke on his reverie, 
And« in the twinkling of an eye, his hopes, 
All earthly, perished all. As sudden rose^ 
From out their watery beds, the Ocean's dead, 
Renewed ; and, on the unstirring billows, stood, 
From pole to pole, thick covering all the sea—. 
Of every nation blent, and every age. 

Wherever slept one grain of human dust^ 
Essential organ of a human soul, 
Wbanlver tossed, obedient to the call 
Of Ood's omnipotence, it hurried on 
To meet its fellow particles, revived, 
Rebuilt, in union indestructible. 
Mo atom of his spoils remained to Deadi. 
From his strong arm, by stronger arm released* 
Immortal now In soul and body both, 
Beyond his reach, stood all the sons of men. 
And saw, behind, his valley lie, unfeared. 

ODeath! with w4iat an eye of desperate IihI 
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From fmt U17 onptied vatftts, Uumtlxm ^Udr 

look 
After the risen moltitudes of all 
Mankind! Ah! thou hadst been the terror longv 
And murderer, bf all of woman bom. 
Nime could escape thee ! In thy dungeon houses 
Where darkness dwelt, and putrid loathsome- 

netSf - 
And fearfuLsilfence, villanoUsly still. 
And all of horrible and deadly name,— 
Thou satst, from age to age, insatiate, 
And drank the blood of men, and gorged their 

flesh, 
And with thy iron teeth didst grind their bohes 
To powder, treading out, beneath thy feet, 
Their "very names and memories. The blood 
Of naitions could not slake thy parched throat. 
No bribe could buy thy favour for an hour^ 
Or mitigate thy ever-cruel rage 
For human prey. Gold, beauty, virtue, yontl^' 
Even helpless, swaddled innocency, fiiiled 
To soften thy heart of stone ! the infant's Uood 
Pleased well thy taste, and, while the mother 

wept, 
Bereaved by thee, lonely and waste in ^o. 
Thy ever-grinding jaws devoured her too. » 

Each sdn of Adam's family beheld, t 

Wher'er he turned, whatever path of life 
He trode, thy goblin form before him standi 
Like trusty old assassin, in his aim 
Steady and sure as eye of destiny, 
With Bithe, and dart, and strength invinfiiUl^ 
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Equipped, and ever menacing hie life. 
He tttmed aeide^ be drowned himself in aleep^ 
fn wine) in pleasure ; travelled, voyaged, sought 
Receipts for health from all he met ; betook, 
To business, speculate, retired ; returned 
Again to active life, again retired ; 
R^umed, retired again; prepared to die. 
Talked of thy nothmgness, conversed of life 
To come, laughed at his fears, filled up Uio cup, 
Drank deep^ refrained ; filled up, reframed again ; 
Planned, built him round with splendour, won 

applause. 
Blade large aUianees with men and things 
Read deep in science and philosophy, ^., 

To fortify his soul ; heard lectures prove . • - 
The present ill, and future good ; observed 
His.pulse heat regular, extended hope; 
Thought, dissipated thought, and thought again; 
Indidged, abstained, and tried athousand schemes, 
To ward thy blow, or hide thee from his eye ; 
But still thy gloomy terrors, dipped in sin. 
Before him frowned, and withned all his joy. 
StiU, feared and hated thing ! thy ghoslly shape 
Stood in his avenues of fairest hope ; 
Unmannerly and uninvited, crept 
Into his hauDts of inost select delight. 
Still, on his halls of mirth, and banqueting. 
And revelry, thy shadowy hand was seen 
Writing thy name of— Death. Vile worm, Wk 

gnawed 
The root of all his happiness terrene, the gal 
Of all his sweet, the thorn of every rose 
Of earthly bloom, cloud of his noon-day iky 






f roBt of his upring, sigh of his loudest Imghi 

tiark spot on every fonn of loTeiinesSy 

jtaqk smell siaiidst his rarest spiceries, 

Harsh dissonance of all lus bannonv, 

lleserve of evei^ promise, and the if 

Of all to-morrows !--now, beyond thy vaU 

^toed fdl the ransomed multitude of men. 

Immortal all : and, in their visions, saw 

Thy visage grim no more. Qreat payment day | 

pf all thou ever conquered, none was left 

|n thy unpeopled realms, so populous once, 

|le, at whose girdle hang the keys of deatb^ 

iind life, not bought but with the blood of Wm 

^ho wears, the eternal Son of Godi^ that mom, 

pispelled the cloud that sat so lone, so thic|E^ 

^0 teavy o'er thy vale ; opened aU thy doors, 

Unopened before ; and set thy prisoners iree^ 

Vam was resistance, and to follow vaiix. 

In thy unveiled caves, and solitudes 

Of dark and dismal emptiness, Iho^ satst, 

JPpUii^ ^hy hollow eyes, disabled thing I 

Helpless, despised, unpitied, and unfeared. 

Like some fallen tyrafit, chamed in sight of aH 

The people ; from thee dropped thy pointless dift| 

Thy terrors withered all, thy ministeis, 

Annihilated, fell before ^y face, 

4i\d <m ^y maw eternal Hunger seized. 

" . Nor yet, sad monster ! wast thou leli aloneb 
In thjr daik dens some phantoms still remaiQ!sd,,iB 
i^bition, Vanity, and earthly Fanie, 
Swollen Ostentation, meagre Avanc^ft 
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And B^tfj itttolefmnty and Fnnd, 
And wiuiil Ignoiancd^ and sollen Pridfl^ 
Hot Controveny, and the subtle ghost 
Of vain Philosophy, and worldly Hope^ 
And sweet-lipped, hollow-hearted Flattery,^ 
AU these, great personages onoe on earth. 
And not nnfollowed, nor unpraised, were Ieft| 
Thy ever-nnredeemed, and with thee driven 
To ErebnSi.throngh whose nnoheoed wastesL 
Thou mayest chaie them, with thjr broken siUio 
Fetchinff vain strokes, to all eternity, 
Unsatisfied, as men who, in the days 
Of Time, their nnsubstantial foiras pumied. 
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THIS OOURSB OF TIWB* 



BOOK VUI. 



Amaltiu oy Boos Vf It. 



ItateriplkNi of tb« wmM aaeinbled for final JoagmMt: aB 
former dialtaictioiM equalized; all waitiof la eipectatfoa« 
viee and Tlrtae, good and bad, redeemed aind iiiir»> 
deeoMd, were now the only dieUnctions amonc men. 

An holy radtaneetbone on all cOantenaneee and revealed 
the inward Mate and feeling, tbe " index of tbe aonl." 
Ontbe wiekedwaa depicted unutterable deqialr: and 
on tbe rifbteous '* la measure equal to the 8oal*a adr 
Tanee la virtue,** it became tbe *Muitre of tbe foee.** 

VaikNia riaama of tbe aaaemUv are particnlarfaMd ; the 
man of ^aitblj fome, the migbty reaaoner, tbetbeoriili 
tbe recloae, tbe Mgot tbeologton, tbe indolent, tbe seep* 
tie, tbe follower of faebioiitine dutious wife, tbe lunalfe, 
tbe diaboneit Judge, tbe wduoer, tbe duelist and auiclde, 
tbebypocfile, tbe slanderer, tbe falee priest, the en- 
▼ioosmaa. 

Tbe word of God, was not properly believed by any of 
tbe wicked ; tbe necemary fruit of foitb b^ng ** trutb, 
MBparance, meekacss, bolineiB and love.** 
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BOURSE OF TliHE* 



BOOK Vltl. 



^AimcATSD, no^r, and dreesed in xobei 
Of everlasting wear, in the last pauae 
Of expectation, stood the human race. 
Buoyant in air, or covering shore and seii 
From east to west, thick as the eared graihi 
In golden autumn waved, from field to fieldi 
t*rofuse, by Nilus' fertile wave, while yet 
Earth was, and men were in her valleys selsiU 

StiH, all was calmin heaven. Nor yetappearai 
The Judge^ nor aught appeared, save hwe nui, 

there, 
On wing of golden plumage borne at will| 
A curious angel, that fh>mout the skiea 
Now glanced a look on man. and then retired^ 
As cahn was all on earth. The ministera 
Of God's unsparing vengence, waited, stiU 
Unbid. }'{o siin, ho moon, no star, gave ligbli 
A blessed and holy radiance, travelled Skk • 
From day original, fell on the face 
Of men, and every countenance revealed | 
Unpleasant to the bad| wbo^e vieagea 
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Had lost all guise of Meming happinen^ / 

With which on earth such pains they took to hidi 

Their misery in. On their grim features, now 

The plain, unviaored index of the aoul. 

The true, untampered witness of the heart, 

No smile of hope, no look pf vanity 

Beseeching for applause, was seen ; no soowl 

Of self-important, all-despistog pride. 

That once upon the poor and needy fell| 

Like winter on the unprotected flower 

Withering their very being to dust ; 

No jesting mirth, no wanton leer, was seen, 

No sullen lower of braggart fortitude 

Defying pain, nor anger, nor revenge ; 

But fear mstead, and terror, and remorse ; 

And chief, one passion, to its answeriotf, shaped 

The features of the damned, and in itsdf 

Summed all the rest, — unutterable despair. 

What on the righteous shone of foreign light. 
Was all redundant day, they needed not. 
For as, by nature. Sin is dark, and loves 
The dark, still hiding from itself in glooiD^ 
And in the darkest hell is still itseir 
The darkest hell, and the severest wo, 
Where all is wo ; so Virtue over fair ! 
Doth by a sympathy as strong as binds 
Two equal hearts, well pleased in wedded love^ 
For ever seek the light, for ever seek 
All fair and lovely things, all beaateona Ibrms^ 
All images of excellence and truth ; 
And from her own essential being, pure 
As flows the fount of life that spirits drink, 
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Doth to faeiBelf give light, nor from htr haonui^ 
As nathre to her aa her Own existence, 
Can be dirorced, nor of her glory shorn,- 
Which now, from every feature of the juBty 
Divinely rayed, yet not from all alike ; 
In measure, eqvutl to the soul's advance 
In virtue, was the lustre of the face. 

It was a strange assembly : none, of all 
That congregation vast, could recollect 
Aught like it in the history of man. 
No badge of outward state was seen, no mark 
Of age, or rank, or national attire, 
Or robe professional, or air of trade. 
Untitled, stood the man that once was called 
M^ lord» unserved, unfollowed i and the man 
Of tithes, right reverend in the dialect 
Of time addiressed, ungowned, unbeneficed, 
Uncorpulent; nor now, from him who borOi 
With ceremonious gravity of step. 
And face of borrowed holiness o'erlaid. 
The ponderous book before the awful priest. 
And opened and shut the pulpit's sacred gates 
In style of wonderful observancv 
And reverence excessive, in the beams 
Of sacerdotal splendour lost, or if 
Observed, comparison ridiculous scarce 
Could save the little, pompous, humble man 
From lauffhter of the people,'^not firom bint 
ConM be distinguishea then the priest untithed. 
None levees held, those marts where prinosljr 

smiles 
Were sold for flattery, and obetsaooe mea]i» 
Unfit from man to man ; none came or went 
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tfw wi«h«d to draw atUntioiib noiie wm pool^ 
None rich, -none young, none old, deformed nonei 
None Bought for place or favour, none bad aught 
To giv^ none oould receive^ none ruled) nop* 

■erved ; 
No king^ no subject was ; unscutcheoned all. 
Uncrowned, unplumed, unhelmed, unpedigreedi 
Unlaced, ikncoronetcd, unbestarredk 
Nor countryman was seen^ nor citizen ; 
Republican, nor humble advocate 
Of monarchy ; nor idol worshipper. 
Nor beaded papist, nor Mahometan ; 
Episcopalian none, nor presbyter ; 
Nor Lutheran, nor Calvmist, nor Jew, 
Nor Greek, nor sectary of any name» 
Nor, of those persons, that loud title bor% 
Most high and mighty, most magnificent, 
Most potent, most august, most worshipful. 
Most eminent, words of great pomp, that plfiaaed 
The ear of vanity, and made the-worms 
Of earth mistake themselves for gods,— could on« 
Be seen, to claim these phrases obsolete. 

It was a congregation vast of men. 
Of unappeadaged and unvarnished meui 
Of plain, uncerem<Hiious human beings^ 
Of all but moral character bereaved. 
His vioe or virtue, now, to each remained^ 
Alone. All else, with their grave-dothesi msA 

bad 
l^t cSi as badges worn by mortal, net 
Immortal man ; alloy that could not pass 
The sovutiBy of Death's refining ^e« 
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D«tt«f TfancPB wheels, by multitiides punmed 
Of Ibols that Bfaouted— Gold ! fair pamted fruit, 
At which the ambitiouB idiot jumped, while tatn 
Of wiser mood immoital harvests reaped 
Weeds of the human garden, sprung from earths 
Adulterate soil, unfit to be trensplantedy 
Thouflh by the moral botanist, too oft, 
For plants ol heavenly seed mistaken and mirsed ; 
Mere chafl^ that Virtue, when she rose from earth. 
And waved her wings to gain her native heighti^ 
Drove from the verge of l^ng, leaving Vice 
No mask to hide her in ; base-born of Time^ 
in which God claimed no property, nor had 
Prepared for them a place in heaven or heU« 
Tetdid these vain distinction^ now forgnt. 
Bulk laigely in the filmy eye of Time, 
And were exceeding fair, and lured to death 
Immortal souls. But they were passed, for aU 
Ideal now was passed ; leality 
Alone remained ; and good and bad, redeemed 
And unredeemed, distinguished sole the sons 
Of men. ^ Each, to his proper self reduced, 
And undisguised, was wnathis seeming showed* 

The man of earthly ftme, whom oommen men 
Made boast of having seem, who seaiee eould 

pass 
The ways of Time, for eager crowds thai p r fl Bss d 
To do him homage, and pursued his ear 
lYith endless praise, for deeds unpraised aeove, 
And ydced their brutal natures, hottored muoh 
To drag his chariot on,*-unnotioed stood, 
With none to praise hhn, none 40 flatter ^km^ 
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Blwhiog and damb, that iiioniiiig« too wu 



"Hie mighty reasoner, he who deeply feardhed 
The orig;in of thinp, and talked of good 
And en^ mach, of caoies aod effects, 
Of mind and matter, ocmtradicting all 
That went before him, and himsdf, the wfaHe^ 
The laughing-stook of angels; diving far 
Below his depth, to fetch reluctant proo^ 
That he hinuelf was mad and wicked too, 
When, proud and ignorant man, he meant to 

prove 
That God had made the universe amiss, 
And sketched a better plan. Ah ! foolish sage! ' 
He could not trustee word of Heaven, nor see 
The light which from the Bible blazed,— that 

lamp 
Which God threw from his palace down to earth,' 
To guide his wandering children home,— yet, 

leaned 
His cautious faith or speculations wild| 
And visionary theories absurd, 
Prodigiously, deliriously absurd, 
Compared with which, the moat erroneous flight 
That poet ever took when warm with wine. 
Was moderate conjecturing : he saw, 
, Weighed in the balance of eternity. 
His lore how light, and wished, too ate, that hb ^ 
Had ataid at home, and leari^ed to know him^il^ 
And done, what peasants did, disputed less, 
And more obeyed. Nor less he grieved hit timft 
BAiiBpant, tba man of corioas raearch, 
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WlK^timTelled far through lands of hostile dime 
^And dangerous inhabitant, to fix 
The boujids of empires passed, and ascertain 
The burial-place of heroes, never bom ; 
Despising present things, and foture too, 
And groping in the dark unsearchable 
Of finished years,— by dreary ruins seen. 
And dungeons damp, and vaults of ancient waile^ 
With spade and mattock^ delving deep to raise 
Old'TBses and dismembered idols rude ; 
With matchl<*ss perseverance, spelling out 
Words without sense. Poor man ! he clapped 

his hands. 
Enraptured, when he found a manuscript 
That spoke of x>agan gods ; and yet foigot 
The God who made £e sea and sky, sdas ! 
Forgot that trifling was a sin ; stored much 
Of dubious stuff, but laid no treasure up 
In heaven ; on mouldered columns scratched his 

name, 
But ne'er inscribed it in the book of life. 

I Unprofitable seemed, and unapproved, 
That day, the sullen, seli^vindictive life 
Of the recluse. With crucifixes hung, 
And spells, and rosaries, and wooden saints. 
Like one of reason reft, he journeyed forth. 
In show of miserable poverty. 
And chose to beg,-— as if to live on sweat 
Of other men, had promised great reward ; 
On his own flesh inflicted ciuel wounds^ 
^ With naked foot embraced the ice, by the hour 
Said mass, and did most grieyious penaneeTiIe i 
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And thsD retired to drink the filthy eap 
Of 9ecret wickedneea, and fabricate 
All lying wonders, by the untaught received 
For revelations new. Deluded wretch I 
Did he not know, that the most Holy One 
Rec^uired a cheerful life and holy heart? 

Most disappointed in that crowd of moi^ 
The man of subtle controversy stood, 
The bigot theologian, in minute 

' Distinctions skilled, and doctrines unreduoed 
To practise ; in debate how loud ! bow long ! 

^ How dexterous ! in Christian love how cold I 
His vain conceits were orthodox alone* 
The immutable and heavenly truth, revealed 
By God, was nought to him. He had an ait» 
A kind of hellish charm^ that made the lipe 
Of truth Bpeak falsehood, to his liking tamed 
The meaning of the text, made trifles seem 
The marrow of salvation ; to a word, 
A name, a sect, that sounded in the eer. 
And to the eye so many letters showed. 
But did DO morCj-^ave value infinite ; 
Proved still his reasoning best, end his belief 
Ihouffh propped on fancies wild as madmenif 

dreams. 
Most rational, most scriptural, most sound ; 
With mortal heresy denouncing all 
Who in his ar^ments could see no ibfbfl^ 
On points of faith, too fine for human sighL 
Ana never understood in hetfven, he plaoea 
His everlasting hope, undoubting placed. 
And difid I and when he opei^ed kit •vt fvepund 
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To hear, beyond the graTe, the miiittnby 
Of bliss, he heard, alas ! the wail of wo. 
^e pi^oved all creeds false but his own, and found. 
At last, his own most false — most false, hecauM 
He spent his time to prove all others so. 

Q loTe-destrojing, oorsed Bigotrjr I 
Caraed in heaven, but cursed more in hell, 
Where millions curse thee, and must ever curse I 
Jteligbn's most abhorred! perdition^s most 
J'oilorn I God's most abandoned 1 hell's most 

damned! 
7he infidel, who turned his impious war • 
A^inst the walls of Zion, on the roek 
Of ages built, and higher than the clondd. 
Sinned, and received his due reward ; but she 
Within her walls sinned more. Of Ignorance 
Begot, her daughter. Persecution, walked 
The earth, from age toage, and drank the bloo4 
Of saints, with horrid reUsh drank the blood 
Of God's peculiar children, and was drunk, 
And in her drunkenness dreamed of doing good^ 
The supplicating hand of innocence. 
That made the tiger mild, and in bis wrath 
The lion pause, the groans of sufierine most' 
Severe, were noughttpher; shelaugheaatgroan8« 
No music pleased her more, and no repast 
So sweet to her, as blood of men redeeifked 
By blood of Christ Ambition's self, though moA 
And nursed on human gore, with her comp«M| 
Was merciful. Nor did she always rage, 
^ i^^d some hours of meditation, se^ 



Apart, wherein the to her study wen^ 
The Inquisitioii, model most complete 
Of perfect wickedness, where deeds were done,— 
"Deeds I let them ne'er be named,— and sat and 
planned 
Deliberately,, and with most musing painSj 
How to extremest thrill of asony. 
The fleeh, and blood, and sov^ of hcly men. 
Her victims, misht be wrought ; and wfaea th» nw 
New tortures of her iabourmg fancy bom. 
She leaped for joy, and made great haste to tj 
Their force — well pleased to hear a deeper 



But now her day of mirth was passed, and come 
Her day to weep, her day of bitter groaniL 
And sorrow unbemoaned, the day of grief 
And wrath retributory poured in full 
On all that took her part. The man of sin. 
The mystery of iniquity, her friend 
Sincere, who pardoned sin, unpardoned atHI, 
And in the name of God blasphemed, and did 
All wicked, all adominable thmgs. 
Most abject stood, that day, by devils hiseed, 
And by the looks of those be murdered, scorched; 
And plaffued with inward shame, that on hit 

cheek 
Burned, while his votaries, who left the earthy 
Secure of bliss, around him, undeceived^ 
Stood, undeceivable till then ; and knew, 
Too late, him fallible, themselves aocursedf 
And all their passports and certificates^ 
A lie : nor disappointed more, nor more 
Ashamed, the Mussulman, when he saw, gnaak 
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tlis teeth and wai], whom he expected jodge* 
All these Wefe damned for bigotry, were damnedi 
Because they thought, that they alone aeryed 

God, 
And served him must, when most they disobeyed. 

Of those forlorn and sad, thbti mightst hftTO 
"^ marked 

In number most innamerable, stand 
The indolent ; too lazy these lb make 
Inquiry for themselves, they stuck their fiiith 
To tome well-fatted priest, with offerings bribed 
To bring them oracles of peaqf, and take 
Into his management all the concerns 
Of theif' etieruity; managed how i^ell 
They knew, that day, and might have sboner 

known, * 

That the commandment was. Search, and belier* 
In Me, and not in man; who leaj:^ od him 
Leans on a broken reed, that will impierce 
The trusted side. I am the way, the truth. 
The life, alone, and there is none besides. 

This did they redd, and yet refused to search; 
To search what easily was found, and, found. 
Of price uncountable. Most foolish, they 
Thought God with ignorance pleased, and blind* 

6d faith. 
That took not robt in reason, purified 
With holy influence of his Spirit pure. 
8(^ on they walked, and stumbled in the light 
OVnoon, because they would not bpen their eym^ 
Effect how sad of sloth ! that made them risk 
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Their piloUogf to the eternal shore, 

To one who could mistake the lorid dash 

Of bell for heaven's trae star, rather than bow 

The knee, and by one fervent word obtain 

His gttitfanee sure, who lialU the ftan by nop 

They prayed by proxy, and at second hand 

Believed, and slept, and pat repentance oS^ 

Until the knock of death awoke them, when 

They saw their ignorance both, and him they 

paid 
To bargain of their souls 'twixt them and God, 
Fled, and began repentance without encl. 
How did they wi8h,*that morning,ia8 they stood 
With blushing covered, they had for themselves 
The scripture searched, had for themselvea 

believed, 
Aod made acqaiotance with the Judge ere thea ! 

Great day of termination to the joys 
Of sin I to joys that grew on mortal bought^ 
On trees whose seed fell not from heaven, whoie 

top 
Reached not above the clouds. From floeh, 

alone, 
The epicure took all his meals. In choice 
Of morsels for the body, nice he was. 
And scrupulous, and knew all wines by smell 
Or taste, and every compositicm knew 
Of cookery; but grossly drank« unskilled. 
The cup of spiritual pollution up. 
That sickened his soul to death, while yet his 

eyes 
Stood oat with &t. Ris feelings were Ui guide. 
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He Ate, end drank, and slept, and took all joyy^ 
Forbid and nnforbid, as impulse urged 
Or appetite, nor asked his reason why. 
He said, he followed Nature still, but lied ; 
For she was temperate and chaste, he full 
Of wine and all aduUry ; her face 
Was holy, roost unholy his ; her eye 
Was pure, his shot unhallowed fire ; her Kps 
Sang praise to God, his uttered oaths profane ; 
Her breath was sweet, his rank with foul de- 
bauch. 
Yet pleaded he a kind and feeling heart, 
£yen when he lefl a neighbour's bed d^ed. 
Like migratory fowls^ that flocking sailed 
From isle to isle, steering by sense alone, 
AVhither the clime their liking best beseemed { 
So he was guide(]|, so he moved through good 
And evil, right and wrong, but, ah ! to fate 
All different : they slept in dust, unpained 
He rose, that day, to suffer endless pain. 

Cured of his unbelief, the sceptic stood. 
Who dnobted of his being while he breathed, 
^han whom glossography itself, that spoke 
Huge folios of nonsense every hour. 
And left, surrounding every page, its marks 
Of prodieal stupidity, scaree more 
Of feUy raved. The tyrant toO( who sat 
In grisly council. Like a spider couched. 
With ministers of locust countenance, 
And made alliances to rob mankind, 
And holy termed,— 'for still, beneath a name . 
Of piMitjawA tbp.wieiMKl teuglit to vail 
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Tliftir crimes, — forgetfal of his right diTifte« 
Trembled, and owned oppression was of hell » 
Nor did the uncivil robber who unpursed 
The traveller on the hig^h-way, and cut 
Hit throat, anticipate severer doom. 

In that assembly there was one, who, while 
Beneath the sun, aspired to be a fool ; 
In different ages known by different names. 
Mot worth repeating here. Be this enough : 
With scrupulous care exact, he walked the 

rounds 
Of fashionable duty, laughed when sad ; 
When merry, wept ; deceiving:, was deceived ; 
And flattering, flattered, Fashion was his god. 
Obsequiously he fell before its shrine. 
In slavish plight, and trembled to offend. 
If graveness suited, he was grave ; if else. 
He travailed sorely, and made brief repofle« 
To work the proper quantity of sin. 
In all submissive, to its changing shape. 
Still changing, girded he his vexed frame. 
And laughter made to men of sounder head. 
Most circumspect he was of bows, and nods^ ■ 
And salutations ; and most seriously 
And deeply meditated he of dress ; 
And in his dreams saw lice and ribbons fly. 
His soul was naught ; he damned it^ every day, 
Unoeremottiously. Oh ! fool of fools \ 
neased with a painted smile, he fluttered on. 
Like fly of gaudy plume, by fashion driven, 
Ai fiided leaves by Atttumn*8 wind, till Death 
FM fofth bii haad^ ABd dMW him iNii Of i%lit 
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Oh ! fool (^ ibols \ polite to man ; to Crod 
Most rude .* yet bad he many rivals, wh<H 
Ag^e after'age, g;reat striviDg made to be 
Ridiculous, and to foiget they had 
Immortal souls, that day remembered well. 

As rueful stood his other half, as wan 
Of cheek. Small her ambition was, but strange, 
The distaffi needle, all domestic cares, 
Religion, children, husband, home, werethingi 
She could not bear the thought of, bitter drugs ' ' 
That sickened her soul. The house of wanton 

mirth 
And rerelry, the mask, the dnnce, she loved. 
And in their service soul and body spent 
Most cheerfully. A little admiration. 
Or true or false, no matter which, pleased her, 
And o^er the wreck of fortune lost, and health. 
And peace, and an eternity of bliss 
Lost, made her sweetly smile. She was convin*. 

ced. 
That God had made her greatly out of taste ; 
And took much pains to make herself anew. 
Bedaubed with paint, and hung with ornaments 
Of curious selection, gaudy toy ! 
A riiow unpaid for, paying to be seen I 
As beggar by the way, most humbly asking 
, The alms of public gaze, — she went abroad. 
Folly admired, and, indication gave 
Of envy, cold Civility mad^ bows 
And smoothly flattered, Wisdom shook his hmd^ 
And Laughter shaped his lip into a smile ; 
§obriety did stare, Forethought grew pale^ 
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And Mcfd«fty hoog dowtx the head end blculi^. 
And Pity wept, as, oa the frothy targe 
Of fashioa towed, she pasted them by, like mU 
Before some devilish blast, and g^ot no time 
To think, and never thought, till on the roek 
Q^e dashed, of ruio, aoguish, and despair. 

O how unlike this giddy thing in Time i 
And . at the day of judgment bow unlike, 
The modest, meek, retiring dame ! Her hoooo 
Was nrdered well, ber children taught the w^y 
Of life, who, risiog up in honour, i^led 
Her blessed. Best pleased to be admired at homei 
And hear, reflected from her husband's praise 
Her own, she sought no gaze of foreign eye 
His praise alone, and faithful love, ana trust 
Repo»ed, was happiness enough for her. 
Yet who, that saw her pass, and heard the poor 
With earnest benedictions on her steps 
Attend, could from obeisance keep his eye. 
Or tongue from due applause! In virtue fair. 
Adorned with modesty, and matron grace 
Unspeakable, and love, her face was like 
The light, most welcome to the eye of man ; 
Refreshing most, most honoured, most desired, 
Of all he saw in the dim world below. 
As Mitrning when she shed her golden locks. 
And .on the dewy top of Hermon walked, 
Or Zion hill ; so glorious was her path. 
Old men beheld, and did her reverence. 
And bade their daughters look, and take from be^ 
Example of their future life ; the young 
Admiied, and new resolve of rirtae made* 
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And none w1k> whs her husband asked $ hii aar 
Serene, and counteoance of joy, the sig;n 
Of inward satisfkcUoo, as be passed 
The crowd, or sat among: the elders, told. 
In boliness complete, and in the robes 
Of saving: ri§:hteousness, arrayed for heaven. 
How fair, that day, among the fair, she stood . 
How lovely on the eternal hills her steps ! 

Restored to reason, on that morn, appeared 
The lunatic, who raved in chains, and asked 
No mercy when he died. Of lunacy, 
Innnmerons were the causes ; humbled pride, 
Ambition disappointed, riches lost, 
And bodily disease, and sorrow, oft 
By man inflicted on his brother man ; 
Siirrow that made the. reason drunk, and yet 
. LeA much untasted — so the cup was filled ; 
Sorrow that, like an ocean, dark, deep, rough 
And shoreless, rolled its billows o^er the soul 
Perpetually, and without hope of end. 

Take one example, one of female wo. 
Loved by a father and a mother's love, 
Tn rural peare phe lived, so fair, so light 
Of heart, so good, and young, that reason, srarce« 
The eye could credit, but would doubt, as she 
Did stoop to pull the lilly or the rose 
From morning's dew, if it reality 
Of flesh and blood, or holy vision, saw, 
Tn imagery of perfect womanhood. 
' But short her bloom, her happiness was short, 
' One saw her loveliness* and, with desiie 
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UnlMUowed, baraio^, ta her etr addressed 

Dlshoaest words: **Her favour was his life. 

His heaven ; her frown his wo, his night, hi< 

death." 
With tuT^g^id phrase, thus Ivove in flattery's loom. 
He on her womanish nature won, and ag;e 
Sospicionless, and ruined, and forsook. 
For he a chosen villain Was at heart, 
And capi^ble of deeds that durst not seek 
Repentance. So;on her iatfier saw her shame, 
His heart grew stone, he drove her forth to .Want 
And wintry winds, and with a horrid curse 
Fui^ued her ear^ forh.iddiog all return 

Upon aTioary cliff, that watched the sea, 
Ber babe was found — dead. On its little cheek, 
The tear thnt nature bade it weep« had turned 
. An ice-drop, sparkling in the morning beam ; 
j|.nd to the turf its helpless hands were frozcnl 
For she, the woeful mother, had gone mad, 
And laid it down, regardless of its fate 
And of her own. yet had she many days 
Of sorrow in the world, but never wept. 
She lived on alms, and carried in her hand 
Some withered stalks she gathered in the spring. 
When any asked the cause, she smiled and saia. 
They were her sisters, and would come and watch 
Her grave when she was dead. She never apok^ 
Of her deceiver, father, mother, home, 
Or child, or heaven, or hell j or God, but still 
in lonely places walked, and ever gazed 
Upon the withered stalks, and tsiked to them \ 
Xdl, wasted to the shadow of her youth, 
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With wp too wide to we beyond, she di ed > 
Not onatoned for by imputed blood, 
Nor by the spirit, that mysterious works^ 
Unsanetified. Aioud, her father cursed, 
That day, his guilty pride, which would not own 
A daughter, whom the God of heaven and eartl| 
Was not ashamed to call bis own ; and he, 
Who mined her, read fhun her holy look, 
That pierced him with perdition manifold. 
His sentence, burning with vindictiye fire. 

The judge that took a bribe ; he who amiss 
Pleaded the widow's cause, and by delay 
Delaying ever, made the law at night 
More intricate than at the dawn, and on 
The morrow farther from a close, thetx when 
The sun last set, till be who in the suit 
Was poorest, by his emptied confers, proved 
His cause the worst; and he that hsd the bag 
Of weights deceitful, and the balance false ; 
And he that with a liaudful lip deceived 
In buying or in s^ng ; — ^theee, that mom. 
Found custom no excuse for'sin, and knew 
I'lain dealing was a virtue, but too late. 
And he that was supposed to do nor good 
Tior ill, surprised, could find no neutral ground, 
And learned, that to do nothing was to serve 
The devil, and transgress the laws of God. 
The noisy ouack, that by profession lied, 
And utterea falsehoods of enormous size, 
With cqnntenance as grave as troth beseemed; 
J^nd he that lied for pleasure, whom a lost 
pj bemg heard and making people stsn^ 
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In Scriptnre terms. He prayed bv qnuitiCjr, 
And with hit rapetitiooB long and loud. 
All kneei were weary. With one band be pat 
A penny in the urn of poverty, 
And with the other took a shuting out. 
On charitable liits,— 4ho8e trumps wfaock told 
f^ «Fhe public ear, who had in secret done 
I'he poor a benefit, and half the alms 
They told of, took themselvesto keep them soun^ 

. ding,— . 
He biased his name, more pleased to have it there 
Than in Uie book of life. Seest thou the nan t / 
A serpent with an aogePs voice ! a grave 
With flowers bestrewed ! and yet few were de- 
ceived. 
His lirtues being over-done, bisfaoe 
Too grave, bis prayers tQo long, his charitieB 
Too pompously attended, and bis speech 
Larded too frequently and out of time 
With serious phraseology,— -were rents 
That in his garments opened in spite of him 
Through which the well accustomed eye could see 
The rottenness of bis heart. None deeper blushed^ 
As in the all-piercing light be stood, exposed. 
No longer herding with the holy ones, 
Tet still he tried to brine his countenance 
To sanctimonious seeming ; but, meanwhile^ 
The shame within, now visible to all, 
His purpose balked. The righteous smiled, and 

even 
Despair itself some signs of laughter gave. 
As inefiectually he strove to wipe 
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His brow, that inward suiltinefla defiled. 
Detected wretch ! of all the reprobate, 
None seemed maturerfor the flames of hell. 
Where still bis face, from ancient custom, wean 
A holy air which says to all that pass 
Him by, " I was a hypocxite on earth/* 

That was the hour which measured out to etiS, 
Impartially, his share of reputation. 
Correcting all mistakes, and from the name 
Of the good man all slanders wiping^off. 
Good name was deaf to all. Without it, none 
Could Botindly sleep, even on a royal b^dj 
Or drink with relish from a cup of gold ; 
And with it, on his borrowed straw, or by 
The leiifless hedge, beneath the open heavens, 
The weary beggar took nntroobled rest. 
It was a music of most heavenly tone. 
To which the heart leaped joy fufly, and all 
Tba spirits danced. For honest fame, men laid 
Thair heads upon the block, and, while the axe 
Descended, looked and smiled. It was of price 
Invaluable. Riches, health, repose, 
Whole kingfdoms, life, were given for it, and he 
Who got it was the winner still ; and he 
Who sold it durst not open his ear, nor look 
On human face, he new himself so vile.' 
Tet it, with all its preciouaneas, was due 
To Virtue, and around her should have shed, 
Unasked, its savoury smell ; but Vice, deformed 
Itseli^ and ugly, and of flavour rank. 
To rob fair Virtue of bo sweet an incense, 
And with it to aaoint a&d salve its owa^ 
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Rotten olefln, and perfume the path that led 
To death,— <Uo¥e daily hj a thousand meam : 
And oft fOftceeded'to make Virtue sour 
In the world^B noetrils, and its kwthly self 
Smell sweetly. Rumour was the messenger 
Of defamation, and so swift that none 
CMrid be the fii'st to tell an evil tale ; 
And was, withal, so infamous ft>r liei^ 
^ That he who of her sayings, on his creed^ 
" The fewest entered, was deemed wisest man* 
The fool, and many who had eredit, too, 
For wisdom^ grossly swallowed all she said* 
Unsifted ; and although, at every Word, 
They heard her contradiet herself and sciw 
Houriy they were imposed upon and mocked, 
Yet still they ran to hear her speak, and stared. 
And wondered much, toad stood aghast, and sam 
It could not be; aad, while tbev blushed for shame 
At their own faith, and seemed to doubt, beheved. 
And whom they met, with -many sanction^ told* 
So dtd experience faU to teach ;— «o hard 
It was to learn this simple truth,— confirmed 
At every comer by a thousand proofs,— 
That common Famls most impudently lied. 

, Twas Slander filled her mouth with lying 

words. 
Slander, the foulest whelp of Sin. The man 
%In whom this spirit entered was undone. 
His tongue was set on fire of hell, his heart 
Was black as death, his legs were faint with haffte 
To propagate the lie his sool had framed 
His pUiow wM the peace of &miKea 
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J)e8tf076d, tlieagKormnocenee reproaefaedi 
Broken fiieii^hipfl, and the strife of brotherboocb; 
Yet dtd he spare bis sleep, and hear the dock 
Number the raidnigbt watch ee^ on bis bed, 
Devmag misohief more ; and early rose, 
And made most hellish meals of good men^tf 
names. 

From door to door yoa might have seen him 

speed, 
Or placed amidst a group of gaping fools. 
Ana whispering in their ears, with his foul lips. 
Peace fled the neighbourhood in which he made 
His haunts; anO, like a moral pestilence, 
Before his breath, the healthy shoots and blooma 
Of social joy and happiness, decayed. 
Fools only m his company were seen, 
Aod those forsaken ot God, and to themselves 
Given up. The prudent shunned him and hif 

house 
As one who had a deadly moral plague. 
Ond fain would all have shunned him at the day 
Of judgment; but in vain. All who gave ear 
With greediness, or wittingly their tongues 
Made herald to bis lies, around him wailed ; 
While on his face, thrown back by injured men,. 
In characters of ever-blushing shs me, ^ 
Appeared ten thonsand slanders, all bis own. 

Among the accursed, who sought a hidin^pltW 
In vain, from fierceness of Jehovah's rage. 
And firom tfie hot displeasure of the Lamb, 
Most wretehed, most contemptible, most vile,— 
8coo4 the IUm pdest, and m lui oonidMM* M 
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The <«ttett gniiw of the Undyiag Worm; 

idid BO he might, for he had on his hands 

The blood of souls, that would not wipe away. 

Heair what he was. He swore, in sight of God 

And man, to preach his master, Jesus Christ ; 

Tct preacheipl himself: he swore that love of soolsii 

Aloni*, had drawn him to the church ; yet strewed 

The path that led to bell with tempting flowers^ 

And m the ear of sinners, as they took 

The way of death« he whispered peace: he sWore 

Away all love of lucre, all oesire 

Of earthly pomp ; and yet a princely seat 

He liked, and to the clink of Mammon*8 box 

Gave most rapacious car. . His prophecies. 

He swore, were from the lord; and yet, taught 

^ lies 

For gain: with quackish ointment, healed the 

wounds 
And bruises of the soul, outside, but left. 
Within, the pestilent matter unobserved. 
To sap the moral constitution quite, 
Arid soon to burst again, incurable. 
He with untempered mortar dkubed the walls 
Of Zion, saying, Peace, when there was none* 
The man who came with thirsty soul to hear 
0f JTesus, went away unsatisfied ; 
For he another gospel preached th^n Paul, 
And one that had no Saviour in*t ; add yet, 
fiHa life was worse. Faith, charity, and kyvc^ 
Humility^ forgiveness,. holiness. 
Were words well lettered in his sabbath oreed } > 
But with his life he wrote as plaio. Revenge^ 
l^ri^e^ t^tmwkfi ukA hiflt «f wealth and p^wer 
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laoidiiiatoy wid kwdaefls wwKy^m^^. 
He was & wolf in clothmg of the lamb 
That stole into the fold of Grod, and on 
^he blood of souls, which he did. sell to death, 
Grew fat : and yet, when any would have turned 
Him out, he cried, "Touch not the priest of God."' 
And that he was anointed, fools behoved ; 
But knew, that day, he was the devil's priest, 
Anointed by the hands of Sin and Death, 
And set peculiarly apart to ill, — 
While on him smoked the vials of perdition, 
Poured measureless. Ah me ! what cursing then 
Was heaped upon his head by ruined souls, 
Tliat charged him with their murder, as he stood^ 
With eye of all the unredeemed most sad. 
Waiting the coming of the Son of Man ! 
But let me pause^ for thou hast seen his place 
And punishment, beyond the sphere of love. 

Much was removed that tempted on6e to sin. 
Avarice no gold, no wine the drankard, saw.. 
But Envy had enough, as heretofore. 
To fill his heart with gall and bitterness. 
What made the man of envy what he was. 
Was worth in others, vileness in himself, 
A lust of praise, with undeserving deeds, 
And conscious poverty of soul : and still 
It was his earnest work and daily toil. 
With lying tongue, to make the noble seem ' 
Mean as himself. On famous high hill he saw 
The laurel spread its everlasting green. 
And wished to climb ; but felt his knees too WMk» 
And ftood, below, unhappy, laying hands 
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The steps of hoaoiM', bent to draw tbem hwk 

Involviilg oft the brightneas of their path, 

|q n^jats hia breath bad n^sed. Whene'er beheaid 

As oft he did, of joy and happioesq. 

And grei^t piosp^^t v^^ n^Ag worth* 

^was Uhea wave of wormwood o*er his soiil 

Itolhng its bitterness. Qis iey was wo» 

The wo of cilhera. When, trom we^th tp wan^ 

From praises to reproach, Ixom peace to atri&K 

From mirth to tears, he saw a hrother fiUI, 

Of Tirtiie make a alipy-^is drean^ were sweet* 

|(ut chief with Slander, daughter of hia own, 

lie took HBhi^wed piMaiue. When she taU(«d» 

And with her filthy Ups defil^ the hes^ 

i^is ear drew near ; with wide attentioa gaped 

His amnth ; bis eySi well pleased, a« eager gmfA 

Ab gUitlotn, when the dish he moH desired . 

Was placed before him ; aad a horrid mirt^ 

At intervals, with lai^hter shooh his sides. 

The critic, too, who, for a ^t ef breads 

{n hook that fell aside before the ink 

Wi^ dry, poured fourth excessive noxisense, gave 

Him much delight The cntics,-!<9«ome, but few. 

Were worthy men, and earned renown which had 

Inyivur^lroo^ ; but most were we%k aud vUe> 

And, as a cloudy swarm of sunmier flies, 

With aAgry hum and sleuder lance, besel 

The sides of some huge animal ; ^ did 

They ha!Qt about theiUustrious iQan, and Mx^ 

With his im^mortal honour, dowu the stream 

^fame would have descended; but, alas^ 

f h9 h«o4 9f tiiQs drQTP theoAakwaj. They w«nb 
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Indeed, a aim|de nee of men, wlio bed 
One .only art, which ^aght them still to eay, - ' 
Wbate'er was done might have been better done ; 
And with this ait, not ill to learn, they mado 
A shift to lire. But, sometimes too, beneatii 
The dost thev raised, was worth a while obscnredf 
And then did Envy prophesj and laugh. 
OEnyy! hide thy bosom, hide it deep* - 
A thousand snakes, with black, envenomed 

mouths, 
Nest there, and hiss, and feed through all thy 

heart ! — 

Such one I saw, here interposing, said 
The new arrived, in thatdaik den of shame, 
Whom who bath seen shall never wish to see 
Again. Before him, in the infernal gloom, 
Thai omnipresent shape of Virtue stood 
On which he ever threw his eye ; and, like 
A cinder that had life and feeling, seemed 
His face, with inward pining, to be what 
He could not be. As being that bad Jbiimed 
Continually, in slow-consuming fire,— 
Half an eternitv, and was to bum 
For evermore, he looked. Oh * sight to Ihi 
Forgotten ! thought too horrible to think ! 

But say, believing in sueh wo to eome. 
Such dreadful certainty of endleis pain, 
Could beings of forecasting mould, as thou 
Entitlest men, d^berately walk on, 
Unaeared, and ovedeap their own belief 
' Into the li^«fever^biimingfii<»? , 
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Thy tone of askiiig; leems to make reply, ' 
And rightly seems : They did not so believe^ 
Not one of tfU thou sawest lament and wall 
tn Tophet, perfectly believed the word 
OfGrod, else none had thither gone. Absurd, 
To thio^ that beings, made with reason, formed 
To calculate, compare, choose^ and reject. 
By nature taught, and self, and erery sense. 
To choose the goQd, and pass the evil by. 
Could, with full credence of a time to come. 
When all the wicked should be really damned, 
And cast beyond the sphere of light and love, 
•Have persevered in sin! Toofoolishrthb . 
For foljiy in its prime. Can aught that thinks 
And wills choose certain evil, and reject 
Good, i^ his heart believing he does so ? 
Could man choose paio« instead of endless joy ? 
Mad supposition, though maintained by some 
Of honest miocL Heboid a man condemned ! 
Either he neVr inquired, and therefore he 
Could not believe ; or, else, he carelessly 
Inquired, and something other than the iword 
Of God received into his cheated faitn; 
And tl^erefore he did not believe, but down 
To hell descended, leaning on a tie. 

Faith was bewildered much by men wh,9 
meant 
To make it dear, so simple in itsd^ 
A thought so rudimental and so plain, 
That node by comment could it plainer make 
AU fidth was one. In objebt, nbt in kind, 
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The difference lay. The. fioth that iaved a loalt 
And that which in the common truth beUeved^ 
In essence, were the same. Hear, then, what 

faith. 
True, Christian faith,x which hrought salTatioa, 

was: 
Belief in all that God revealed to men ; 
Observe, in all that God revealed to men, ' 
In all he promised, threatened; commanded, said, 
Without exception, and without a doubt 
Who thus believed, being by the Spirit touched, 
As naturally the fruits of faith produced, 
Truth, temperance, meekness, holiness, and lov^ 
As human eye from darkness sought the light. 
How could he ei^e ? If he, who had finii faith 
The morrow's sun should rise, ordered afiaira 
Accordingly ; if he, who had firm faith 
That spring, and summer, and autumnal dayBi, 
Should pass away, and winter really come, 
Prepared accordingly ; if he, who saw 
A bolt of death approaching, turned asid« 
And let it pass ; — as surely did the man, 
who verily believed the word of God, 
Though erring whiles, jts general laws obey, 
Turn back from hell, and take the way to hearen. 

. That faith was necessary, some alleged, 
Unreined and uncontrollable by will. 
Invention savouring much of hell ! Indeed* 
It was the master stroke of wickedness, 
Last effort of Abaddon*s council dark. 
To make man think himself a slave to fate, 
And, worst of all, a slave to fate in faith. 
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F«r tkoi twM rmMB6d then ; From &itfa aliNWi 
And from oputioD« springs all action ; henoe. 
If faith's oomp^ed, so is all actimi too : 
Bat deeds compelled are not accoimtable ; 
80 man is not amenable to God. 

ArgttiQg that broa^^ht such monstrous birth* 

though good 
It seemed, must have been false. Most fidse it 

was, 
And by the book of Grod condemned, throngfaoat. 
1V« freely own, that truth, when set before 
The mind, with ^rfect evidence, compelled 
Belief; but error lacked such witness, still : 
And none, who now lament in moral night, 
The word of God refused on evidence 
That might not have been set aside as folse. 
To reas<m, try, ohoose^^nd reject, was free. 
Hence God, by faith, acquitted, or pondemned; 
Hence righteous men, with liberty of will, 
Believi^ ; and hence thou sawst in Erebus 
The wicked, who as freely disbelieved 
What else bad led them to the land of life. 
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Ahaltsis op Book IX. 

An apottiophe to Religton, Virtue, Piety or knre of BM^ 
mam. 

Description of eeveral claiaefi of the redeemed. The 
faithful minister, tlie true philoeopher, tlie rlghteoM 
governorrtbe uncorrupted statesman, the brave Gene- 
ra), the man of active benevolence and cbariQr, the 
Christians bard. , And the meet numerons among tlM 
saved were such, who on earth were eclipsed by lowly 
circumstances, many of whom were seen "Highetl 
and first in honour.*' 

fiiiddenly an innumeirous host of angels, headed by Mi- 
chael and Gabriel, deseended from heaven, silently and 
without song, and lifting mankind into mid air, parted 
the good and bad ; to the right and left, the good to 
weep no more, and the bad never to smile again ; the 
righteous placed " beneath a crown of rosy light," and 
the wiclced were driven and bound under a ekmd of 
darliness, where stood also satau and his legicm, await- 
ing the Judgment and punishment duo to thor rrtwlifcin. 
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Fairest of those that left the calm of bemreo, 
And ventured down to man, with words of peace. 
Daughter of Grace ! known by whatever mlmoi 
Refififion, Virtue, Piety, or Love 
Of Holiness, the day of thy reward 
Was come. Ah ! thou wast long despised, des- 
pised 
By those thoa wobedst from death to endless Hfe. 
Afodest and meek, in garments white as those 
That seraphs wear, and countenance as mild 
As Mercy looking on Repentance* tear ; 
With eye of purity, now darted up 
To God's eternal throne, now humbly bent 
Upon thyself, and weeping down thy cheek, 
That glowed with universal love immense, 
A tear, puve as the dews that fall in heaven ; 
In thy left hand, the olive branch, and in 
Thy right, the crown of immortality ; • / 

With noiseless foot, thou walkedst the valei of 
enthi 

s4 
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^ BesMehfaig m«ii) fit>m age to age, to tarH 
^ From utt6r death, to tarn from wo to bliaa $ 
Beaeeching evennore, and erennore 
Deapiaed— not evermore deapiaed, not now» 
Not at the day of doom ; moat lovely theo) 
Moat honoorable, thou appeared, ana moat 
To be deaired. The guilty heard the aong 
Of thy redeemed, how loud ! and aaw thy face 
How fair] Alaa I it waa too late ! the boor 
Of making fiienda waa passed, thy fkVom- then 
Mi^ht not be sought ; but recollection, sad 
And accurate, as miser counting o'er 
And o'er again the sum be muat lay oat»^ 
Diatmctly in the wicked'a ear reheared 
Eaeh opportunity despised and lost, 
While on- them gleamed thy holy look, that like 
A fienr torrent went into their aouls. 
Xha day of thy reward waa come, the day 
Of great remuneration to thy friends, 
To thoae, known by whatever name^ who aoiigliti 
In every elaeei in every time, to do 
Unfeigneely their Makei'a will, revealed^ 
Or gathered elae from natora'a acfaool) well 

. pleased 
With God'a applauae alone, that, like a atceam 
Of awaeteat melody, at atill of night 
By wanderer heard, in their moat secret ear* 
For ever whiapered. Peace ; and, as a string 
Of kindred tone awoke, their inmoat aoul 
Reaponaive anawered. Peace ; inquiring atill ' 
'Anaaearchmg, night and day, to know thebdut/y 
When known, wiUi undiaputing truat, with love 
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VnqiienelMbto, with zmI, by MaMii*8 laikA 

Inflamed,— performing ; and to him, bywuom 

Profoond, aU-calculatmg ekUl alone^ 

Besulta— resulta even of the slightest act. 

Are fully grasped, with unsospiciouB fiutby 

All consequences leaving ; to abound. 

Or wanty alike prepared ; who knew to be 

Exalted how, and how to be abased ; 

How best to live, and how to die when asked. 

Their prayers sincercL their alms in secret done^ 

Their fightings with themselvesi their abstiofliiet 

From pleasure, though by mortal eye imnom. 

Their hearts of resignation to the will 

Of Heaven, their patient bearing of reproach 

And shame, their charity, and faith, and bope^«-» 

Thou didst remember, and in full repaid. 

No bankrupt thou, who, at the bargained hour 

Of payment due, sent to his creditors 

A tale of losses and mischances, long. 

Ensured by God himself, and from the stores 

And treasures of his wealth, at will supplied|«^ 

Religion, thou alone^ of all that men, 

On earth gave credit, to be reimbursed 

On the other side the grave, didst keep thy wofd| 

Thy day, and all thy promises fulfiNed. 

As in the mind, rich with unborrowed wealth. 
Where multitudes of Ihougfats for utterance stnvt^ 
And all so &ir, that each seems worthy first 
To enter on the tongue, and from the Ups 
Have passage forth,— selection hesitates 
Perplexed, and loses time, anxious, since all. 
Cannot be takeii, to take the best; and yet 

MB 
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Aftaid, l««t what he left Ibe woitiiier fltin ; 
Aad giieTing much, where all so goodly look^ 
To leave rejected one, or in the rear 
Let anv be obscured t 00 did the bard, 
Though not unskilled, as on that multitude 
Of men who once awoke to judgment, he 
Threw back reflection, hesitating pause. 1 

For as his harfi, in tone severe, had sung 
What figure the most famous sinners made, 
When m)m the grave they rose unmasked ; so did 
He wish to character the good ; but yet. 
Among so many, glorious all, all worth 
Immortal fame, with whom begin, with whom 
To end, was difficult to chose ; and long 
His auditors, upon the tiptoe raised 
Of expectation, might have kept, had not 
Hii eye— for so it is in heaven, that what 
Is needed always is at hand — beheld. 
That moment, on a mountain near the throne 
Of God, the most renowned of the redeemed. 
Rejoicing: not who first, who most, to praise; 
Debated more ; "but thus, with sweeter note, 
Well DlesBed to sing, with highest eulogy. 
And nrst, whom Gwi applauded most, — began. 

With patient ear, thou now bast heard, — 
though whiles, f 

Aside digressing, ancient feeling turned 
My lyre, — ^what shame the wicked had, that day . 
Wnat wailling, what remorse ; so hear, in brief^* 
How bold the righteous stood, the men redeemedi 
How fair in virtue, and in hope how glad ! 
And fifst among the holy shone, as best 
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fiecame, the faithful minister of God. 

See where he walks on yonder mount tfaatlifti 
It summit hieh, on the right hand of bliss, 
SubUme in glory, talking with his peers 
Of the incarnate Saviour's lov^ and passed 
AfSiction lost in present joy ! See how 
His face with heavenly ardour glows, antlhow 
His hand, enraptured, stikes the golden lyre f 
As now, conversing of the Lamb, once slain, 
He speaks ; and now, from vines that never hear 
Of winter, but in monthly harvest yield 
Their fruit abundantly, he plucks the grapes ' 
Of life. But what he was on earth it most 
Behoves to say. Elect by GUx) himself, 
Anointed by the Holy Ghost, and set 
Apart to the great work of saving men ;' 
Instructed fully in the will divine, 
Supplied with grace in store, as need might ask, . 
And with th^ stamp and signature of heaven. 
Truth, mercy, patience, holiness, and love, 
Accredited ; — he was a man, by God, 
The Lord, commissioned to make known to meil 
The eternal counsels ; in his Master's name* 
To treat with them of everlasting things, 
Of life, death, bliss, and wo ; to offer terms 
Of pardon, grace, and peace, to the rebelled ; 
To teach the ignorant soul, to cheer the sad ; 
To biod, to loose, with all authority ; 
To give the feeble strength, the hopeless hope^ 
To help the halting, and to lead the blind ; 
To warn the careless, heal the sick of hearty 
Arouse the indolent, and on the proud 

jb6 
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And obttinate ofleader to denounoe 

The wrath of God. All other men, what naiaa 

Soe'er they bore, whateirer ofBce held, 

If lawful held,— the magistrate mipreme, 

Or elae suborainatet were choeeD by men,- 

Their fellowa, and from meo derived their power. 

And werce accountable, for all they did. 

To men ; but he, alone, his office held 

Immediately from God, from God receiyed 

Authority, and was to none but God 

Amenable. The elders of the church. 

Indeed, upon him laid their hands, and let 

Him visibly apart to preach the word 

Of life ; but this was merely outward rite . 

And decent oeremonial, performed 

On all alike ; and oft, as thou hast heard. 

Performed oh those God never sent ; his caU, 

Hie ooDsecration, his anointing, all 

Were inward, in the oonaeience heard and felt. 

Thus, by Jehovah chosen, and ordained 

To take into his charge the souls of men. 

And for his trust to answer at the day 

Of jttdg^ent,-*great plenipotent of heaven. 

And representative of God on earth,-*- 

Fearlesi of men and devils; unabashed 

By ski enthroned, or mockery of a prince, 

'Unawed by armed leg^'ons, unseduoed 

By offered bribes, burnings with love to sovlii 

Ueqt^chable, and mindful still of his 

'Great eharg^ and vast responnbility ; — 

High in the temple of the living God, 

He stood, enidft (he peo]^, end dedftred 
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Aloud the truth, the whole reveeled Uutb, 
Ready to seal it with his biQod. Diyine 
Resemblance moet complete ! with mercy now 
Md loTe, his &cei illumed, shone gloriously ; 
And frowning now indignently, it seemed 
As if offended Justice, from his eye. 
Streamed forth yindictiye wrath! Men hoaidi 

alsumed. 
The ODcircumcised infidel believed ; 
X4ght-thoug;hted Mirth grew serious, and w^s 
The laugh pro&ne sunk in a sigh of deep 
Repentance, the blasphemer, J^neeling, pray«d^ 
And, prostrate in the dust, for mercy called ; 
And cursed, old, forsaken sinners gnashed 
Their teeth, as if their hour had been arrived 
Such was his oalliugi his commission such, 
yet he was humble, kind, forgiving, meek, 
Jlasy to be entreated, gracious, mild^; 
And, with all patience and affection, taught. 
Rebuked, perstts^iled, solaced, counseUed, w%r» 

ned. 
In fervent style and maanen Needy, poor 
And dying men, like muf ic, heard his feet 
Approach their beds ; and guilty wretches took 
New hope, and iu his prayers we|Xt and smiled« 
And blessed him, as they died forgiven ; end all 
Saw in his face.conteptment, in his life. 
The path to glory and perpetual joy, 
^ Peep4eamea iu the philosophy of heaven. 
He searched the causes out of good and ill. 
Profoundly calculatizig their effects. 
Far paA U^ hooods of Time s Mid MVMWfi 
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In the antbnetie of future thmgi^ 
* The Ion and profit of the soul to all 
Eternity. A skilful workman he 
In God*8 great moral vineyard : what to prone 
With cautious hand he knew, what to uproot ; 
What were mere weeds, and what oelestial plants 
Wbieh had unfading vigour in them, knew ; 
Nor knew alone, but watched them night and 

day. 
And reared and nourished them, till fit to be 
Transplanted to the Paradise above. 

Oh ! who can speak bis praise I grea^btt»ble 



man ! 



He in the current of dbtruction stood 

And warned the sinner of his wo ; led 

Immanuers members in the evil day ; 

And, with the everlasting arms embraced 

Himself around, stood in the dreadful fi»aC 

Of battle, high, and warred victorioneiy 

With death and bell. And now was come hii 

rest, 
His triumph day. lUnstnouB like a son. 
In that assembly, he, shining from far, 
Most excellent in glory, stood assured, 
Waiting the promised crown, the promised thnuifl^ 
The welcome and approval of his Lord. 
Nor one alone, but many — prophets, prieete^ 
Apostles, efeat reformers, aU that served 
Messiah raithfuUy, like stars appeared 
Of fiiirest beam ; and round them gathered, clad 
In white, the vouchers of their ministry-— 
Tha flock their care had nourished,, fed,^ and v^veiL 
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Kor yet irioommon glory gazing, stood 
The true philosopher, decided friend 
Of tmth and man* Determined foe of all 
Deception, calm, coUectedi patient, wise. 
And humble, undeceived by outward shape 
Of things, by fashion's revelry uncharmed, 
By honour unbe witched, —he lett the chase 
Of vanity, and all the quacketies 
Of life, to fools and heroes, or i^hoe'er 
Desired them ; and with reason, much despised, 
Traduced, yet heavenly reason, to the shade 
'Retired — retired, but not to dream, or build 
Of ghoetly fancies,' seen in the deep noon 
Of sleep, ill-balanced theories ; retired^ 
But did not leave mankind ; in pity, not 
tn wrath, retired ; and still, though distaht, kept 
His eye on men ; at proper angle took 
His stand to see them better, and, beyond 
The clamour yrhick the bells of folly made. 
That most had hung about them, to consult 
With D&ture, how their madness might be cured^ 
And^how their true substantial comforts might 
Be multiplied. Religious man \ what God 
By prophets, priests^ evangelists, revealed 
Of sacred truth, he thankfully received^ 
And, by its light directed, went in search 
Of more. Before him, darkness fled ; and all 
The goblin tribe, that hung upon the breasts 
Of ^ight, and haunted still the moral gloom 
With shapeless forms, and bide, infernal lightfl^ 
And indistinct, and devilish whisperings, 
*thsX the misedttcated fancies vexed 

18 
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Of superstitious men,— at bis approadi. 
Dispersed, invisible. Where'er he went. 
This lesson still he taught, To fear no ill 
But sin, no beings but Almighty God. 
All-comprehending^ sage ! too hard alone 
For him was man's salvation ; all besidee. 
Of use or comfort, that distinction made 
Between the desperate savage, scarcely raised 
Above the beast whose flesh he ate, undrened. 
And the most polished of the human race, 
Was product of his persevering search. 
Religion owed him much, as from the false - 
She suffered much ; for still his main design, 
In all his contemplations, was to trace 
The wisdom, ]>rovidence, and love of God, 
And to his fellows, less observant, show 
Them forth. From prejudice redeemed, wiiii all 
His passions still, above the common world. 
Sublime in reason and in aim sublime, 
He sat, and on the marvellous works of God 
Sedately thought; now glancing up his eye, 
Intelligent, through all the starry dance, 
And penetrating now the deep remote 
Of central causes in .the womb opaque 
Of matter hid; now, with inspection nle^ 
Enteringthe mystic labyrinths of the mind, 
Where thought, of notice ever shy, behind 
Thought, disappearing, still retired ; and stQIy 
Thought meeting thought, and thought awake- 
ning thought. 
And mingling still with thought in endteBBtniM^ 
Bewildered observation ; now, widi eye 



1 



TttX COxmSX OF TIBtft. ftft 

Tet more severely purged, looking fiur down 
Into tbe heart, where passion wove a web 
Of thoasatid thousand threads, in grain and hno 
All difieren^ ; then, upward venturing whiles ; 
But reverently, and in bis hand, the light ' 
Revealed, near the eternal Throne, he gazed, 
PbiIosophii.ing less than worshipping. 
Most truly great! his intellectual strength 
And knowledge vast, to men of lesser mind, 
Seemed infinite ; yet, from his high pursuits, 
And reasonings tAost profound, he still returned 
Home, with an humbler and a wanner heart: 
And none so lowly bowed before his God, 
As none so well His awful majesty 
And goodness comprehended ; or so well 
His own dependency and weakness knew. 

How glorious now, with vision purified 
At the Essential Truth, entirely uee 
From error, he, investigating still, — 
For knowledge is not found, unsought, in iMftvoOy 
From world to world, at pleasure, roves, on wing 
Of golden ray upborne ; or, at the feet 
Of heaven's most ancient sages, sittirig, hmn 
New wonders of the wondrous works of God ! 

Illustrious too, that mornings stood the man 
Exalted by tbe people, to the throne 
Of government, established on the base 
Of justice, liberty, and equal right ; 
Who, in his countenance sublime, expressed , 
A nation's majesty, and yet was meesL ' 

And humble; and in royal palace gave 

E 9 
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Example to the meanest, of the fear 

Of God, and all integrity of life 

And mannera ; who, august, yet lowly ; who^ 

Severe, yet gracious ; in his very hearty 

Detesting all oppression, all intent 

Of private aggrandizement ; and, the first 

In every pubuc duty, held the scales 

Of Justice, and as the law, which reigned in him# 

Commanded, gave rewards ; or, with the edij^e 

Vindictive, smote, now light, now heavily. 

According the stature of the crime. 

Conspicuous like an oak of healthiest bough* 

Deep-rooted in his country's love, he stoo^ 

Ana gave hb hand to Virtue, helping up 

The honest man to honour and renown ; 

And, with the look which goodness wean in 

wrath, 
Withering the very blood of Knavery,^ 
And from his presence driving far, ashamed. 

Nor less remarkable, among the blessed. 
Appeared the man, who, in the senate-house^ 
Watchful, unhired. unbribed, and uncorrupty^ 
and party only to the common weal. 
In virtue's awful rage^ pleaded for right, 
With truth so clear, with argument so strongs 
With action so sincere, and tone so loud ^ 
And deep, as made the despot quake behind 
His adamantine g&tes. and every joint, : 
In tenor, smite his fellow-joint relaxed ; 
Or, marching to the field, in burnished steel. 
While* frowning on his brow, tremendous hung 
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Th« wrath of a whole people, long proToked,-^ 

Mugtered the stonny wings of war, m day 

Of dreadful deeds ; and led the battle on, 

When liberty, swift as the fires of heaven. 

In fury rode, with all her hosts, and threw 

The tyrant down, or drove invasion back. 

Illustrious he — ^illustrious all appeaj^d. 

Who ruied supreme in righteousness ; or held 

Inferior place, in stedfast rectitude 

Of soul. Peculiarly severe had been 

The nature of their youth, their knowledge great. 

Great was then: wisdom, great tbdr cares, and 

great 
Their self-denial, and their service done 
To God and man; and great was their reward. 
At band, proportioned to their worthy deeds. . 

Breathe all thy minstrelsy, immortal Harp ! 
Breathe numbers warm with love, while I re» 

hearse — 
Delighted theme, resembling most the songs. 
Which, day and night, are sung before the 

Lambl — 
Thy praise, O Charity ! thy labours most 
Divine ; thy sympathy with sighs, and teais, 
And groans ; thy great, thy godtlike wish, to heal 
Allinisery, all fortune's wounds, and make 
The soul of every living thing rejoice. 
O thou wast needed much in days of Time ! 
No virtue, half so much ! — ^None half so lair S 
To all the rest, however fine, thou gavest 
A finishing and polish, withpat whi& 
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N* nun e'er entered beayen. 1 et me record 

His praiie, the man of great beneyolenoe. 

Who prened thee doeely to his glowing heart. 

And to thj gentle bidding made his feet 

Swift minister. Of all mankind his sool 

Was most in harmony with heaven : as one 

Sole fiunilj of brothers, sisters, friends, 

One in their origin, one in their rights 

To all the common gifts of providence; 

And in their hopes, their joys, and sorrows one, 

He viewed the universal human race. 

He needed not a law of state, to force 

Grndging submission to the law of God. 

The law of love was in his heart, alive ; 

What he possessed, he counted not his own. 

But, like a f^thful steward in a house 

Of public alms, what freely he received 

He freely gave, distributing to all 

The helpless, the last mite beyond his own 

Temperate support, and reckoning still the gift 

Bat justice, due to want; and so it was, 

Although the world, with compliment not ill 

Applied, adorned it with a fairer name. 

Nor did he wail till to his door the voice 

Of supplication came, but went abroad. 

With foot as silent as the starry dews, 

In search of misery that pined unseen, 

And would not ask. And who can tell what sights 

He saw! what groans he heard, in that eold 

world 
Below I where Sin, in league with gloomy Peatbi 
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Marehed daily throueh tbe length and breadth 

ofaU 
Tha land, wasting at will, and makings earth, 
Fair earth ! a lazer-houfe, a dungeon dark, 
Where Disappointment fed on rained Hope, 
Where Guilt, worn out, leaned on the triple edge 
Of want, remorse, despair ; where Cruelty 
Reached forth a cup of wormwood to the lips 
Of Sorrow, that to deeper Sorrow wailed; 
Where Mockery, and Disease, and Poverty, 
Met miserable Age, ere while sore bent 
With his own burden ; where the arrowy winda 
Of winter pierced the naked orphan babe, 
And chilled the mother's heart, who had no 

home; 
And where, alas ! in mid-time of his day. 
The honest man, robbed by some villain's hand, 
Or with long sickness pale, and paler yet 
With want and hunger, ofl drank bitter draught! 
Of his own tears, and had no bread to eat. 
Oh ! who can idW what sights he 8aw» what 

shapes 
Of wretchedness ! or who describe what smiles 
Of gratitude illumined the face of wo, 
While from his hand he gave the bounty forth ! 
As when the Sun, to Cancer wheeling back. 
Returned from Capricorn, and showed the north, 
That long had lain in cold and cheerless night, 
His beamy countenance ; all nature then 
Refoiced together glsd ; the flower looked up 
And smiled ; the forest, from his locks, shook off 
The hoary frosts, and clapped his hands; th« 
birds 
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Awoke, and, ainging, rose to meet the day? 

And from his hollow den, where many montha 

fie slumbered sad in darkness, blithe and ligrht 

Of heart the aavage sprung, and saw again 

flis mountains shine, and with new songs of love 

Allured the virgin's ear i so did the house. 

The prison-l^ouse of guilt, and all the abodea 

Of unprovided helplessness, revive, 

Aa on them looked the sunny messepger 

Of Charity. By angels tended still, 

That marked his deeds, and wrote thei|i m the 

book 
Of God's remembrance ; careless he to be 
^Observed of men, or have each mite bestowed 
Recorded punctually, with name and place, 
|n every bill of news. Pleased to do good. 
He gave and sought no n^ore, nor questioned 

much 
Nor reasoned, who deserved ; for well he knew 
The fafio of need. Ah me ! who could mistake f 
The shame to ask, the want that urged within. 
Composed a look so peifectly distinct 
From all else human, and withall so full 
pf misery, that none could pass, untouched, 
And be a Christian, or thereafter claim. 
In any form, the name or rights of man, 
Or, at the day of Judgment, lift his eye; 
While he, in name of Christ, who gave the poor 
A cup of water, or a bit of bread. 
Impatient for his advent, waiting stood, 
Olowing in robes of love and holiness, 
|ieaven*s fairest dress ! and rou^d him raqged^ iq 

Wbite, 
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A thousand witneases appeared, prepared 
To tell his gracious deeds before the Throne. 

Nor uDrenowned among the most renowQedi 
J^or 'mong the fairest unadmired, that morn, 
When highest fame was proof of highest worth, 
Distinguished stood the bard : not he, who aold 
Tho incommunicable, heavenly gift, 
To Folly, and with lyre of perfect tone, 
Prepared by God himself, for holiest praise,— 
Vilest of traitors ! most dishonest man ^ 
Sat by the door of Ruin, and made there 
A itaelody so sweet, and in the mouth 
Of drunkenness and debauch, that dlpe hftd 

croaked 
In natural discordance jarring harsh. 
Put so divine a song, that many turned 
Aside, and entered m undone, and thought, 
Meanwhile, it was the gate of heaven, so like 
An angel's voice the music seemed ; nor he, 
Who, whining grievously of damsel coy. 
Or blaming fortune, that would nothing give «• 
For doing nought, in indolent lament > 
Unprofitable, passed his piteous days. 
Making himself the hero of his tale. 
Deserving ill the poet's name : but he. 
The bard, by God*d own hand anointed, who. 
To Virtue's all-delighting harmony, 
His numbers tuned : who, from the fount of tn(th| 
Pouired naelody, and beauty poured, and love, 
In holy stream, into the human heart ; 
And, from the height of lofty argument, 
W^6 "justified the ways of God to man," 
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And song what itifl be singly Approved, in koKviiii 
Though now with bolder note, abo^e the damp 
Teirestrial, which the pure celestial fire 
Cooled, and restrained in part bis flamimg wing. 

PbiloBopby' was deemed of deeper thopght. 
And judgment more severe, than Poetry; 
To fable, she, and fangy, more inclined. 
And yet, if Fancy, as was understood. 
Was of creative nature, or of power, 
With self-wrought 8tu£( to build a fabric up, 
To mortal vision wonderful and strange. 
Philosophy, the theoretic, claimed, 
Undoubtedly, the first and highest place 
In fancy's favour. Her material souls. 
Her chance, her atoms shaped alike, her whito 
Pix>ved black, her universal nothiog, all 
And ail her wondrous systems, how the ramd 
With matter met ; how man was free, and yet 
All pre-ordained ; how evil first began ; 
And chief, her speculations, soarings hi|^ 
Of the eternal, uncreated Mind, 
Which left all reason infinitely far 
Behind — surprising feat of theory ! — 
Were pure creation of her own, webs wove 
Of gossamer in Fancy's lightest loom. 
And no where, on the list of being made 
By God, recorded : but her look, meanwhilei 
Was grave and studious ; and many thought 
She reasoned deeply, when she wUdly raved* 

The true, legitimate, anointed bard, 
Whose long through ages poured its iDielodyi 
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Wtm «iMt Mf7«rely thougfatfol, mort swamte 

And aoetti«U of obacryatioi^ most 

Familiarly aoquaiated with all modas 

And phases of exiatenoe. True, no doubt. 

He had originally dronky from oat 

The fount of life and lova, a doable draog^ 

That gave whatever he touched a doable lift t 

But this was mere desire at first, and power 

Devoid of means to work by ; need was stall 

Of persevering, quick, inspective mood 

Of mind, of faithful memory, vastly stored 

From universal being's ample field. 

With knowledge ; and a judgmentt sound and 

clear. 
Well disiplined in nature's rules of taste ; 
Discerning to select, arrange, combine. 
From infinite variety, and still 
To nature true ; and guide withal, hard task^ 
The sacred, living impetus divine. 
Discreetly through the harmony of song. 
Completed thus, the poet sung ; and age 
To age, enraptured, heard his measures flow | 
Enraptured, for he poured the very fat 
Aodmarrow of existence through his verM, 
And gave the soul, that else, in selfish eold« 
Unwarmed by kindred interest, had laiui 
A roomy life, a glowing relish high, 
A sweet, expansive brotherhood of bemg— 
Joy answering joy, and sigh responding sigh^ 
Through all the fibres of the social heart* 
Observant, sympathetic, sound of head. 
Upon the ocean vast of human thought. 
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With pttsion rough and stormy, Tentariiii^Qiat, 
Eren as the liTitig billows rolled, he threw 
Hit numbeni over them, seized as they wiera^ 
And to prepetaal ages left them fixedf 
To each, a mincHr of itself displayed ; 
Despair for ever lofrering dark on ^n. 
And Happiness on Virtue smiliDg fair. 

He w^ the minister of fiune, and g^y^ 
To whom be would renown ; nor missed 

8elf-<^ 

Although despising much the idiot roar 
Of popwar applause, that sudden, oft, 
Unnaturally turning, whom it nursed 
Itself devoured — the lasting fame, the praiae 
Of Grod and holy men, to excellence grven.- « 

Yet less be sought his own renown, man wished 
To have the eternal images of truth 
And beauty, pictured in his verse, admired. 
'Twas these, tailing immortal shape and fonn 
Beneath his eyo, that charmed his midnight 

watch. 
And oft, his soul with awful transports shook 
Of happiness, unfelt by other men. 
This was that spell, that sorcery, which bound 
The poet to the lyre, and would not let 
Him go ; that hidden mystery of joy. 
Which made him sing in spite of fortune's wont{ 
And waS| at once, boSi motive and reward. 

Nor now among the choral harps, in this 
The native clime of song, are those unknown^ 
With higher note ascending^ who, beloW| 
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In holy aidonr, aimed at lofty strains. 

Tine &mo is never lost : many, whose naines 

Were hononred much on earth, are famous hen 

For poetry, and, with arch-angel harps^ 

Hold no unequal rivalry in song; 

Leading the choirs of neaven, in numbers hi|^|, 

In numbers ever sweet and ever new. 

Behold them yonder, where the river pure^ ■ 
Flows warbling down before the throne of God} 
And, shading on each side, the tree of Ufe 
Spreads its unfading boughs !^»See how tfae;f 

shine, 
In garments white, quaffing deep draughts of love 
And burping on their harps, new harmonies 
Preparing for the ear of God, Most High ! . 

But why should I, of individual worthy 
Of individual glory, longer sing ? 
No true believer was, that day, obscure;, 
No holy soul but had enough of joy ; 
No pious wish without its iuU reward. 
Who in the Father and the Son believed. 
With fiiith that wrought by love to holy deedSy 
And purified the heart, none trembled there, 
Nor had by earthly guise his rank concealed ;" 
Whether, unknown, he tilled the ground remote^ 
Observant of the seasons and adored 
God in the promise, yearly verified, 
Of seed-time, harvest, summer, winter, day 
And night, returning duly at the time 
Appointed ; or, on the shadowy mountain side« 
Worshipped ftt dewy eve, wl^biog his floeksi 
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And M tbe ntedle to the stairy J^oLe 

TiwiMd oomteatiy, so fae his heart to Crod; 

Or else, in eerntiide severe, was taught 

To break the bonds of sin ; or, befftag, leemed 

To tniflt the Providence that fed tlM raven, 

And clothed the HI j with be^ annual gown. 

. MoetBumaceus, indeed, among tiie saved. 
And many, too, not least illustrioas, shone 
The men who had no name on earth. EcBpied 
By Iswly cirouoMitaaoe, they lived nnknomi. 
Like stream that in the desert warbles dear, 
StiH nvrsing, as it goes, tbe herb and flower. 
Though never seen ; or like the star, retired 
In sohtades of ether, far beyond 
All sight, not of essential splendour less^ 
Though shining unobserved. None saw their 

pure 
Devotion, none their tears, their faith, and love. 
Which burned within them, both to God and maDy 
None saw but God. He in his bottle, all 
Their teara preserved, and every holy wish 
Wrote in his book ; and, not as they had dono. 
But as they wished with all their heart to do, 
Arrayed them now in glory, and displayed, — 
No longer hid by coarse, ancourtly garb, — 
In lustre equal to their inward wortlu 

Man's time was passed, and hi8.etemity 
Begun. !No fear remamed of change. The youth, 
Who, in tbe glowing mora of vigorous life, 
High^taehmf after g—t nUiffmm dmdi| 
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Vfwm wMettly cat ^mth all hii bopM 
In suany bloom, and unaccomplishea left 
His withared aims, — saw evetlaating days, 
Before him, dawning rise, in which to achieTO 
All glorious things, and get himself the nama 
That jealous Death too soon forbade on eaith. 

Old things had passed away, and all was new ; 
And ^et, of all the new-begun, notigbt so 
Prodigious difference made, in the affiiin 
And thoughts of every man, as certainty. 
For doubt, all doubt, was gone, of every kind; 
Doubt that erewbile, beneath the lowest base 
Of mortal reasonings, deepest laid, crept in. 
And made the strongest, best cemented towers 
Of human workmanship, so weakly shake, 
And to their lofty tops so waver still, 
That those who built them, feared their sudden 

fall. 
But doubt, all doubt, was passed; and, in* it0 

place, 
To every thought that ii^ the heart of man 
Was present, now had come an absolute, 
Unquestionable certainty, which gave 
To each decision of the mind immense 
Importance, raising to its proper height 
The seaoent tide of passion, whetiber joy 
Or grief. The good man knew, in very truth, 
That he was saved to all etemi^, . 

And feared no more*,jthe bad had proof eoinpleC% 
That he was damned forever ; and believed 
Entirely, that on every wickra soul 
Anguish should eome, and wmth, and utter wo. 
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Knowledge WW mUch increafled, but wladodl 
more. 
the film of Time, that still before the sight 
Of mortal vision danced, and led the beet 
Astray, pursuing unsubstantial dreams, 
Had dropped from every eye. Men saw that thoy 
Had vexed themselves in vain, to understand 
What now no hope to understand remained ; 
That they had often counted evil good. 
And good for ill i laughed when they should hav<i 

wept, 
And wept, forlorn, when,God intended mirth. 
But what, of all their follies passed, surprised 
Them most, and seemed most totally insane 
And unacouiftable, was value set 
On objects of a day, was serious grief 
Or joy for loss or gain of mortal thingd« 
9o utterly impossible it seemed, 
When men their proper interests saw, that atight 
Of terminable kind, that aught, which e'er 
Could die, or cease to be, however named| 
Should make a human soul — a legal heir 
Of everlasting years — ^rejoice or weep. 
Id earnest xlkood ; for nothing now seemed worth 
A thought, but had eternal bearing in't. 

Much truth had been assented to in Time, 
Which never, tiU this dgiyj bad made a due 
Impression on the heart. Take one example. 
Early from heaven it was revealed, and on 
Repeated in the world, from pulpits preached^ 
And penned and read in holy books, that Goa 
Retpeclied not the penonsofi 
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Hud thit been tnily credited and felt. 
The king, in purple robe, had owned, indeed, 
The beggar for his brother; pride of r^^nk 
And office thawed into paternal love ; 
Oppression feared the day of equal rights. 
Predicted; covetous extortion kept 
f n mind the hour of reckoning, soon to come ; 
And bribed injustice thought of being judged, 
When he should stand, on equal foot, beside 
The man he wronged, and surely — nay, 'lis tru^ 
Most true, beyond all whispering of doubt, 
That he, who lifted up the reeking scourge, 
Dripping with gore from the slave's back, before 
He struck again, had paused, and seriously 
Of that tribunal thought, where God himself 
Should look him in the face, and ask in wrath, 
'* Why didst thou this ? Man ! was he not thy 

brother 
Bone of thy bone, and flesh and blood ofiihine ?" 
But, ah ! this truth, by heaven and reason taught^ 
Woj never fully credited on earth. 
The titled, flattered, lolly men of power, 
Whose wealth bought verdicts of applause for 

deeds 
Of wickedness, could ne'er believe the time 
Should truly come when judgment should pro* 

ceed 
Impartially against them, and they, too, 
Have no good speaker at the Judge's ear, 
ho witnesses to bring them ofi'for gold, 
No powec to turn the sentence from its courto ; 
And they of low estate, who saw themselves, 
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Pay after day, despised, and ymrcxkged^ and moek« 

ed, 
Without redress, co6ld scarcely think the day, 
Should e'er arrive, when they, in troth, ahoold 

stand 
On perfect level with the potentates 
And princes o^the earth, and^have their cause 
Examined fairly, and th«ir rights allowed. 
But now this truth was felt, believed and felt. 
That men were really of a common stock. 
That no man ever had been more than man. 

Much prophecy — revealed by holy bards, 
Who sung the will of heaven by Judah'i 

stream— 
Much pi^ophecy, that waited long, the scoff 
Of lips uncircumcised, was then fulfilled ; 
To the last tittle scrupulously fulfiled. 
It was foretold by those of ancient days, 
A time should come when wickedness should 

weep, 
Abased ; when every lofty look ofman 
Should be bowed down, and all his haui^htiness 
Made low^ when righteousaess alone should lift 
The head m {dory, and rejoice at heart ; 
When many, first in splendour and renown. 
Should be most vile ; and many, lowest once. 
And last in poverty's obscurest nook, 
Highest and first in honour, should be seen. 
Exalted ; and when some, when all the good. 
Should rise to glory and eternal life ; 
'And all the bad, lamenting, wake, condemned 
To shame, contempt, and everlasting grief. 
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These prophecies had tarried long, so long 
That many wagged the head, and, taunting, asked, 
" When shall they come 1" but asked uo more, 

nor mocked : 
For the reproach of prophecy was wiped 
Away, and every word of God found true. 

And, oh ! what change of state, what change of 
rank, 
In that assembly every where was seen ! 
The humble*hearted laughed, the lofty mourned^ 
And every man, accosding^to his wor&s 
Wrought in^the body, there took character. 

Thus stood they mixed, all generations stood ! 
Of all mankind,.innumerable throng! 
Great harvest of the grave ! — waiting the will 
Of heaven, attentively and silent all, 
As forest spreading out beneath the calm 
Of evening skies, when even the single leaf 
Is heard distinctly rustle down and fall ; 
So silent they, when from above, the sound 
Of rapid wheels approached, and suddenly 
In heaven appeared a host of angels strong, 
With chariots and with steeds of burning fire; 
Cherub, and Seraph, Thrones, Dominions, Pow- 
ers, 
Brierht in celestial armour, dazzling, rode. 
And, leading in the front, illustrious shone 
Michael and Gabriel, servants long approved 
In high commission, — girt that day with power, 
Which nought created, man or devil, might 
Resist. Nor waited, gazing long ; but. quick 
Descendmgf aileatly and without song, 
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As Mrvantfl bent to do tb«r oIlLfltez'B work, 
To middle eir they raised the huDitn race. 
Above the path long travelled by the snn ; 
And as a shepherd from the sheep divides 
The goats; or husbandman, with reaping bandog 
In harvest, separates the precions wheat, 
Selected from the tares : so did they part 
Mankind, the good and bad, to right and left. 
To meet no more; these ne*er again to smile, 
Nor those to weep; these never more to share 
Society of mercy with the saints, 
Nor, henceforth, those to sufier with' the vile. 
Strange parting! not for hours, nor days, nor 

months, , 

Nor for ten thousand times ten thousand years ; 
But for a whole eternity !— tiiough fit, 
And pleasant to the righteous, yet to all 
Strange and most strangely felt! The aire, to 

right. 
Retiring, saw the son — sprung from his loins. 
Beloved how dearly once ! but who forgot. 
Too soon in sin's intoxicating cup, 
The lather's warnings and the mother'0 tears-* 
Fall to the lefl among the reprobate ; 
And sons, redeemed, beheld the fathers, whom' 
They loved and honqured once, gathered among 
The wicked. Brothers, sisters, kinsmen, friends ; 
Husband-and wife, who ate at the same board. 
And under the same roof, united dwelt, 
From youth to hoary age, bearing the chance 
And change of Time together, parted then 
For evermore. But none, whose friendship grow 
From virtue's pure and everlastiiig roo^ . 
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Took difierent roads ; these, knit in itnoter bonds 

Of amity, embracing saw no more 

Death, with his BcyUiCy stand by ; nor heard the 
word, ^ 

The bitter word, which closed all earthly friend- 
ships, ^ 

And finished every feast of love — Farewell. 

To all, strange parting ! to the wicked, sad 

And terrible ! New horror seized them, while 

They saw the saints withdrawing, and with them 

All hope of safety, all delay of wrath 

Beneath a crown of rosy light, — ^like that 
Which once, in Goshen, oa the flocks, and herd^ 
And dewllings, smiled, of Jacob, while the land 
Of Nile was dark ; or like the pillar bright 
Of sacred fire, that stood above the sons 
Of Israel, when they camped at midnight by 
The foot of Horeb, or the desert side 
Of Sinai ; — ^now, the righteous took tneir place, 
All took their place, who ever wished to go 
To heaven, for heaven's own sake. Not one 

remained 
Among the accarsed,,that e*er desired with all 
The heart to be redeemed, that ever sought 
Submissively to do the will of God, 
Howe'er it crossed his own ; or to escape 
Hell, fur aught other than its penal fires. 
All took their place^ rejoicing, and beheld 
In centre of the crown of golden beams 
That canopied them o'er, these gracious words, 
Blushing with tints of love: **Fcar not, my 

saints.'' 
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To other sight of horrible dismay, • 
Jehovah's ministers the nvicked drove, 
And left them bound immovable in chains 
Of Justice. O'er their heads a bowless cload 
Of indignation hung ! a cloud it was 
Of thick and utter darkness, i oiling, like 
An ocean, tides of livid, pitchy flame ; 
With thunders charged, and lightnings ruinoas. 
And red with forked vengeance, such as wounds 
The soul ; and full of angry shapes of wrath, 
And eddies whirling with tumultuous fire. 
And forms of terror raving to and fro, 
And monsters, unimagined heretofore 
By guilty ftien in dreams before their death, 
From horrid to more horrid changing still, 
In hideous movement through that stormy gulf: 
And evermore the Thunders, murmuring, spoke 
From out the darkness, uttering loud these words, 
"Which every guilty conscience echoed back : 
**Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not." 
Dread words I that barred excuse, and threw the 

weight 
Of every man's perdition, on himself. 
Directly home. Dread words I heard then, and 

heard 
For ever through the wastes of Erebus. 
**Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not !" 
These were the words which glowed upon the 

. sword. 
Whose wrath burned fearfully behind the cursed, 
As they were driven away from God to Tophet* 
**Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not !" - 
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These are the words to which the harps of i^ef 
Are strung ; and, to the chorus of the damned, 
The rocks of hell repeat them, evermore ; 
Loud echoed through the caverns ofdespair, 
And poured in thunder on the ear of Wo. 

Nor ruined men alone, beneath that oloud, 
Trembled. There, Satan and his legiona stood, 
Satan, the first and eldest sinner, — bound 
For judgment. He, by other name, held once 
Conspicuous rank in heaven among the sotis 
Of happiness, rejoicing, day and night. 
But pride, that was ashamed to bow to God, 
Most High, his bosom filled with hate, his face 
Made black with envy, and in his soul begot 
Thoughts guilty of rebellion 'gainst the throne 
Of the Eternal Father and the Son, — 
From everlasting built on righteousness. 

Ask not how pride, in one created pure, 
Could grow 'i or sin without example spring. 
Where holiness alone was sown : esteem't 
Enough, that he, as every being made 
By God, was made entirely holy, had 
The will of God before him set for law. 
And regulation of his life, and power 
To do as bid ; but was, meantime, left free. 
To prove his worth, his gratitude, his love ; 
How proved besides ? for how could service 

done. 
That might not else have been witheld, evince 
The will to serve, which, rather than the deed* 
God doth require, and virtue counts alone f 
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To stAud or fall, to do or leare andone, 
h reaaoD^s lof\y privilege, denied 
To all below, by instinct bound to fiite, 
Uumentioo;, alike, reward or blame. 

Thus free, the Devil chose to disobey 
The will of God, and was thrown out from 

heaven, 
And with him all his bad example stained : 
Yet not to utter punishment decreed, ^ 

But left to fill the measure of his sin. 
In teaipting and seducing^ man — too soon. 
Too easily seduced ! And, from the day 
lie first set foot on earth,— of rancour fall, 
And pride, and bate, and malice, and reyeiige,<— 
He set himself with most felonious aim 
And hellish perseverance, to root eat 
All g^ciod, and in its place to plant all ill ; 
To rub and raze, from all created things^ 
The fair and holy potraiture divine, 
And on them to enstamp bis features grim : 
To draw all creatures off from loyalty 
To their Creator, and to make them bow 
The knee tQ him. Nor failed of great s a o c ea^ 
As populous hell, this day, can testify. 
He held, indeed, large empire in the world. 
Contending proudly with the King of hearen* 
To him temples were built, and sacrifice 
Of costly blood upon his altars flowed ; 
And— what best pleased him, for in show he 

seemed 
Then likest God— whole nations, bowinj^, fell 
Before him, worshipping,, and iirom his bpt 
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EntreaUd oracles, which he, hy priests,^ 
For many Were bia priests in every age,— 
Answered, though gewing but at future things, 
And erring oft, yet still believed ; so well 
His ignorance, in ambiguous phrase, he v^ed. 

. Nor needs it wonder, that with man once 
fallen. 

His tempting should succeed. Large was his 

mind 
And understanding ; though impaired by sin, 
Still large ; and constant practice, day and night. 
In cunning, guile, and all hypocrisy, 
From age to age, gave him experience vast 
In sin*8 dark tacticp, such as boyish man. 
Unarmed by strength divine, could ill withstand. 
And well he knew his weaker side ; and still. 
His lures, with baits that pleased the smises, 

busked; ' 
To his impatient passions offering terms 
Of present joy, and bribing reason^s eye 
With earthly wealth, and honours near at hand. 
Nor failed to misadvise his future hope 
And faith, by false, unkerneled promises 
.Of heavens of sensual gluttony and love, 
That suited best their grosser appetites. 
Into the sinner*s heart, who lived secure, 
And feared him least, he entered at his will. 
But chief, he chose his residence in courts 
And conclaves, stirring princes up to acts 
Of blood and tyrranny ; and moving priests 
To barter truth, and swap the souls of men ' 
For lusty benefices, and address 
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Of lofty" soonding. Nor the saints elect. 
Who walked wiUi God, in virtue's path sablime, 
Did he not sometimes venture to molest ; 
Id dreams and moments of unguarded thought, 
Sugge^ng guilty doubts and tears, that Gcd 
Would disappoint' their hope ; and in their way 
Bestrewing pleasures, tongued so sweet, and so 
In holy garb arrayed, that many stooped, 
Believing them oi heavenly sort, and fell ; 
And to their high professions, brought disgrace 
And scandal ; to themselves, thereafter, long 
And bitter nights of sore repentance, vexed 
With sh'ame, unwonted sorrow, and remorse. 
And more they should have fallen, and moreiiavB 

wept, 
Had not theii* guardian angels, who, by God 
Commissioned, stood beside them in the hour 
Of danger, whether craft, or fierce attack, 
To Satan^s deepest skill opposing skill 
More deep, and to bis strongest arm, anTArm 
More strong, — ^upbome them in their hands^ and 
^ filled 

Their souls with all discernment, quick, to pierce 
His stratagems and fairest shows of sin. 

Now, like a roaring lion, up and down 
The worid, destroying, though unseen, he rag'd; 
And now, retiring back te Tartarus, 
Far back, beneath the thick of guiltiest dark. 
Where night ne'er heard of day, in council giim. 
He sat with ministers whose thoughts were 

damned. 
And there such plans devised, as, had not God 
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Checked and restrained, had added earth endve ' 
To heli, and uninhabited left heaven, 
Jehovah anadored. Nor unsevere, 
Even then, his punishment deserved. The Worm 
That never dies, coiled in his bosom, gnawed 
Perpetually ; sin afler sin brought pang 
Succeeding pang; and, now and then, the bolts 
Of Ziun's Kmg, vindictive, smote his soul 
With fiery wo to blast his proud designs; 
And gave him earnest of the wrath to come. 
And chie^ when, on the cross, Messiah said, 
'* |Tis finished," did the edge of vengeance smite 
Him through, and all his gloomy legions touch 
With new despair. But yet, to be the first 
In mischief, to have armies at his call, 
To hold dispute with God, in days of Time, 
His pride and malice fed, and bore him up 
Above the worst of ruin. Still, to plan 
And act great deeds, though wicked, brought at 

least 
The recompense which nature hath attached 
To all activity, and aim pursued 
With perseverance, good or bad ; for as, 
By nature's laws, immutable and just, 
Einjoyment stops where indolence begins ; 
And purposeless, to-morrow borrowing sloth, 
Itself, heaps on its shoulders loads of wo. 
Too heavy to be borne ; so industry — 
To meditate, to plan, resolve, perform. 
Which in itself is good — as surely brings 
Reward of good, no matter what be done : 
And such reward the devil had, as long 
As tho decrees eternal gave hiin space 
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To work. But now, all action ceased | hw hope 
Of doiog evil perished quite; his pride, 
^ His'courage, failed him; and benea.th that doad, 
Which hung its Central terrors o'er bis bead. 
With all his angels, he, for sentence, stood, 
And rolled his eyet around, that uttered guilt 
And wo, in horrible perfection joined. 
As he had been the chief and leader, long. 
Of the apostate crew that warred with (£>d 
And holiness ; so now, among the bad^ 
Lowest, and most forlorn, and trembling most, 
With all iniquity deformed and foul, 
With all perdition ruinous and dark. 
He stood,*^xample awful of the wrath 
Of God! sad mark, to which all sin must fall !— > 
And made, on every side, so black a hell, 
That spirits, used to night and misery. 
To distance ^rew, and looked another way ; 
And from their golden cloud, far ofl^ the saints 
Saw round him darkness grow more dark, and 

'heard 
The impatient thunderbolts, with deadliest crash 
And frequentest, break o'er his head,— the sign 
That Satan, there, the vilestsinner, stood. 

Ah me! what eyes were there beneath that 

cloud ! 
Eyes of despair, final and certain! eyes 
That looked, and looked, and saw, where'er they 

looked. 
Interminable darkness ! utter wo I 

. 'Twaa pitiful to see the early flower 
Nipped by the unfeeling froat, justwhen it rosi^ 
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Lovely in yoalh, and pat its beautiei on. 
Twas pitiful to see the hopes of all 
The year, the yellow harvest, made a heap, 
By rains of judgment ; or by torrents swept. 
With flocks and cattle, down the raging flood ; 
Or pattered by the winnowing 'winds, that bore, 
Upon their angry wings, the wrath of heaven. 
Sad was the field, where, yesterday, was heard 
The roar af war ; and sad the sight of maid, 
Of mother, widow, sister, daughter, wife. 
Stooping and weeping over senseless, cold, 
Defaced, and mangled lumps of breathless eertl^ 
Which had been husband^, fathers, brothers, bodi, 
And lovers, when that moming''s sun arose. 
'Twas sad to see the wonted seat of friend 
Removed by death ; and sad to visit scenes. 
When old, where, in the smiling morn of lifej 
Lived many, who both knew and loved us much. 
And they all gone, dead, or dispersed abroad ; ^ 
And stranger faces seen among their hills. 
'Twas sad to see the little orphan babe 
Weeping and sobbing on its mother's grave. ^ 
'Twas pitiful to see an old, forlorn, 
Decrepit, withered wretch, unhoused, unclad, 
Starving to death with poverty and cold. 
rTwas pitiful to see a blooming bride. 
That pcpmise gave of many a happy year, 
Touched by decay, turn pale, and waste, and d]A> 
'Twas pitiful to hear the murderous thrust 
Of rufiian's blade that sought the life entire. 
'Twas sad to hear the blood come gurgling forth 
From out tho throat of the wild soicide. 



J 
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Sad wat the sight of widowed, childlees Ag6 
Weeping. — I saw it once. Wrinkled with time* 
And hotry with the dust of ^ears, an old 
And worthy man came to his humble rooi^ 
Tottering and slow, and on the th^'eshold stood. 
No foot, no voice, was beard within. None came 
To meet him, where he oft had met a wife. 
And sons, and daughters, glad at his return; 
None came to meet him; for that day had seen 
The old man lay, within the narrow house, 
The last of all his- family ; and now 
He stood in solitude, in solitude 
Wide as the world j for all, that made to him 
Society, bad fled beyond its bounds. 
Wherever strayed his aimless eye, there lay 
The wreck of some fond hope tliat touched his 

soul 
With bitter thoughts, and told him all was passed. 
His lonely cQt was silent, and he looked 
As if he could not enter. Onhisstafi^ 
Bending, he leaned ; and from his weary eye, 
Distressing sight ! a single tear-drop wept. 
None followed, for the fount of tears was dry.. 
Alone and last, it fell from wrinkle down 
To wrinkle, till it lost itself, drunk by 
The withered cheek, on which a£[ain no smile 
Should come, or drop of tenderness be seen. • 
This sight was very pitiful ; but one 
Was sadder still, the saddest seen in Time : 
A, man, to-day, the glory of his kind, ^ 
In reason clear, in understanding large. 
In judgment sound, in fancy quick, in hopo 
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.Abundant, and in promise, like a field 

"Well cultured, and refreshed with dews from 

God ; 
To-morrow, chained, and raving mad, and whip- 
ped 
By servile hands ; sitting on dismal straw, 
And gnashing with his teeth against the chain, 
The iron chain, that bound him hand and foot ; 
And trying whiles to send his glaring eye 
Beyond the wide circumference of his wo • 
Pr, humbling more, more miserable still, 
Giving an idiot laugh that served to show 
The blasted scenery of his horrid face ; 
Calling the straw his sceptre, and the stone. 
On which he, pinioned, sat, his royal throne. 
Poor, poor, poor man ! fallen far below the brute I 
His reason strove in vain to find her way, 
liost in the stormy desert of his brain ; 
And, being active still, she wrought all strange, 
Fantastic, execrable, monstrous things. 

All these were sad, and thousands more, that 
sleep 
Forgotten beneath the funeral pall of Time; 
Andbards, as well became, bewailed them mucb| 
With doleful instruments of weeping song. 
But what were these? What might be worse had 
» ? in't. 

However small, some grains of happiness ; 
And man ne'er drank a cup of earthly sort, 
That might not held another drop of gall ; 
Or, in hu deepest sorrow, laid his head 
Upon a pillow, set so close with thorns 
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That might not held another j>rickle stUL 

Accordingly, the saddest human look 

Had hope m*t; faint, indeed^ but still Hwai hope^ 

But why excuse tlie misery of earth 7 

Say it was dismal, cold, and dark, and deep. 

Beyond the utterance of strongest words ; 

But say that none remembered ijt, who saw 

Tlia eye of beings damned for evermore, 

Boiling, and rolling, rolling still in vain. 

To find some ray, to see beyond the gulf 

Of an unavenued, fierce, fiery, hot. 

Interminable, dark Fpturity ! 

And rolling still, and rolling still in vam ! 

Thus stood the reprobate beneath the shade 
Of terror, and beneath the crown of love, 
The good ; and there was silence in the vault 
Of heaven; and as they stood and listened, tbey 

heard. 
Afar to left, among the utter dark, 
Hell rolling o'er his waves of burning fire, 
And thundering through his caverns, empty then, 
As if he preparation made, to act 
The final vengeance of the fiery Lamb. 
And there waa heard, coming from out the Fit^ 
The hollow wailing of Eternal Death, 
And horrid cry of the Undying Worm. 

The wicked paler turned, and scarce the good 
Their colour kept; but were not long dismayed. 
That moment, in the heavens, how woaavoai 

fair 
The angel of Mercy stood, and, on iiietMid 
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Taming his back, over the ransomed threw 
His bow, bedropped with imagery of love, 
And promiset on which their faith reclined. 
Throughout, deep, breathlesa silence reigned 

again; 
And on the circuit of the upper spheres, 
A glorious seraph stood, and cried aloud, 
That every ear of man and devil heard, 
** Him that is filthy, let be filthy still ; 
Him that is holy, let be holy still.'* 
And, suddenly, another squadron bright, 
Ofhigh arch-angel glory, stooping, brought ' 
A marvellous bow, — one base upon the Cross, 
The other on the shoulder of the bear, 
They placed, — from south to north, spanning the 

heavens. 
And on each hand dividing good and bad,-* 
Who read, on either side, these burning words. 
Which ran along the arch 'in living fire, 
And wanted not to be believed in full : 
''As ye have sown, so shall ye reap this day." 
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BOOK X. 



.AiTALTsif OF Book TL 

The author tuvokei God, for acceptance, and tba 
tance of the holy spirit ; that be may faithfaUy intar- 

Ktbe notes of the ancient Bard, '* the holy nam- 
*' which his spirit bears, and describes the Day of 
Judgment. 

Boddenlv Michael sounds the golden trumpet, and mil- 
lione, infinite, of the holy spirits gathered from heaven as 
well as from the far^est worlds around, and met at the 
Eternal throne, and m>m a radiant cloud, God declares 
the purpose of the assembly. He states the destiny of 
man is concluded, the day of Retribution, appointed 
from all eternity, is come, and the generations of earth 
collected to the place of judgment. 

The Father infinite, then addresses the Messiah, and aa- 
signes to him his coyenant, office of Judge. The Son, 
taking the book of remembrance, the seven last thunders, 
the crowns of life, and the Sword of Justice, ascends 
the living Chariot of God, attended by numliers infinity 
udves forward in gloiT, becomes visible to the eons of 
men,- and ascends the Throne, placed between the good 
and bad. 

In awful silence a mighty angel spread open the book of 
God's remembrance, and each one with sincere con- 
•eiance attests the record true. He arose to pronouncH' 
the ientance. No creatur* breathed, every sphere and 
ftar stood still and listened, and upon the wick^ first 
he issued the dread decree; and plunged the sword, 
which now he drew into the midst ; they sink into 
final misery, into utter darkness and irremedable wo> — 
The fire then consumed the earth. Lastly the righteoos 
receive the crowns, and a Joyous approval, and ascend 
to heaven with their Judge, singing gloiy to God and «> 
the Lamb. 
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God of my fathers ! holy, just, and good ! 
My God ! my Father ! my unfailinii Hope ! 
Jehovah ! let the incense of my praise, 
Accepted, bum before thy mercy seat, 
And m thy presence burn, both day and night. 
Maker! Preserver! my Redeemer! God! 
Whom have I in the heavens but Thee alone? 
On earth, but Thee, whom should I praise, whom 

love ? 
For Thou hast brought me hitherto, upheld 
By thy omnipotence ; and from thy grace, 
Unboughtj'^nmeritcd, though not unsought— 
The wells of thy salvation, have refreshed 
My spirit \ watering it, at mom and even ; 
And, by thy Spirit, which thou freely givest 
To whom thou wilt, hast led my venturous song^ 
Over the vale and mountain tract, the light 
And shade of man ; into the burning deep 
Descending now, and now circling &e moont, 
Where highest sits Divinity enthralled ; 
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RoUiiiff along the tide of fluent thonghty 

The tiae of moral, natunl, divine ; 

Gazing on paat and present, and again, 

On rapid pinion borne, outstripping Time, 

In lon^ ezctftsion, wandering through the grovea 

Unfading, and the endless avenues. 

That shade the landscape of Eternity; 

And talking there with holy angels met, 

And future men, in glorious vision seen ! 

I<for unrewarded have 1 watched at night, 

And heard the dropsy sound of neigh^riog sleep. 

New thought, new imagery, new scenes of hUsa 

And glory, unrehearsed by mortal tongue, 

Which, unrevealed, I, trembling, tum^ and left. 

Bursting at once upon my ravished eye,—- 

With joy unspeakable have filled my soul, 

And made my cup run over with delight: 

Though in my face the blasts of adverse winds, 

While boldly circumnavigating man. 

Winds seemmg adverse, though perhaps not flo^ 

Have beat severely; disregarded beat. 

When I, behind me, heard the voice of God, 

And his propitious Spirit say. Fear not ! 

God of my fathers! ever present God ! 
This oflerin^, more, inspire, sustain, accept; 
Highest, if numbers answer to the theme ; 
Best answering, if thy Spirit dictate most. 
Jehovah ! breirthe upon my soul • my heart 
Enlarge ; my faith increase ; increase mv hope; 
My thoughts exalt; my fancy sanctify, 
And all my passions, that I near thy throne 
Ma^ venture, unreproved ; and sing the day 
Which none unholy ought to name, tbo Day 



SHB contn w too. SO 

or judgMMiit ! giflotest day, pttMed or to come ! 
Day ! which,-^eny me what thou wilt, deny 
Me home, or fnend, or honorable name,— 
Thy mercy grant, jC thoroughly prepared. 
With comely earment of redeeming love, 
May meet, and have my Judge for Adyocate. 

Come, Gradous Influence, Breath of the Lord I 
And touch me trembling, as thou touched the man^ 
Greatly beloved, when he in vision saw. 
By Ulai's stream, the Ancient sit ; and talked 
With Gabriel, to his prayer swiftly sent. 
At evening sacrifice. Hold my right hand, 
Almighty! hear me, for I ask through Him, 
Whom thou bast heard, whom thou wilt alwayi 

bear. 
Thy Son, our interceding Great High Priest! 
Reveal the future, let the years to come 
Pass by, and open my ear to hear the harp 
The prophet harp, whose wisdom I repeat, , 
Interpreting the voice of distant song ; — 
Which thus again resumes the lofty verse, 
Loftiest, if I interpret faithfully 
The holy numbers which my spirit heanu 

' Thus came the day, the harp again began. 
The day that many thought should never come, 
That all the wicked wished should never come. 
That all the righteous bad expected long ; 
Day greatly feared, and yet too little feared. 
By him who feared it most ;^ay laughed at mock 
By the profane, the trembling day of all 
,Wbo laughed; day when all shadowipafMdiatt 
dnama; 
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When mbfltsaee, when reaUtj «oiniti«M64 4 

Last day <iif lying, final day of all 

Deceit, all knavery, all quaokisb phrase; 

End^r of all disputing, of aU miraa 

Ungodly, of all loud and boasting speech ; 

Jud^je ofall jodgmenta, Judge of every judge, 

Adj\i8ter ofall causes, rights and \vroDgs j 

Day oft appealed to, and appealed to oft 

By those who saw its dawn with saddest heart j 

Day moat magnificent in Fancy's range. 

Whence she returned, cohfoundedjtremblingapale^ 

With overmuch of glory faint and blind j 

Day most important held, prepared for most, 

By every rational, wise, and holy man j " 

l>ay of eternal gain, for worldly loss ; 

Day of eternal loss, for worldly gain j 

Great day of terror, vengeance, wo, despair; 

Revealer ofall secrets, tbougbls, desires; 

Rein-tryinc, heart-investigating day. 

That stooa- between Eternity and Time, 

Reviewed all past, determined all to come, 

And bound all destinies for evermore ; 

Believing day of unbelief; great day. 

That set' in proper light the affaire of earth, 

And justified the Government Divine; 

Great day 1 — ^what can we more % irhSX should 

we more ?-^ 
Great triumph day of God's incarnate Son! 
Great day of glory to the Almighty Grod 1 
Hay! whence the everlasting years begm 
Their date, new era in eternity, . 
And oft refeired to it 4he song of heaven 



sit 

stood, 
Tboae held ^j justice fast, and these by Ivr^ 
RendiDg the nery acutcheoiiry, that blraed 
On high» apoo the great celestial bow ; 
^ As ye have sown, >so shall ye reap this day>^ 
All rea^d, all understood, and 9U believed, 
Qoiay'mQod of judgment, righteousDessi ^a^ 



Meantime the universe throughout was s^ 
The cope, above and round about, w|is calm; 
And motionless, beneath them, lay the Eartl^ 
Silent and sad, as one that sentence waits, *■ 

^OT ftafirrant crime ; — when suddenly was hettrd/- 
Behina the azure vaulting of the sky, 
AbovJS, and far remote from reach of sight, ■ ^ 
The sound of trumpets, and the sound of erowds. 
And prancing steeds, and rapid chariot wheels^ - 
That from four quarters rolled, and seemed ik 
' haste. 

Assembling at some place of rendesvous; 
And so they seemed to roll, with furious sjpeedi 
As if none meant to be behind the first. 
Nor seemed alone : that day, the golden truHi^ 
^liose voice, from centre to circumference 
Of all created things, is beaid distmct, 
God had bid Michael sound, to auBunon.aU 
The hosts of bliss to presence oftheir Kiii|: ; 
And, all the morning, millions Infinite, 
That millions governed «ech, DomiimDs, powen, 
Thronec^ Principalities, with all their hocti^ 
Had foeenamving^ near the eapilal, ^ 
And royal city, New JemsaleBi, 
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FrMBiimTiii's Ninotest bomdik HoryatfinBi 

heaven 
Alone came they, that day. The. woridf aromid. 
Or neighbouring; nearest on the rerge of night» 
Emptied, sent forth dietr whole inlMtbitanti 
All tribes of being came, of every name, 
From every coast, filling Jehovah'k courfi* 
From mom till mid-day, in the sqaadroni pooted 
Immense, along the bright celestial roads* 
Swiftly they rode, for love unspeakable. 
To God, and to Messiah, Prince of Peace, 
Drew them, and made obedience haste to be 
Approved. And now, before the Eternal 

Throne,— 
Brighter, that day, than when the Son prepared 
^o overthrow the seraphim rebeUed,<^*^ 
And circling round the mount of Deity, 
Upon the sea of glass, all round about. 
And down the borders of the stream of life, 
And over all the plains of Paradise, < 

For many a league of heavenly measurement,^* 
Assembled, stockl the immortal multitttdei« 
Millions, above all number infinite. 
The nations of the blessed. Distinguished eacfay 
By chief of goodly stature blazing fiur i 
By various garb, and flag of various hue 
Streaming &rongh heaven from standard lifted 

- high-— N 

The arms and imagery of thousand worlds. 
DisUttgiiashed each, but all arrayed complete. 
In armour bright, of helmet, shield, ana iwoidj 
And mounted all in chariots of fire. 
A BuUtary throng, blent, not oonfusedi 



At toldini oaaooM aajr ofrrMd nmw» 
Baini&g in splendour of raTulgent gold. 
And 4>niament, on purpofc, long dtvkwd 
For thii expected daj. DistiDg^hed eacbf 
But all Mcoutred as became their Lord, 
And high occasion; ifll in holiness. 
The liFerj of the soldi&?y of God, 
Vested ; and sUning all with per^t bliss, 
The wages that his faithful seryanta win. 

« 

Thus stood.tbey numberless around the mount 
Of presence; and, adoring, waited, hushed 
in deepest silence for the roice of God 
That moment, all the Sacred Hill on hi|h 
Bdmed, terrible with glorj, and, behuod 
The uncreated lustre, hid the Lamb, 
Invisible ; when, from the radiant cloudy 
This voice, addressing all the hosts of heaven 
ProceediBd, not in words as we converse, 
Each with his fellow, but in language such 
As God doth use, imparting, without phrase 
Successive, what, in speech of creatures, seena 
Long narrative, thoush long, yet losing much 
In iiMble symbols of the thought Divine. 

My servants long approved, my fidthful sona, 
Angels of glory. Thrones, Dominions, Power^ . 
WSHk pleased, this morning, I have seen the speed 
Of your obedience, gathering round my throoei 
In order due, and well«becoming garb ; 
lUustrons, as I see\, beyond your wont, 
As was my wish, to glorify this day; 
And now, what your assembling m«enS| attand. 

This day concladM the deitiny of maa.' 



The bonis afpp«Jliiled*r«mMiewly, . 
To judgeAhe carfli, muigfcitewaiMM^M 
To end the war of Sin, that leng *»ja» AngMt 
Permitted, a^kut Uie •wondof i^iliiMa j. 
To gire to men and d««%i at tkeir wjorin, 
Recorded in my aHl^reiiMmbermgiook, 
I find ; good to the -gboO, and great fetrava 
Of evetkitkig honour, joy, andjpMce, 
Before my preeenee hofe 4br «Te«raoie 5 
Aj»} to the «yfl,a». their ms provoke, 
Eternal recompense of shame and wo, 
Cost buthejond the hounds oflightiknd love* 

Long Jiave i stood^ «» ye,>myiftona, well knoWi 
Between the ohenibim, and olwiohed my. anaa 
Of mercy out, inTJthig aU' to como 
To me, abd live.; royihomele kmu haife«aovea 
With ii^reat compassion ; and my justice fia«iea 
Transgreaekmby, end not imputed sin. 
Long hexe, «Mn my everliMsUBg tlinme, 
I have beheld my Jovf and mercy scornec^ 
HaveMeiA my laws despised, my name hlaephem- 

ed. 
My providence Rccu8e4j ^7 gracJoxw plans 
Opposed ; ^nd long, too long, have I beheld 
The wicked triwnph, afld my samts repraachea 
Maiiciou^, whVle on my aHare lie, 
Uhanswered still, their prayvnand th«r teail, 
That seek my oemiog, weariea wHh delay 
And long, IKfloyder in my moral reign 
Has walked rebeMioosIy, distuihed the p 
Of my eternal government, and wravf bt 
Conmsion, spreading ftr aadwide, among 
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ReleMed. Not loxkg ahall gioaiu Hn hot^df 

« ffrace 

The final hour of gracd, w Mty passed ; 
The time accepted for repentance^ Autfa^ 
And pardon, is irrevocably passed $ 
And Justice, unaocompanied, as wont^ 
With Mercy, now goes forth to aiire to all 
A4M»rdiog to their deeds* Justice alone,-^ 
For why should Mercy any more be joined ? 
Wha^hath not mercy, mixed with judgment'dbiie^ 
That mercy, mixed with judgment and lepioof. 
Could do 1 Did I not revelation make. 
Plainly and clearly, of my will entire ? 
Before them set my holy law, and gare 
Them knowledge, wisdom, prowess to obey. 
And win, by self-wrought works, eternal li& 7 
Bebelled, did I not send them terms of peajbe, 
Which, not my justice, but my mercy asked? 
Terms, costly to my weU-beloYcd Son ; 
To them, gratuitous, exacting faith 
Alone for pardon, workg evincing faith ? 
Have I not early risen, and sent my seen^ 
Prophets, apostles^ teachers, ministers^ 
With signs and wonders, working in ray name'? 
Hare I not still, from age to age, raised np 
As I saw needful, great, religious men^ 
Gfifted by me with large capacity, 
And by my aim omnipotent upheld,. 
To pour the numbers of my mercy foitby 
And roll my judgments on the ear of man 1 
And lastly^ when the pronusedhour was eome, . 
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Wbttt mora ocmU most abimduit mercy do?— • 
]>id I not send Immaiiael fertli, my Son. 
Only begotten, to purchase, by his blooa, 
As many as believed upon bis name? 
Did he notice to give repentance, such 
As I accept, and pardon of all sins ? 
Has he not taught, beseeched, and shed abroad 
The Spirit unconfined, and given at times 
Ejoimple fieice of wmth and judgment, poured 
y indicUvely on nations ^ty long ? 
What means of refbnnation, that m^ Son 
Has left behind, untried ? what plainer words^ 
What arguments more strong, as yet remain ? 
Pid he not tell them, with his lips of truth, 
The righteous should be saved, the wicked dam- 
ned? 
And has he not. awake both day and nigh^ 
Here interceded with prevailing voice. 
At my right band, pleading his precious blood 
Which magnified my holy law, and bought. 
For all who wished, perpetual righteousness? 
And have ttotyou, my faithful servants, all 
Been fisBqnent forth, obedient to my wiU, 
With messages of mercy and of love, 
Administeiing my gifts to sinful man ? 
And have not all my mercy, all my love. 
Been lealed fAd stamped with rignatnre of 

heaven ? 
By proof of wonders, miracles, and signs 
Attestedj and attested more by truth 
Divine, mherent in the tidings sent f 
This day declares the consequence of alL 
Sotte hare believed, axe sanctifiedt and MTfd» 
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Prepared for dweHingf in this holy place, 
b these their mansioiis, built before my ikee ; < 
And now, beneath a crown of golden light,- 
Beyond our wb1I| at place of jadgment, they. 
Expecting, wait the promised, due reward. 
The others stand with Satan bound in chains, 
The others, who refused to be redeemed : 
They stand, unaanctified, unpardoned, sad, 
Waiting the sentence that shall fix their wo« 
The others, who refused to be redeemed ; 
For all had grace sufficient to believej 
All who my gospel heard ; and none, who heard 
It not, shall by its law, this day, be tried. ' 
Necessity of sinning, my decrees 
Imposed on none ; but rather, all inclined 
To holiness; and grace was bountiful. 
Abundant, overflowing with my word ; 
My word of life and peace, which to all men. 
Who shall or stand or fiill, by law rerealed. 
Was offered freely, as 'twas freely sent. 
Without all money, and without all price. 
Thus they have all, by willing act, despised 
Me, and my Son, and sanctifying Spirit. 
Bat now, no longer shall they mock or sconr, - 
The day of grace and mercy is complete, 
And Godhead from their misery absdlTed. 

So sajring. He, the Father infinite. 
Turning, addressed Messiah, where he sat, 
Exalted gloriodsly, at his right hand. 
This day belongs to justice and to thee, . 
Eternal Son, thy right for service done , 
Aboaduitly fulMing all my win ; 
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By promise timM, from all eUraity, 

Made ia the aacieiit CoYenaot of Grace ; 

And thine, as meet befitting, since in thee 

Divine and human meet, impartial Jadge, 

Consulting thus the interest of both. 

Go then, my Son, divine similitude^ 

Image express of Deity unseen, 

The book of my remembrance take ; and take 

The golden crowns of life, due to the saints ; 

And take the seven last thunders ruinous ; 

Thy-armour take ; gird on thy sword, thy aword 

Of justice ultimate, reserved, till now, 

Unsheathed, in the eternal armoury ; 

And mount the living chanot of God. 

Thou i^oest not now, as once, to Calvary^ 

To* be msulted, buffeted, and slain ; 

Thou goeat not now, with battle and the voice 

Of war, as once against the rebel hosts. 

Thou goest a Judge, and 6ndst the gculty bound ; 

Thou goest to prove, condemn, acquit, reward. 

Mot unaccompanied ; all these, my saints. 

Go with thee, glorious retinue, to sing 

Thy triumph, and participate thy joy } 

And I, the Omnipresent, with thee go ; 

And with thee all the glory of my throne. 

^ Thus said the Father ; and the Son beloved^ 
Omnipotent, OmnisGieDt^ Fellow God, 
Arose, resplendent with Divinity; 
And He the book of Grod's remembrance toek$ 
And took the seven last thunders ruinous ; 
And took th» crowns of life^ due to the mial^ 
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Of justice ultimate, reserved, till now, 
Unsheathed, in the eternal armoury ; 
And up the living chariot of God 
Ascended, signifying all complete. 

And now the Trump, of wondrous melody. 
By man oi angel never heard before ; 
Sounded with thunder, and the march began. 
Net swift, as cavalcade^ on battle bent, 
But, as became procession of a judge. 
Solemn, magnificent, majestic, slow ; 
Moving sublime with glory in£mte, 
And numbers infinite, and awful song, 
They passed the gate of heaven, whiich, many • 

league. 
Opened either way, to let the glory Ibrth 
Of this great march. And now, the sons of men 
Beheld their coming, which, before, they heard ; 
Beheld the glorious countenance of God ! 
All Kgbt was swallowed up, all objects seen 
Faded ; and the Incarnate, visible 
Alone, held every eye upon him-fixed ; 
The wicked saw his majesty severe ; 
And those who pierced Him saw his [face witl 

doods 
Of glery circled round, essential bright 1 
And to the rocks and mountains called in vain,- 
^ hide them from the fierceness of his wrath: 
Almighty power their flight restrained, and held 
Them bound immovable before the bar 

Thff risbieoiM, iiad|sm»y#d and ^bold-*bwl 
proof. 
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Thii dty, of fortitude tiooere,— «utaiiMd 
By inward ftdth, with acclamaticDS load, 
Raceived the ooming of the Son of Man ; 
And, drawn, by lore, inclined to his approacb| 
Moying^ to meet the brightness of his fiioe. 

Meantime, 'tween good and bad, the Judge bi« 
wheels 
Stayed, and, ascending, sat tipon the great 
Wlute Throne, that morning fomidM tiiere Jby^ 

power 
Omnipotent^ and built on righteousness 
And trath. Behind, before, on ever^ sides 
In native and reflected blaze of bright. 
Celestial eqaipage, the myriads 8too<l, 
That with his marching came ; rank abore mok^ 
^ank above rank, wit)& shield and flaming sword* 

*Twas silence all ! and quickf op right apd le^ 
A mighty angel spread thsubook of Qod^ 
Remembrance ; and, with coqscience now siaoerc^ 
All men compared the record, written there 
By finger qf Omnisdepoe ; fiqid received 
Their sentence, in themselves, of joy or wo; 
Croodemiied or ja8t|fiod, while yet Ihe /ttdge 
Waited, as if to let them prove themsetves. 
The ri|;htepas, in the book of life displnyed, 
R^oiem^t read their pames | rejoieipg, rei4 
Their laith for righteQiittness feoeived, and dsidi 
Of holiness, as proof of faith OQipplete. 
Tae wicked, in the bpok of endless death, 
Spread out to left, bewailing, read their nameii} 
And read^baoeath them, Unbelii^ and fruit 
Of Wbetiei} Ttte, wiitopeqted d^eds^ 
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How unrvpeiitable ibr evermore ; 
And gave approval of the veo affixed. 

This done, the Omnipotent, Omniseie&t Judge^ 
Roie infinite, the sentence to pronounoOt 
The sentence of eternal wo or bliss ! 
All glory heretofore seen or conceivedy 
All majesty, annihilated, dropped. 
That moment, from remembrance, and wis lost | 
And«ilenoe, jieepest hitherto esteemed. 
Seemed noisy to the stillness of thi^ hour. 
Comparisons I seek not, nor should find. 
If sought. That silence, which all being held, 
When God's Almighty Son 'from ofi'the walls 
Of heaven the rebel angels threw, accursed^ 
So still, that all creation heard their fidl 
Distinctly, in the lake of burnins: fire, — 
Was now forgotten, and every silence else 
All being rational, created then. 
Around the judgment seat, intensly listened. 
No creature breathed. Man, angel, devil, stood 
And listened ; the spheres stood still, and every 

star 
Stood still, and listened ; and every partidei' 
Remotest in the womb of matter, stood, ^ 
Bending to hear, devotional and still. 
And thus upon the wicked, first, the Judgo 
Pronounced the sentence, written before of old ; 
"'Depart from me, ye cursed, into the fire. 
Prepared eternal in the gulf of Hell, 
Where ye shall weep and wail for evermore, 
Rei^piiig the harvest which your Mp* bf^YOyomu'* 



80 nyiDg, God g;r«w dark with utter wir%ft s 
And, drawiqg oomr tl»e Bword, undrawn befoMy 
Which throdgh the range of infinite, all aroiind^ 
A gleam of fiery indigDation threw, 
He lifted up his hand omnipotent, 
And down among the damned the burnii^ edgtt 
Plunged ; and from forth his arrowy ^uirer sent^ 
Emptied, the seven last thunders minoufl, 
"Wiuch, entering, withered all their soids with 

fire. 
Then first was vengeance, first was ruin seen ! 
Red, unrestrained, vindictive, final, fierce ! 
They, howling, fled to west among the dark 2 
But fled not these the terrors of the Lord. 
Pursued, and driven beyond the Gulf, ^diieh 

frowns 
Impassable, between the good add bad. 
And downward far remote to left, oppressed 
And scorched with the avenging fireSf'begon 
Burning within them, — ^they upon the verge 
Of Erebus, a moment, pausing stood. 
And saw, below, the unfathomable lake. 
Tossing with tides of dark, tempestuous wrath ; 
And would have looked behind; but greater 

wrath, 
Behind, forbade, which now to respite gUTS 
To final misery. God, in the grasp 
Of his Almighty strength, took them upraised^ 
And threw them down, into the yawnuig- pit 
<^ Of bottomless perdition, ruined, damned. 
East bound in chains of darkness eveimore ; 
And Second Peath, and the Undying Worm, 
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Opening their horrid jaws, with hidcocii yoU, 

Falling^, received their everlasting P^^J* 

A groan returned, as down they sunk, and niijki 

And ever sunk, among the utter dark I 

A groan returned I the righteous heard the groui| 

The groan of all the reprobate, when first 

They felt damnation sure ! and heard Hell dofle ^ 

And heard Jehovah, and his love retire ! 

A groan returned ! the righteous heard the groan, 

As if all misery, all sorrow, grief. 

All pain, aU anguish, all despair, which' all 

Have suiSered, or shall feel, from first to last^ 

Eternity, had gathered to one pang, 

Andissued in one groan of boundless wo ! 

' And now the wall of hell, the outer wall, 
First gateless then, closed round them; that 

which thou 
Hast seen, of fiery adamant, emblazed 
WiUi hideous imagery, above all hope, 
Above all flight of fancy, burning high. 
And guarded evermore, by Justice, turned 
To Wrath, that hears, unmoved, the endless grota 
Of those wasting within; and sees, unmoved, 
The endless tear of vain repentance fall. 

Nor ask if these shall ever b)e redeemed. 
They never shall ! Not God, but their own sin, 
Condemns them. What bould be done, as thoa 

hast heard. 
Has been already done ; all has been tried, 
That wisdom infinite, and boundless grace, 
Wotking together, could devise; and all 

f8 
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Bm fiuled. Why now succeed? Though God 

■hoold etoop, 
Inviting still, and send his Only Son 
To ofier grace in hell, the pride, that first 
Refused, would still refuse ; the unbelief, 
Still unbelieving, would deride and mock ; 
Nay more, refuse j deride, and mock; for sin. 
Increasing still, and growing, day and night, 
Into the essence of the soul, become 
All nn, makes what in time seemed probable,— 
Seemed probable, since God invited then, — 
For ever now impossible. Thus they. 
According to the eternal laws which bind 
All creatures, bind the Uncreated One, 
Though we name not the sentence of the Judges- 
Must daily grow in sin and punishment. 
Made by themselves their necessary lo^ 
Undiangec^le to all eternity 

What lot ! what choice 1 1 sing not, cannot sing 
Here, highest seraphs tremble on the lyre. 
And make a sudden pause ! — but thou hast seen. 
And here, the bard, a moment, held his band, 
As one who saw more of that horrid wo 
Than words could utter ; and again reswned. 

Nor yet had vei^eance done. The gmlty £arth, 
Inanimate, debased, and stained by sin. 
Seat of rebellion, of corruption, long, 
And tainted with mortality throughout, — 
God sentenced next ; and sent \he final fires 
Of rain forth, to bum and to destroy. 
The saints its burning saw, and thou mayst i 
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tiook yonder, round the lofty golden waila ' 
And ISeries ofNew Jerusalem, 
Among the imagery of wonders passed ; - 
Look near the southern gate ; look, and behold-* 
On spacious canyass, touched with living hues** 
The Conflagration of the ancient earth. 
The handiwork of high archangel, drawn 
From memory of what he saw, that di^y. 
See ! how the mountaiDS, bow the Valleys bum \ 
The Andes barn, the Alps, the Appenines^ 
Taurus and AtlauBi ; all the islands burn ; 
The Ocean bmns, and rolh his waves of flame. 
See how the lightnings, barbed, red with wrath| 
Sent fiom Ihe quiver of Omnipotence, 
Cross and recross the fier^ gloom, and burn 
Into the centre !'^-bum without, within. 
And help the native flres, which God awokOi 
And kindled with the furjr of his wrath. 
As inly troubled, now she seems to shake ; 
The flames, dividing, now a moment, fall ; 
And now, in one conglomerated mass. 
Rising, they glow on high, prodi^ous blaze ! 
Then &U ana sink again, as if, within, 
The fuel, burned to ashes, was consumed. 
So burned the earth upon that dreadful day. 
Yet not to fiiU annihilation burned. 
The essential particles of dust remained^ 
Purged by the flnal, sanctifying fires, 
From all corruption ; from all stain of sid| 
Done there by man or devilf'purified. 
The essential particles remained, of which 
Qodbvilttbe world again, renewed, improved| 
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With fettUe yule, and wood of fertile beugjii ; 
And streams of mAk and honey, flowing eoa^^ 
And mountains cinctured with pefpetuai green ; 
In cHrae and season fruitful, as at nist, 
When Adam woke, unfallen, in Paradise. 
And God, from out the fount of native light, 
A handfu] took of beams, and clad the sun 
Again in glor/ ; and sent forth the xttoon 
To borrow thence her wonted ravs, and lead 
Her Btanl^ the vir/^in daughters of tiie sky. 
And God revived the winds, revived the tides ; 
And touching her from his Almighty hand, 
With force centrifugal, she onward ran, 
Coursing her wonted path, to stop no more. 
Delightful scene of new inhabitants I 
As thou, this mom, in passing hither, saw'sL 

Thus done, the glorious Judge, turaing to ^ghi. 
With couotenaace of love unspeakable. 
Beheld the righteous, and approved them thus : 
*' Ye blessed of my Father, come, ye jus^ 
Enter the joy eternal of your Loid ;^ 
Receive your crowns, ascend, and sit with me. 
At God's right hand, in glory everinore !". 

Thus said the Omnipotent, Incarnate Ged| 
And waited not the homage of the crowns, 
Aheady thrown before him ; nor the loud 
Amen of universal, holy praise ; 
But turned the living chariot of fire, 
And swifternow,— as joyful to declare 
This day*B proceedings in his Father's r 
And to present the number tf his mop 



Before ihe Thfbne,-*-«8cended up to hearen. 
And all faie saints, and all his angd bands, 
As, glorious, they on high ascended, sung 
Glory^ to God and to the Lamb ! — they sung • 
Messiah, fairer than the sons of men. 
And altogether lovely, Grace is poured 
Into thy hps, above all measure poured ; 
And therefore God hath blessed thee evermore 
Gird, gird thy sivord upon thy thigh, thou 
Most Mighty ! with thy glory ride ; with all 
Thy majesty, ride prosperously, because 
or meekness^ truth, and righteousness; Xhy 

throne, 
O God, for ever and for ever stands ; 
The sceptre of thy kingdom still is right ; 
Therefore hath God, thy God, annointed thee 
With oil of gladness and perfumes of myrrh. 
Out of the ivory palaces, above 
Thy fellows, erowned the Prince of endless peace 1 

Thus sung they God, their Saviour : and thein- 
selves 
Prepared complete to enter now, vrith Christ, 
Their living Head, into the Holy Plaoe. 
Behold I the daughter of the King, the bride, 
An glorious within, the bride adorned. 
Comely in broidery ef gold ! behold, , 

She comes, apparelled royally, in robes 
Of perfect righteousness, Cair as the sun^ 
With all her virgins, her companions fair,— 
Into the Palace of the King she comes, 
She oomes to dweU for evermore 2 Awake, 
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Ktenul harps 1 awake, awake, and aiiig !— 
The Lofd, thtt Lord, our God Almighty, reigoa 1 

' Thus the Messiah, with the hosts of bliss, 
Entered the gates of heaven, unquestioned now. 
Which closed behind tlic'U) to go out no more; 
Aod stood, accepted in his Fatbei^s sight j 
Before the glorious everlasting Throne, 
Presenting all his saints ; not one was lost. 
Of all that he in Covenant received ; 
And, having given the kingdom up, he 8at| 
Where now he sits and reifitts, on the right hftad 
Of glory ; and our God is ul in all ! 

Thus have I sung beyond thy first reqoesti 
RoHing my numbers o'er the track of maui 
The world at dawn at mid-day and decline ; 
Tune gone, th^ righteoua saved, the wicked dam* 

ned, V 

And God's eternal government approved* 
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MEMOIR 



The subject of this memoif, the llev. Roberl 
Pollock, was a native of Muirhouse, in the parish 
of Eaglcsham, situated about eleven miles south* 
eAst from the city of Glasgow, and was bom on 
the 19th October 1796. Of his father, who waft 
a very worthy and intelligent man, and good faf* 
mer, he was the youngest son{ arid Uie days ot 
his early life were devoted to such pursmts and 
avocations, as suited his fathei^s interests and in^^ 
dinations. The children of that class of peo|>la 
to which he properly belonged, seldom partici* 
patod the advantages of an extensive educatiod| 
and his was conse<iuently in the same ratio as 
theirs, adapted to his conditioii hi life. £coQom* 
ical or time and anxious for instruction, instead of 
prodigally expending his evening hours in useUsft 
and childish amusements, he appropriated them 
to the readme and study of such books, as impar* 
ted at once pleasure and information: thus rell* 
dering *<the stuff that life is made of*' subservient 
to his advancement in knowledge* Before he at* 
taitJ6d fikttwa yearsof age, trhethet AttbA iti» 
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■teaeeof hii&Uier or of hii own ehoioi^ !■ not 
Imowu, he was sent, to aoquiie the tnae of a 
outright, in the Tillage of riiglwiham, and oom- 
mencedtbatbnaineflaaooordingly: but owing to 
the advice of his elder brother, woo waa on^ged 
in the preparatoiy studies for Uie miniatiy, he wa« 
induced to relinquish hia mechanical employ<- 
ment, and enter upon thoee incipient echoiaatie 
ekeraaes, neeeamy for one, whoae object was 
the clerical office^ Thia new unpnlae fft^n to 
his inclinations and feelings, by nia brother, n- 
ceived the sanction of his parents^ and in the year 
1813. he beg[an the study of the Latin Grammar, 
at a school situated in the parish of FenwidL— 
where he made rapid improvement. 

In the month of October 1816 lus progress in 
learning was so considerable^ that he received ad- 
mission into the university of Glaigow, wbm«a& 
ter five years of close application to the studies in- 
cidentto that instltution| the degree of Master of 
Arts was confered upon him at m age of twenty 
two. 

His devotion to his studies^ and his zeal for pro- 
ficiency in them, justly received the approbation 
of his literary guardians, and produced him sev- 
eral prize honours, which his fellow students 
cheermll^ awarded him. Buthisdailjr ofibria«b 
made with so much seal and assiduitv fai m 
temple of learning, considerably reduoea the tons 
and vi^or of his health ; and although nnconcioiis 
4tf the injurious efiect of too much applicatioo« 
ye^ H was evident be was prspaxiag, at 00 nmols 
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peood, to become a martyr to the etadies he pur- 
8ood with such untiring indnstry. 

Some time in the autumn of 1882, he entered 
the seminary of the United Sesrions Church, as a 
student of Tbeok>gy,under the direction of the Rey* 
Dr.' Dick of GUiagow. During this time he was 
also a constant attendant, on the lectures of Dr« 
Macpill on Theology, in the Uiiiversity. In con- 
formity with the rules and regulations of Divini^ 
Hall, he composed a number of discourses, which 
excited considerable interest, and for want of that 
attentbn to the rigid rules of sermonizing, which 
the learned in divinity so much insist upon ; be* 
came the subject of criticism of the severest kindy 
among some of those of his fellows, who were, 
peihaps, more uniform, and less gifted than him- 
self. Indeed it was not in the nature of a mind, 
lit up with the fires of genius, as his was, to bend 
to the authority of rules, for the arrangement and 
division of his subjects, which are so essential for 
the regulation of the thoughts, and the govern- 
ment of the memory of persons of more ordinary 
capacities. Tet these rules and arrangements are 
often valuable auxiliaries to a preacher, and render 
more methodical, as well as more easy of appre 
hension to^is hearers, the several positions he 
assumes, and the several arguments he advances. 

Be this as it may, after the accustomed period 
of five sessions attendance at the Hall, he obtain- 
ed licence to preach, simultaneously' with hie' 
brother, m the month of May 1837, which was 
l^anted by the United Associate Presbytery of 
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ted ^rtln0. But the expectations of his ftielfed» 
were disappointed. He letuined, and it was en* 
denty ti^t disease was quickly hastening him to 
tha grave*" 

The unequivocal testimonials of esteem and 
wtpect which were exhibited for his person, char- 
aeter, and talents, are best illustrated by the ten- 
der and endearing treatment, and the affection- 
ate kindnesses which were lavished upon him. 
** During Mr. FoUok's residence at Slateford, he 
copeiienced the utmost kindness and attentMm 
firam a gentleman of the most distinguished re- 
putation in the metropolis. Dr. Abercromby. This 
EDtleman frequently visited him, and tendered 
I medical advice with his friendly conversatiott. 
Blany others in the metropolis, both laity and 
clergy of various denominations, also evinced thoir 
respect for him by their solicitations. Among 
the former, the Kight Hon. Sir John Sinclair, 
who at a public dinner, expressed his opinion of 
*Thb Course of Time;' and the family of Dt, 
Monroof the University of Edinburgh, ought not 
to he forgotten." "His friends and feUow-studeats 
in Edinburgh also frequently visited him, and 
cheered him by their conversations on former 
dam." '<0f the kindness of Dr. Belfrage, Mr. 
Pottok always spoke with the most grateful eo*- 
thusiasm. During his residence at Slatefotd, 
that gentleman acted towards him as a father and 
ar friend. Every thing which was thought condi^ 
cive to his comlbrt was at his command." 
# These tributary ofierings of friendship and af* 
faction were however of no avail $ his disease sttU 
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load« on his confltitiition, and his public ministn* 
tions were soon to end forever." The wesrinMi 
and prostration of strength, theo£ipringof this first 
and bold exertion were so excessive, that after 
Isav jng tlie church, he was compelled to confine 
hims eS'to his bed, and notwithstanding his sub- 
sequent partial restoration, he was only able to 
preach three sermons afterwards; the spirit which 
animated him not possessing power sufficient to 
resist the weakness of the body. 

Consumption, that sly and deceitful destroyet^ 
which flatters but to kiU, had fastened on his vi- 
tals, and with its slow but silent tooth was feeding 
on his constitution. Yet he did not know the 
extent of his danger. However, "In the summer 
he removed from Edinburgh to Slateford, a most 
romantic village in the parish of St Cuthbert's^ 
delightfully situated on the rivulet called the 
Water of Leith, about three miles from the city* 
There, in the family of the Rev, Dr. Belfrage 
minister of the United Congregation of Slateford^ 
he was received with the utmost aflection and re- 
spect. The salubrity of the air, and particular at* 
tention to diet, it was fondly anticij>ated, would 
restore him to vigor, especially as ne had youth 
and the advantage of the season in his favor. The 
well known medical reputation of Dr. BelfragOi 
was fortunate for him in this delightful retire 
ment. Finding, however, that his health wfs not 
returning, he was during the summer, induced to 
take an easy tour to Aberdeen, in the hope that 
eiuipge of air and scene might recruit his exhane* 
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Sdintyurgh, and he commenced the work of thfl 
tninktiy accordingly. 

About the period of hiB licenmre, the poenii 
which had employed much of his time, and en- 
groeeed much of his attention, for two antecedent 
yeilr& was issued from the press, and given to the 
worio. It was a work worthy of its author, and 
was properly appreciated by the public 

At Rose-Street Chapel Edinburgh, of which 
the Rev. John Brown was minister, he preached 
his first public discourse, on the afternoon of 
Thursday the third of May, a day set apart for 
humiliation and prayer, preparatory to the admin- 
istration of the sacrament of the supper. He took 
Itts text in 1st. Kings xviii. Chap. 21 verse, "How 
long halt ye between two opinions ? If the Lord 
be God follow him, but if Baal, then follow him." 
. This first public efibrt appears, from the testimo- 
ny of others, to have been abundantly succeeeful. 
In one part of the sermon, he rose into an awful 
flublimity, which carried a complete and lasting 
conviction to his hearers, of the saperiority of his 
talents and eloquence. The London Memoir 
speaking of this sermon says, ''Many, we doubt 
not, who heard him that day, will recollect the 
protbund and eloquent discourse which he deliver^ 
ed, in which there was a brilliant display of poet- 
ical imagery, combined with metaphysical acute- 
ness, and admirable reasoning j and many we 
doubt not will recollect hts feeble appearance, and 
the exhaustion which was apparent ere he dos- 
"ed. Alas ! disease was then makmg rapid in* 
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crathiMd aod wail ripening for a fatal tenmna* 
tion* ''Tike aummer oastened on, and Mr. Pol« 
lok was itHi the subject of disease. It was now 
tlioa||bt necessary that a change of climate should 
be tned, and it was anticipated that the salubrious 
air of Italy might restore nim to health. The city 
of Pisa, in the Orand 0uchy of Tuscany, was the 
place selected for his residence. To a mind like 
^lufl, deeply stored with classical learning, and ca- 

Cble of appreciating the scenes of that delight- 
l country, such a residence roust have posses- 
•ed the highest interest" The fixed determina- 
tion to visit the classic soil of Italy was attempted 
to be carried into efiect, as soon as those prelimin- 
ary arrangements, necessary for his comfort oa 
the Journey were executed, and letters recom- 
mending him to the favorable notice and attention 
ef individuals, celebrated for their learning on the 
ciontinent, were procured. Accompanied by his 
lieter hf eet out from Scotland, in August, on his 
journey. 

'* He proceeded by sea to England, and went 
6mt to Plymouth ; but the state of his health ren- 
dered it impossible for him to go forward, and on- 
ly the hope remained that if spared till the next 
■mnmer, ne would perhaps be enabled to complete 
his journey. He tnerefore took up his residence 
near Southampton, at Devonshire Place, Shirley 
CkmuikOD.^ 

This was the UUima Tkule of his joumeyings. 
It was soon apparent that his disease was tOQ 
cUepiy planted to be removed: and hope, the last 
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eHbrt of th^ mind ia noknem, was now dstiM* 
Under tli0 convic^on that/ he could not recoyer, 
be wrote to his brother in Scotland touching hi« 
condition^ which he coneidered hopeless, andstav 
ted to his sister, who was with him, that htt 
should have remained at home, had he heen able 
to realise the rapidly destructive nature of his dxt« 
ease. 

After a few a0ictivtf days of lingering pain, pre* 
mbnitoiy of his hastening dissolution, he died on 
the 18th of September 1827. His mortal remains 
were, soon after decently interred ;' his brothef 
not arriving until after his burial. He died in the 
full persuasion of the truths of the christian sys- 
tem, which he had essayed to preach ; and waa 
fdieered in his last moments by a calmness and 
tranquility of mind, arising from his 6rm and un» 
fhaken faith in the religion he professed, and ai» 
unwavering confidence m the glories of that pro^ 
mised redemption, which he had delineate with 
inch pathos, eloquence, and power. 

lie Te\\ a mactyr to his too great avidi^ foT 
knowledge, and hif) books were literally his ex- 
ecutioners. 

It may perhaps be no easy task to portray, in 
words sufficiently brilliant, me character of him, 
who bursting from the bondage of obscurity, by 
his own superior powers of talent and intdlect^ 
began, in so short a career, to exhibit the unfoU 
dings of a brilliancy, and gloiy of greatness, that 
frme in her immortal archives will delight to pre- 
ifn^ «nd cofomen^orate, Shorn of hie a^ti^pe* 
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tedhoDors, as he was, by the ruthless h^nd of 
death, what he WgAi Aave been, had he survived, 
19 only to be conceived from the fact of what he 

^'' His friends, public and private, can bear tes* 
timony to his manv virtues. His excellence lay 
not in ostentation, but in the quiet and unobtru- 
sive feelings of the heart. His disposition Was 
generous, his heart, feeling; and benevolent ; and 
he loved his friends with that aff(gction, which i^ 
cherished only by a noble mind." ^* In his inter- 
course with his friends and familiar acquaint- 
ance, he was cheerful and light-hearted ; and 
this disposition he retained till disease had alto- 
gether disorganized his nervous system. But 
Uke most men of studious habits, he wore an air 
of distance and reserve, when in the company of 
strangers." ^^ His religion was that of the heart ; ^ 
be was pious, devout, humble, (fee from the con- 
ceits of a fancied perfection, and the impulses of 
a heated enthusiasm. His mind was cast in too 
noble a mould to be impressed by the petty dis- 
tinctions and animosities of sectarian prejudicei 
and his integrity rose superior to the hollow and 
superficial affectation of a spurious liberality." 

"His habits were those of a close student | hit 
reading was extensive ; he' could converse on 
almost every subject ; and had great facility in 
composition. His college acquaintances could 
perceive that his mind was not wholly devoted to 
tl^e business of the classes ; he was constantly 
writing or readin|; on other subjects. It W99 
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hit oQstom to oommit to the flunei, every now 
■nd then, a great number of papers. Betides the 
regpular ezereises, he composed a number for hk 
own pleasure and improrement, and lereralof 
these were poetical." 

^'Literary industry and solitary muiingp were 
not deemed the most important avocations in his 
fiither's house ; and intrusions on his meditatioDS 
at home often induced him to go ekewhere to 
muse. On these occasions, he often retreated to a 
neighboring farm, where a beautiful dump of 
Ar-trees relieved the nakedness of a spot natural* 
]y uninviting. Tnere seated under the fidrest of 
these, he composed a considerable part of his 
Poem. At a Uttle distance in front, though en* 
tirely out of sight, a crystal stream of water 
gushed from a water-spout into a pleasant well« 
•nd thence pursued its course without a mnimar 
through the lowlying meadows. The simple 
music of this Uttle water-fall, mingled at times 
with the voice of the wind, as it rose or fidl 
among the branches of fir-trees, awakened cmo* 
tions, to which may be ascribed a portion of that 
enthusiasm which infused animation and wild* 
Bess into his cherished melancholy. From tUi 
ledusion, he had a full view of the 'battlement 
ofhilb' formed by the lofty 'Ben Lom<Mid*and 
other mountains, stretching beyond Dumbarton. 
At the southeast end of his father's house stand 
the trees, which he celebrates in hie verse, || 
Is said that many a time he had been seen gasing 
%pon them long and silently, and at length tor* 



mucoib or tbm autboa. m 

BiDg from them with an air of gladdened peoinrv* 
noK, indicating the elevated feelings, which, bj 
•ome mysteriouB sympathy, they had excited. 

^ Mr Pollok's mind was certainly of a rery su- 
perior order ; of this, there need no other proof- 
be giyen than the encomiums, which his ^Course 
of Time' has called forth,-— encomioms, many of 
them, penned before his death was known, but 
which did not appear till after he had gone be* 
yond the reach of earthly applause." 

The ** Conne of Time," the poem which had 
employed his thoughts fox a long period antece- 
dent to its appearance, and of which he had for- 
nishedj for the four last books, almost a thousand 
lines each week, is well worthy of the eulogies 
it received, and the admiration it obtained. For 
fourteen years before itf birth, this intellectual 
ehild was conceived by the author, in his juvenile 
days ; and lived in embryo thought as the off- 
•pringof his maturing mind. When it was in- 
troduced to the world, it met, therefore, that flat- 
tering reception to which its merit entitled it| 
end wound a wreath of &me around the memory 
of the genius and talents of its departed author. 
The public approved the work, and furnished 
ample testimony in favor of him who wrote it, 
by the avidity with which they sought, and the 
commendations they bestowed upon it. 

'^His name is now recorded among the list of 
those Illustrious Scotsmen, who have done hoii- 
or to their country ; who from obscurity have 
•ecured themielves an tm&ding reputatioD} aai. 






srir mvoiK or tbi awhos. 

which fact nlone reflects g^eat hooour oahif tal* 
cata aa a Bchoiar, and his enthusiasm as a ohris ' 
tian. ' 

But we cannot conclude this hasty sketch, of 
the life, talents, character, and productions of 
Mr. Pollok better than by copying^ the language, 
Ckfone who wrote his Memoir, from which such 
copious extracts have been taken, and who in life 
loved him with a brother's lore. In attending 
to his death, he says, ^ He has gone the way of 
all the earth ; and his spirit, we fondly hope, is 
among the * spirits of the just made perfect, who, 
* by faith and patience, are now inheriting the 
promises.' But he lives in the hearts of hia 
friends, who think of him with fond regret; he 
lives in the hearts of his countrymen ; and his 
praise is not only in the church of which he was 
a lioe&tiate« but in all the churches." 
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